


evinces her discontent, while André’s irritated fingers clacking on his old typewriter
express his. The combination of the sounds, the interaction with props and the
impeccable comedic timing of the actors effaces the need for dialogue.

“André & Dorine” tells a universal story about love and old age. Dorine becomes confused
and, after she is diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease, the protagonists are forced to
remember who they once were. Her illness is the catalyst that brings them back together.
The play’s cast of three interpret a host of different characters between them, which
include younger versions of André and Dorine, but also their son, a disgruntled postman,
a doctor and a home nurse. Their masks—colourful, oversized and lifelike, despite their
exaggerated features—allow them to switch between characters with ease.

The play draws on a long tradition. From magic and hunting rituals to religious
ceremonies, masks have fulfilled an important role across cultures and traditions. Ancient
Egyptians used them when reimagining the death and resurrection of Osiris, the god of



