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CAST
(in order of appearance)

Ann Hu*....……………………………………………......Fen “Fenny” Gao
Alex Best….………………………………Alessandro “Alex” Farnase
Meredith Thomas*...……………………………….Mrs. Clara Taylor
David Jahn*...……………………………………..Mr. Herbert Taylor
Peter McGlynn*..………………………………....Wolfgang Schreiber
Steve Marvel*...……………………………………Ludwig Gottschalk
Regi Davis*...……………………...……………..Paul Revere Williams

ALTERNATE CAST
Performing August 19th & 21st

(in order of appearance)
Candace Leung....……………………….………………Fen “Fenny” Gao
Ryan Reilly*…..………………………….Alessandro “Alex” Farnase
Maura M. Knowles*...………………….…………..Mrs. Clara Taylor
Paul Nygro*...…………………………….……..…Mr. Herbert Taylor
Jonathon Lamer*...……………………….………Wolfgang Schreiber
Sean Galuszka...………………………………….…Ludwig Gottschalk
Wil Bowers…...…………………………………..Paul Revere Williams 

(Wil Bowers performs August 14th & 28th & September 4th)

*Denotes member, Actors’ Equity Association.
+The director is an associate member of the Society of Directors and Choreographers.
The Fight Choreographer is a member of the Society of Directors and Choreographers. 

°Denotes playwright is a member of the Dramatists Guild of America.

ACT I
    Scene 1	  November 13, 1941, 4:30 p.m.
    Scene 2	     November 14, 1941, afternoon
    Scene 3	     November 15, 1941, afternoon

ACT II
    Scene 1	    December 6, 1941, afternoon.
    Scene 2	 December 7, 1941, 11:00 a.m.

SETTING
The Taylor’s drawing room in the wealthy enclave  

of Hancock Park, Los Angeles CA, 1941.

This play will be performed with one 15-minute intermission.

1940:
average wages per year $1,725; cost of a gallon of gas 11 cents;

average cost for house rent $30 per month; radio $16;
average price for a new car $850; and Hoover vacuum $53
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Blueprint for Paradise

Blueprint for Paradise is set in Los Angeles in 1941 during the weeks leading up to 
the attack on Pearl Harbor. Inspired by true events, the play explores the imagined 
relationship between African-American architect Paul Revere Williams and a wealthy 
American couple who employed him to design a compound and training ground for Nazi 
sympathizers. Mr. Williams is the renowned designer of many landmark L.A. buildings 
including Saks Fifth Ave, the Los Angeles County Courthouse, and the Founders Church 
of Religious Science; as well as private residences for E. L. Cord, Bert Lahr, Lucille Ball 
and Desi Arnaz, Frank Sinatra, Lon Chaney, and Tyrone Power.

“I wanted to explore how something like this could have happened in L.A., and why 
Nazi sympathizers would have hired a black architect,” explains playwright Laurel M. 
Wetzork. “Because at this time, just like the rest of the United States, the City of Angels 
was bitterly divided between pro-German and anti-German groups. Contributing to the 
divisive political storm were the Mothers of America, the Human Betterment Foundation, 
Union workers and strikes, the ‘question’ of too many Jews in show business, virulent 
anti-Communists, Roosevelt haters and the effects of strictly enforced racial segregation. 
Many people aren’t aware of how heated the political debate was.”

Historian, political advisor, and two-time Pulitzer Prize winner Arthur M. Schlesinger, 
Jr. said about “The Great Debate” that it was “the most savage political debate in 
my lifetime.” He added: “There have been a number of fierce national quarrels—over 
communism in the later Forties, over McCarthyism in the Fifties, over Vietnam in the 
Sixties—but none so tore apart families and friendships as this fight.” The fight? Whether 
to go to war against Hitler, aid the British, or keep out of the war completely, and let Hitler 
win. “Though historians have dealt with the policy issues,” Schlesinger wrote, “justice 
has not been done to the searing personal impact of those angry days.” General George 
Marshal, Army chief of staff, said, “People have forgotten the great hostility of that time.” 
(excerpts from the best-selling book: Those Angry Days, by Lynne Olson) 

Although her play is rooted in history, Wetzork has fictionalized the characters and 
condensed the timeline for dramatic effect. “A recurring theme in my work is that 
appearances are deceiving,” she says. “I wished to examine the wife’s journey—to 
discover how Mr. Williams’ achievements and personality might have shaken her 
preconceived and often racist notions of the way the world should work.” Wetzork also 
feels that Williams and his work deserve more recognition.

