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to the Latino Theater Company’s 2024 

Spring Season, which explores history to 

illuminate the collective humanity of our 

cross-cultural experiences in a place as 

wonderfully diverse as Los Angeles today. 

We open our season with the world 

premiere of Oliver Mayer’s Ghost Waltz, 

commissioned and developed through the 

Latino Theater Company’s playwrights’ 

group The Circle of Imaginistas. Mayer’s 

drama is a picaresque of the brief life of the 

genius Juventino Rosas, an Indigenous 

composer from Mexico whose masterpiece 

Sobre Las Olas has been falsely attributed 

to Austrian Johann Strauss. The play is a 

genuine theatrical event, blending music, 

magic and dance to show an untold history 

of Rosas’ remarkable life in the Americas, 

colonialism's impact on the continent, and 

the power of music to unite.

The second play of our season is our 

production of José Cruz González’s 

American Mariachi, which tells the story of 

young Mexican American women in the 

1970s using the extraordinary power of 

music to overcome adversity, battle sexism, 

and grow as a group to discover themselves 
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in a world steeped in patriarchy. The play 

mixes drama and comedy to pay tribute 

to tradition yet question cultural norms to 

build a more hopeful and fair future.

Latino Theater Company closes our 

season with a co-production with 

Playwrights Arena of the world premiere 

of Boni B. Alvarez’s Mix-Mix: The Filipino 
Adventures of a German Jewish Boy, 
which tells the incredible true story of 

13-year-old Rudy Preissman, whose 

family fled Nazi Germany to find sanctu-

ary in the Philippines, only to have their 

lives threatened again by a Japanese 

invasion. Alvarez finds humanity and 

hope within the nightmare of war by 

highlighting the common bonds between 

peoples, the joy of sharing traditions, and 

the miracle of life itself.  

We hope you enjoy our season and 

appreciate the rich cultural diversity we 

are blessed to have all around us in Los 

Angeles.
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