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JOHN DOLPHIN and his wife, Ruth, at his record store in the 1950s. He marketed himself as Lovin’ John, aiming to show customers that he cared.

LOVIN’ JOHN

On page and stage, a grandson pays tribute to L.A. music pioneer John Dolphin

By MIKE BOoEHM >>> There won’t be any need for spoiler alerts if the new musical “Recorded in Hollywood” fulfills its
creators’ main objective — which is to bring the story of an unusually ambitious and resourceful 1950s Los Angeles music
entrepreneur out of obscurity and into the limelight.

“Recorded in Hollywood” exists because Jamelle Dolphin wants to bring his grandfather, John Dolphin, back to life —
even though doing that requires showing his shocking death.

Elvis Presley, Sam Cooke and Charles Mingus crossed Dolphin’s path. For the last six years, his grandson has worked to
spread the story of how and why that came to be, hoping to secure his grandfather’s place in music business history.

“Everyone knows those artists but doesn’t know John Dolphin,” Jamelle said. [See Dolphin, F'6]




Fs SBUNDAY, JULY 12, 2015

fos Angeles Times
THEATER

LATIMES.COM/CALENDAR

[t is part of L.A.’s record
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tions of the blography in multiple
venes and platforms.

It’s & saga of ractal segregation
overcome by horizontal inte-
— the economic term for
assembling an array of different
but complementary businesses

Iywood
Hollywood. He's sure his suvvy, en-
engy and charm will iead him to big
‘amid the rising tide of post-
World War I blues and
riythm and biues that soon would
Eive birth to doo-wop and rock I
roll
The musical dramatizes how an

show ends affirmatively, with the

envisioned & hip-hop musical. But
Cooper, & rapper and record pro-
ducer in Ugly Duckling. a hip-hop

songs that alm to evoke but not

mimie the progression of pop mu-
u as it developed through the

Jofmboiv!ﬂn‘smwum.m
fact, in Hollywood. but on Central
Avenue In the heart of L.A.'s black
community. Dolphin, the Als-
bama-born son of & father who'd
been born a slave, had been re-
buffed by Hollywood landiords
who wouldr't rent to a blsck man.
Not about to let racism thwart him,
he gave his store the name he had

current is social history: how the
LAPD harassed Dolphin over sup-
posed violations of fire codes, try-

vantage of ample middle-of-the-
night foot traffic from shift chang-
s at neighboring Mmctories. Dol
pbiin equipped Lhe store with 4 re-
cording studio and lsunched a se.

about one’s knack
foF Lurning songs Into dollars.
The vinyl recorded on his own

Money Records — names presag-
ing the rap musie tradition of not
belng

The catch, Jamelle sald, wus that
the freeble would be one of Dol-

tions on the "S0s-oriented B‘rlt!lh
label Ace Records.
Dn]nmn‘ummermm
sefling up & radic broadeasting
booth in his store’s window front
nnd buying tme on LA, radio sta-
tons with a white fun base. Dick
“Huggy Boy" Hugg. a white DJ,
would spin the hits of the day —
L, of listeners

the music moguls self-chosen
nickname.

I wasnt & matter of sexual
‘swagger, Jamelle Dolphin sald, al-
though
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JAMELLE DOLPHIN has written a biography and a musical about his grandfather, John Dolphin. Denise Dowse directs the show.

MEMPHIS SLIM, soated, recorded on a John Dolphin htmi

Slim here is with Little Bill Gather, left, and Big B

Broonzy.
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cluded that, desplte some “new
Ahow QuUIrks.” it has a chance to fol-
low the path of “Memphis,” s musi-
cal about the birth of rock "o’ roll
presented at the La Jolla Play-
house In 2008 before rolling on to

he jaze
artist, worked with Da'lpl:un.
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IN THE NEW MUSICAL "Recorded in Hollywood,” Stu James portrays Dolphin's of Hollywood

entrepreneur John Dolphin.

certified Dolphin’s of Hollywood's
dout by stopping by to hobnob
with its and promole

n ladies man who gave his wife
heartaches.

It was saying that he loves his
come down to the store

and Lovin' John will take care of
promoting

play, and Cooke i one of the most
important supporting churacters.
Both had joined a steady proces-
slon of 1950s meording stars who

hedr rebenses.
Family lore, Jamelle says, in-
cludes an eplsode in which the

worked in the Dolphin's of Holly-

arena-rock band Bon Jovi — to

its sources in riythim and blues.

“What drew me in was John Dol-
phin seeing the future, seeing that
this music would cross over” — Just
5 the rap music of Cooper's 19805
childhood

eventualydid
Jumelle Dolptin said that If

to larger theaters, with a bigger
budget that among other things
cun sugment the curment four-
member band with a saxophonist

tnltial ambition oftumingthe story
tnto a movie still stands.

‘The movie, Jamele said, could
take a broader view of the W50s
L.A. music scene than the m

who unleashed Litte Richard on
the world.

The unusual family name, Ja-
melle sald, comes from his great-
grandfather'’s determination to
transcend slave origins and escape

instead of cush. Hie ahsorbed mangy

that Ruth Dolphin and others in

King made & to Dal-
phin's I\o'm! in Leimert Park
There,

tated to the

, respoctively.
As n tosnager Jamelle, now 42,

“They were traumatized by It,"
Jamelle sald, and when they see
the musical “they always cry.
They'd rather talk about how
popular he was.™

marketing
said he spent about TWo Years fe-
searching his book. He interviewed

in Beatrice, Ala. Lewis Stallworth,

probed for fcts In
back editions of the Los Angeles
Sentinel, the black-owned news-

‘whose founder, Leon Wash-
Ington, closely covered Dolphin's
exploits and is & character in the
muﬂcal

phin Island on Alabama'’s Gulf
Coast. Anglicizing the French

the book,
.Tmnem-mm turning it into &
feature film and recruited televi-
ston writer Matt Donnelly to belp
with the seript. Soon it dvwned on

name to Doiphin,

with his slave past and set the

stage, more Lhan 100 years later, for

the Daolphin name Lo appear In
in Hollywood.
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