In Karen E. Hudson’s introduction to the book, The Will and the Way, Paul R. Williams, 
Architect, she states that Paul Revere Williams became the first African-American 
member of the American Institute of Architects, with a career spanning over sixty years. 
“He designed more than three thousand projects throughout the world—from Canada 
to Jamaica, Hawaii to Liberia, New York to Colombia, and of course, in Los Angeles, his 
hometown. His vision and interests led him to build everything from houses to churches, 
schools, hospitals, office buildings, and public-housing projects.» And, of course, the 
Murphy Ranch mansion.

According to local L.A. historian Randy Young, fifty acres of land in Rustic Canyon were 
developed by Winona and Norman Stephens, sympathizers of American fascist group the 
Silver Legion of America. Records show that the land was purchased in 1933 by Jessie 
M. Murphy, Winona’s mother, and a one-page affidavit by Dr. John Vincent, a professor at 
UCLA and the director of the Huntington Hartford Foundation, states that the Stephens 
intended the property to be a Utopian base for Nazi activities in the U.S., complete with 
its own water storage and fuel tanks, bomb shelter and various outbuildings and bunkers. 
Later plans that were never carried out called for a four-story, 22-bedroom mansion. 
Rumor has it that neighbors in the canyon spied men patrolling the hills on weekends, in 
uniforms similar to those of the Silver Shirts. On Monday, December 8, 1941, the day after 
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, local police and FBI occupied the compound and 
detained members of the 50-strong caretaker force.
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Wetzork’s research into the period turned up surprising facts, such as in Hudson’s book, 
when Williams’ states about the Murphy Ranch building he designed, “Can you imagine? 
I had no idea this was going on. I was simply caught up in designing an exquisite 40,000 
square foot home!” The abandoned site, currently in a state of disrepair and covered in 
graffiti, is owned by the City of Los Angeles and has become a popular hiking destination. 
In February, 2016, many of the structures were demolished due to safety concerns. 

Other elements in the play revolve around the Eugenics movement in the United States. 
“Many people have no idea about California’s eugenics movement,” says Wetzork, “or the 
role it played in Hitler and the Nazis’ plan.” According to Edwin Black’s book War Against 
the Weak, during the Reich’s first ten years, eugenicists and their organizations across 
America—including E. S. Gosney’s California Human Betterment Foundation—welcomed 
Hitler’s plans as the logical fulfillment of their own decades of research and effort. The 
California eugenics leader C. M. Goethe wrote to Gosney after a trip to Germany in 
1934, saying, “You will be interested to know, that your work has played a powerful part 
in shaping the opinions of the group of intellectuals who are behind Hitler in this epoch-
making program. Everywhere I sensed that their opinions have been tremendously 
stimulated by American thought, and particularly by the work of the Human Betterment 
Foundation. I want you, my dear friend, to carry this thought with you for the rest of your 
life, that you have really jolted into action a great government of 60 million people.”

While most know about the death camps now, the ‘Final Solution’ of the Nazis was 
implemented in stages (United States Holocaust Memorial Museum). After the Nazi 
party’s rise to power, state-enforced racism resulted in anti-Jewish legislation, boycotts, 
‘Aryanization,’ and finally the ‘Night of Broken Glass’ pogrom, all of which aimed to 
remove Jews from German society. During the German invasion of the Soviet Union 
in June 1941, mobile killing squads followed the German army as it advanced. Gas 
vans followed late in the fall of 1941. The first killing center (camp) began operation on 
December 8, 1941 (Chelmno). The Nazis later established five other such camps: Blezec, 
Soibor, Treblinka, Auschwitz-Berkenau, and Majdanek. In January, 1942, The Wannsee 
Conference was held. It was a meeting between the SS and German Government where 
they discussed and coordinated the implementation of the ‘Final Solution’, and planned 
the destruction of as many as 11 million Jews. Yet in the United States, knowledge of 
the camps and their purpose remained rumors. A July 2, 1942, an article in the New York 
Times reported on the operations of the killing center in Chelmno, based on sources from 
the Polish underground. But the article appeared on page six of the newspaper. And 
it wasn’t until April 5, 1945, when the first Americans (units from the American Fourth 
Armored Division of the Third Army) discovered the horrors of Ohrdruf, a Buchenwald sub-
camp. The Americans did not set out to liberate camps, instead, they found Ohrdruf by 
accident (Jewish Virtual Library).

