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DIRECTOR'S NOTE: (October 18, 2024)

| have been blessed in life, and count myself lucky, to have collaborated with so many amazing
artists of the theatre. On this particular journey, telling the story of the larger-than-life icon, Edith
Piaf, 1 am privileged to direct an artist whose performance is instinctive, compelling, and nuanced,
while possessing an understanding of character, so rich and textured, that our "suspension of
disbelief," is undeniable. To my actor, and my wife, thank you for this incredible journey!

But this time around, something different is at play.

"Ode"
We are the music makers,
And we are the dreamers of dreams,
Wandering by lone sea-breakers,
And sitting by desolate streams; - Say it loud and there's music playing -
Say it soft and it's almost like praying.
- Arthur 0'Shaughnessy

-Tim Byron Owen, director of Being Piaf
List of Songs

C'est L'amour « Mon manége & moi

Milord « Padam, Padam « Mon Dieu

La Vie En Rose « La Foule

L"hymne a 'amour « Non, Je Ne Regrette Rien

EDITH GIOVANNA GASSION also known as EDITH PIAF

Piaf is widely regarded as France's greatest popular singer and one of the most celebrated per-
formers of the 20th century. Having begun her career touring with her father at age fourteen, her
fame increased during the German occupation of France, and in 1945, Piaf's signature song, "La
Vie en rose” was published. She became France's most popular entertainer in the late 1940s, also
touring Europe, South America and the United States, where her popularity led to eight appear-
ances on The Ed Sullivan Show.Piaf continued to perform, including several series of concerts at
the Paris Olympia music hall, until a few months before her death in 1963 at age 47. Her last
words were “Every damn thing you do in this life, you have to pay for.



ELEANORA OWEN

Writer/Singer/Actor

Eleanora Owen began her journey inta acting and performing before arriving in the United States, when she
was seven years old. She began performing in productions in Elementary and Junior High school, finally be-
coming immersed in theatre while attending Hollywood High Performing Arts school. After attending UCLA,
she earned her BFA in Theatre and Film, was involved in multiple productions, both on and off campus... until
her career was put on hold, when she became a full-time caregiver for her grandmother for twenty years.
Following the passing of her beloved grandmather, Annie, Eleanora was introduced to The Sarah Fulton
Group, where she enthusiastically focused on making up for lost time. Encouraged by the group’s doctrine,
she took to writing a series of short one-acts and currently, has more than seventy of them, produced on
stage. "BEING PIAF" is a production which has evelved since childhood. Inspired by her French grandmother,
Eleanora learned all about Edith Piaf as well as learning every song in her repertoire. She’s very grateful for
the opportunity to bring "BEING PIAF" to the Odyssey Theatre, and wishes to thank everyone who has helped
bring "BEING PIAF" to audiences nationally and internationally.... especially her husband and director extraor-
dinaire, Tim Byron Owen! She would like to dedicate her entire run at The Odyssey Theatre, to Annie.

TIM BYRON OWEN

Director

Tim Byron Owen is an award winning actor, writer, director of theatre, film, and television.

He is @ founding member of The Celtic Arts Center/An Claidheamh Soluis - serving as

President of the Board, and The Sarah Fulton Group, serving as Artistic Director.

Theatre director credits include A NIGHT IN NOVEMBER by Marie Jones (The Celtic Arts Center -
2002/2004,The Falcon Theatre - 2002, The Tricycle Theatre, Landon - 2002/2003, The Edinburgh Fringe
Festival - 2002, The Gaiety Theatre, Dublin - 2003, Liberty Hall Theatre, Dublin - 2004, lrish Arts Centre, NY
-2006,The Off-Broadway Theatre, Boston - 2006). FIGHTING WORDS by Sunil Kuruvilla {The Celtic Arts Center
-2004/2006,The Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff - 2006). FALLING UPWARD by Ray Bradbury - (Theatre
West - 2007, El Portal Theatre - 200%). LOVE ME DEADLY by Matthew Sklar (The Celtic Arts Center - 2007). THE
WALWORTH FARCE by Enda Walsh (Theatre Banshee - 2011. JIMMY & SAM by Pat Harrington and Howard
Storm (Theatre 40 - 2011). REMEMBRANCE by Graham Reid (Theatre 40 - 2013). CAGED by Dermot Davis
(Theatre Banshee - 2015). FEAR OF HEIGHTS by Kevin Flynn (Odyssey Theatre - 2023, 2024). BEING PIAF by
Eleanora Owen (The Group Rep Theatre, LA - 2023, The Triad Theatre, NY - 2023, The PAL Theatre, Vancouver,

BC- 2024, The AMT Theatre, NY - 2024).

JENNIFER PALUMBO

Stage Manager

Jennifer is an LA based Stage Manager - she has worked on previous productions here at the
Odyssey, and is happy to return for Being Piaf! Jen has worked on shows with Skylight Theatre,
Rogue Machine, Open Fist Theatre Company, Deaf West, Theatre Planners, The Getty Villa, Sierra
Madre Playhouse, Padua Playwrights, Greenway Court, Matrix Theatre, PRT, Sacred Fools and
others. Occasionally Jen will travel with a production - including A Steady Rain from the Odyssey
tothe Alliance in Atlanta GA, and The Mountaintop from the Matrix to Hattiloo Theatre in Memphis
TN for MLK50 - but LA is her home. She is grateful to patrons like you - thank you for supporting
live theatre in Los Angeles!
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Producers for Being Piaf: Georganne Aldrich Heller,
The Sarah Fulton Group

Sound Technical Support by Christopher Moscatiello

Technical Support Danny Felix
Lighting Design by Stephanie Sandler
Being Piaf is presented as part of the Odyssey's
"Music at the Odyssey" series,
produced by Beth Hogan, Ron Sossi Artistic Director
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