Wetzork’s love of history and study of WWII led her to write Blueprint for Paradise. “Study 
history. Especially Los Angeles and California ‘buried’ history,” she says. “It’s interesting. 
And it’s important that we don’t make the same mistakes we’ve made in the past. Too 
much is at stake.”
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THE CAST
ALEX BEST (Alessandro “Alex” Farnase)
Alex is a graduate of the University of the Arts in Philadelphia where 
he was a recipient of the Promising Artist Scholarship. Now living 
in Los Angeles, he’s worked as an actor in film, television, and over 
a dozen national commercials.  Alex is so proud to be a part of this 
production and is forever grateful to his friends & family for all of their 
love and inspiration. Credits TV: “Bones” Film: “American Dreamz”, 
“Seeing Red”, “Stevie Nicks: In Your Dreams” Theatre: ENRON (LA 
premiere), Torch Song Trilogy (20th anniversary production).

REGI DAVIS* (Paul Revere Williams)
Regi Davis is an actor and director, known for a number of roles on 
film [“Hulk” (2003), “Cry-Baby” (1990) and “McFarland, USA” (2015)], 
and has appeared in many television shows, including “All the Way”, 
“Game Shakers”, “Wild Life”, “Grey’s Anatomy”, “Castle”, “Anger 
Management”, “NCIS”, “NCIS: Los Angeles”, “Franklin & Bash”, “Las 
Vegas”, “Arrested Development”, “Medium”, and many more. Some 
of his theatre roles include Marty in Dreamgirls, Belize in Angels 
in America, Scott Joplin in Tin Pan Alley Rag (Fullerton Civic Light 
Opera), multiple roles in The Legend of Alex (Mark Taper Forum), and 
Donkeyman (us) in The Captain’s Tiger (La Jolla Playhouse). He is 
an accomplished musician, stand-up comic, and bicyclist (racing). 
He considers it an honor and a blessing to be a part of this amazing 
production, and would like to thank God, his family and his friends 
for their love and support. http://www.regidavis.com/

DAVID JAHN* (Mr. Herbert Taylor)
David is an alumnus of the Groundlings Main Company, where he 
performs in the wildly popular Beverly Winwood Showcase and 
debuted Do You Fear What I Fear? — his solo show which was 
heralded by Los Angeles critics and featured in the Groundlings 30th 
Anniversary.  David was a series regular on “My Big Fat Obnoxious 
Boss” for FOX. Film credits include “Men Women & Children”, 
“Thank You For Smoking”, “Neverland”, “Straight Jacket” and “The 
Debt Collector.” Television includes recurring roles on “The Cape”, 
“Mobbed”, “The Tonight Show With Jay Leno” and “Running With 
Scissors”. Other credits include “The Comeback”, “Bad Judge”, 
“Kirstie”, “Modern Family”, “Cougar Town” and “Heroes”.  Theatre 
credits include Roger in Is There Sex After Marriage?, Junkman 
in Dandelion Wine, Peter in Jesus Christ, Superstar and Freddie 
in An Oasis in Manhattan. David has been featured in numerous 
commercials promoting anything from luxury automobiles to ingrown 
toenail medicine. This one’s for Ron.
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ANN HU* (Fen “Fenny” Gao)
Ann Hu (NYU Tisch Alumni) is a New York actress/singer turned 
seasoned Los Angeleno. Last December, she produced/performed in 
“All That You Deserve” a one-night stand up show on anti-bullying. 
www.annhuactor.com Credits include: Off-Bdwy: The Bilbao Effect 
(World Premiere at Center for Architecture), Private Jokes Public 
Places (Center for Architecture); Beach Radio, the musical (CAP21 
Theatre); 99 Histories (Cherry Lane); Young Playwrights Festivals 
2001 & 2000 (Cherry Lane); The Joy Luck Club (Pan Asian Repertory); 
Selected Shorts (Symphony Space Theatre); Butterflies and Tigers 
(Theatre Row) Regional Theatre: Private Jokes Public Places 
(Wellfleet Theatre, MA); An Infinite Ache (Triad Stage, NC/ The Public 
Theatre, ME); Redwood Curtain (Dorset Theatre, VT/ Schoolhouse 
Theatre, NY); ‘belly’ (The New Georges Co.); Into the Woods (Tisch 
Shop Theatre); Henry V (Women’s Shakespeare Co.); The Baby 
Project, a musical, Cooperstown (The Road Theater, LA) Film: 
“Mobius Strip”(short), “5th Passenger”, “How to Seduce Difficult 
Women”, “Brooklyn Heist”, “The Last New Yorker”, “Petty Crimes” 
TV: “Extant”, “Castle”, “Switched at Birth”, “Last Man Standing”, 
“Law & Order”; “Law & Order: Trial By Jury”; “Cyberchase”, “Lennie 
Rose”, “GAME FARM”, “As the World Turns” Hu wrote for Backstage; 
Unscripted with over 100,000 readers internationally.

STEVE MARVEL* (Ludwig Gottschalk)
Steve Marvel has appeared on stage at the Geffen Playhouse, 
Laguna Playhouse, A Noise Within, The Theatre at Boston Court, 
The Reduced Shakespeare Company, the International City Theatre, 
the Theatricum Botanicum, the Odyssey Theatre, the fabled Walnut 
Street Theatre in Philadelphia, and played opposite such notables 
as Robert Patrick (Gangster Squad, True Blood), Keith David (Cloud 
Atlas, Mr. and Mrs. Smith), and Harry Lennix (The Black List, Man of 
Steel). A two-time Voice Arts Award nominee, Steve also regularly 
narrates audiobooks in a variety of genres, most recently voicing 
the words of William Shatner and Leonard Nimoy in The Fifty-Year 
Mission: The Complete, Uncensored, Unauthorized Oral History of 
Star Trek. His vocal work has also been featured in video games 
for Sony, Mattel, and ActiVision, including the Preacher in the live-
action version of PlayStation’s seminal Twisted Metal vehicle combat 
series and the Bum in the long-awaited revival of the Leisure Suit 
Larry franchise. Steve received a diploma in Theatre and Voice from 
the Interlochen Arts Academy and is a graduate of Northwestern 
University’s renowned Acting program. SteveMarvel.com
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PETER MCGLYNN* (Wolfgang Schreiber)
Peter is a first-generation American born in the “Garden State” to 
immigrant musicians. His family’s influence helped pave his way 
onto the musical theatre stage. Peter’s sensitively to language, 
cultural differences, and insatiable curiosity, helped lead him to 
play historical characters in theatre, film, and TV: Alexander Haig 
in Yellow Rain; Captain Gerhard Goebel in The Last Transatlantic 
Hijacking (Lufthansa Flight 592); Lewis Powell (John Wilkes Booth’s 
co-conspirator) in Confederate Conspiracy; and more. He may be 
seen in the feature films: “Delivery”, “the Beast Within”; “FAKE; and 
Key”; and soon-to-be-released films “VILE” and “Dark Company”; as 
well as numerous Independent films. One critic recently said Peter is 
developing a franchise playing ‘the wolf in sheep’s clothing’. Please 
watch for him in the upcoming 4th season of the evocative series 
Above Ground. Recent roles on L.A. stages include Mr. Bennet in 
A Shred of Evidence (Theatre 40) and Duke in The Girl Who Would 
Be King (MASQ Entertainment production). Peter is thrilled to bring 
Wolfgang Schreiber to life.

MEREDITH THOMAS* (Mrs. Clara Taylor)
Meredith Thomas spent her childhood in a village in Alaska above 
the Arctic Circle and on an island off the coast of New Hampshire. 
Since leaving the Arctic and Atlantic behind and heading towards 
the Pacific, Meredith has appeared in over 80 film and television 
shows including “Rizzouli & Isles”, “Sam & Cat”, and “Nip/Tuck”. 
Watch for her on Ion Television this winter holiday season in a movie 
starring Chevy Chase. She is most proud of her independent films 
including “Camp” which raised $60,000 for children in the foster 
care system and “Democracy at Work” which ran during the last 
presidential election. Meredith’s recent stage appearances include 
the NAACP Theatre Award Nominated Script Pieces at the Carrie 
Hamilton Theatre of the Pasadena Playhouse which was directed 
by Broadway’s Bryan Terrel Clark. Meredith is excited to be working 
with this amazing group and thanks Theatre Planners and Michael 
Donovan Casting for their continued support.

WIL BOWERS (Paul Revere Williams — Alt.)  
is an NAACP Theatre Award Best Actor winner for Celebration 
Theatre’s  Insurrection: Holding History. His list of stage credits 
includes Audience Favorite winner, Social Science in Towne Street 
Theatre’s Ten Minute Play Fest, and both productions of their 
acclaimed original work, In Response. At Write Act Rep, a few 
favorites include Kafka’s The Trial, Shakespeare’s Cymbeline, and 
How Katrina Plays by the late Judi Ann Mason. Wil’s film/TV credits 
include “Will & Grace”, “Scandal”, “Castle”, “The Ex List”, “Broad 
City”, “Saints & Sinners”, “Surface To Air” and all of the current 
soap operas, as well as several national commercials. Thank you to 
Theatre Planners and The Athena Cats for making me a part of this 
intriguing story.  
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SEAN GALUSZKA (Ludwig Gottschalk — Alt.)
Syracuse University Grad.  TV: “Miss Julie” (PBS American Playhouse), 
“Miracles” (ABC), “Ghost Whisperer”, “Taming the Wild West” 
(TNT), “Girl’s Guide” (HBO), ‘Ellis’ in “Left 4 Dead II”. Feature Films: 
current lead in “Crossroad” and “Primrose Lane”. Others: “Water for 
Elephants”, “The TV Set”, “Richard III”. Theatre: Ring of Fire (Oregon 
Cabaret), Lost Highway (WVA Public Theater), 6 Dance Lessons in 
6 Weeks (Sierra Rep, Cochella Valley Rep), K2, Poison Apple (off 
Broadway), Complete Works Of Wm Shakespeare (Abridged), “Feste” 
in An Appalachian Twelfth Night (Globe), Fucking Men by Joe Dipietro 
(US Premiere), The Boys in the Band (Coast Playhouse). 

MAURA M. KNOWLES* (Mrs. Clara Taylor — Alt.)  
Maura’s theatre credits include: The Christians (Taper), Francis 
Ford Coppola’s Gidget, the award-winning rock musical Bare 
and numerous productions in NYC and L.A. She is a member of 
the Irish American Writers & Artists in New York, the L.A. Writer’s 
Center and one of twelve songwriters accepted into the Mercer 
Great American Songwriting Program at Northwestern University in 
Chicago. A featured writer in playwrights festivals and published in 
various publications. Maura’s Film & T.V. credits include: her original 
musical-comedy series, “Insult to Injury” (post-production), along with 
“Stitchers”, “Special Victims Unit”, “Medium”, “Common Ground”, 
“Numbers”, “National Lampoon’s Sex Tax”, “The Yard Sale” w/ Anne 
Meara, “The Bold & the Beautiful”, the upcoming sci-fi , “Lotone”, and 
“The Nearest Human Being”. In her “other” life a.k.a. Mo, the Morselist, 
Maura is an Integrative Health Coach and C.E.O. of MAC-N-MOS, 
INC., a healthy baked goods company, created in honor of her dad, 
Mac and has authored two cookbooks. A passionate international 
traveler and actively involved with the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
organization of Los Angeles. Maura is honored and thrilled to be part of 
this amazing team. www.mauramknowles.com www.macnmos.com 

JONATHON LAMER* (Wolfgang Schreiber — Alt.)
Jonathon Lamer is originally from East Alton, Illinois, across the 
Mississippi River from St. Louis, MO. Life and love and work 
have taken him all over the U.S. and abroad; from Chicago to 
Massachusetts to Bremen, Germany to Memphis and finally here 
in Los Angeles. In his decade in Southern California he has worked 
for The Chance Theater, A Noise Within, Antaeus, and numerous 
companies in Los Angeles. Currently, he is a company member 
with Theatre of Note. Film credits include “Soul of the Game’” 
and “Truman” for HBO. Jonathon has had the honor of being an 
adjudicator for the US Army Tournament of Plays in Europe. Sadly, 
the Army has cut funding to the arts programs for service members 
stationed in Europe. Please visit www.change.org and search Army 
Europe Entertainment to sign the petition.
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CANDACE LEUNG (Fen “Fenny” Gao — Alt.)
Candace is an actress, dancer, and singer known for numerous 
roles in film and television, including “Criminal Minds”, “Accidentally 
Engaged”, and “Bloody Homecoming”, and dance and theater 
productions.  She is the co-producer of “To Remember”, an award-
winning documentary widely distributed on BBC World News.  
This “Fenny” did actually study law at the University of California, 
Davis and is a practicing attorney specializing in film finance, 
entertainment, and media transactions. She is ecstatic to be a part of 
this sui generis BLUEPRINT cast and crew family!

PAUL NYGRO* (Mr. Herbert Taylor — Alt.)  
Paul is extremely excited to be performing again at The Hudson 
Mainstage since his debut here in the original cast of Reefer Madness 
in ’99. Film credits: “Shadow Boxing”, “Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2”, 
“You Again”, “Race To Witch Mountain”, “What We Do Is Secret”, 
Television: “Grease Live!”, “Young & The Restless”, “Buffy The 
Vampire Slayer”, “Eli Stone”, “Jack & Jill”, Indie Series: “Internet 
Icon” (seasons 1&2), ActingDead.com, McCrackenLive.com, Lovin’ 
Lakin, Broadway: Sister Act (1st National Tour), First Wives Club 
(Original Cast, Chicago Premiere), Reefer Madness (Original Cast, 
L.A.& NYC), A Chorus Line, CA Regional Theatre: Sneaux!, Ruthless!, 
The Gift, Guys & Dolls, Evita, Fiddler On The Roof, A Chorus Line, 
The All Night Strut. Paul is also an accomplished choreographer, 
director, producer and film/video editor. 4Chris227.

RYAN REILLY* (Alessandro “Alex” Farnase — Alt.) 
Los Angeles theatre debut! National tour: Irving Berlin’s White 
Christmas NYC: Within the Law (Metropolitan Playhouse), The 
Short Fall and Woyzeck (Toy Box Theatre Co.). Regional Highlights: 
Tom in The Glass Menagerie (Theatreworks, Colorado Springs), 
Cabaret (Music Theatre of CT), The Boys From Syracuse and Mame 
(Drury Lane Chicago), A Christmas Carol, The Light in the Piazza, 
and Hairspray (Marriott Theatre Chicago). It’s A Wonderful Life The 
Radio Play (Alhambra Theatre, FL). Also a playwright, Ryan’s debut 
play Worth House premiered last year at The Gene Frankel Theatre 
in NYC. Additionally, Ryan has appeared in the web series’ “The 
Pick Up Chicks” and “Domestically Challenged”. BFA-UW- Stevens 
Point. Thanks to Michael, Laura, and The Mine Talent Agency for 
the opportunity.
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THE TEAM
LAUREL M. WETZORK (Playwright) 
Laurel is a 3rd generation SoCal native, graduated from USC with both a BA 
in Cinema Production and a Master of Professional Writing (stage and screen), 
and divides her time between writing, film, and consulting projects. Laurel’s past 
experience is multi-faceted: her feature film “Rogues” screened at four of the top 
20 U.S. film festivals; her various film and stage productions include 5 SIRENS: 
Beware of Rocks!; “Shadow”, “A Christmas Prayer”, Irish Mists, “Irresistible 
Force”, “The Forgiven”, Levels, and Devil Inside; she’s taught playwriting, 
film history, screenwriting, and film production; and has had her short fiction 
published. Laurel volunteers as web editor for the LA Female Playwrights 
Initiative (LAFPI) Women at Work page, and the International Centre for Women 
Playwrights (ICWP). She’s a member of the Dramatists Guild of America and 
Association of Writers & Writers Programs and co-founder of The Athena 
Cats. Laurel lives in Southern California with her husband, John, two cats, 
and enjoys bike touring and visits with talented and beautiful daughter Karina.               
www.mojewetzorkstudios.com @gem2arts  

LAURA STEINROEDER (Director)
Laura is a theatre director with a passion for working on new plays. Recent Los 
Angeles credits include: Turtles (West Coast Premiere) and DNA (Red Cup Theatre 
Company), 5 SIRENS: Beware of Rocks! and Obviously Michael (World Premieres, 
Hollywood Fringe Festival), and All About Harold (Green Light Productions, 
GLO 2015). Laura is an alumna of the National Theater Institute at the Eugene 
O’Neill Theater Center and an Associate Member of the SDC. She is a creative 
contributor to The Athena Cats and the co-Founding Artistic Director of Red Cup 
Theatre Company (redcuptheatreco.com). www.laurasteinroeder.com

DEBBIE BOLSKY (Executive Producer, the Athena Cats co-founder)
Bolsky is a playwright and screenwriter. Her work features strong and layered 
roles for women and explores themes of death, baseball, and politics. Her 
current projects include the plays Ashes to Ashes, Three Sides, and Bringing 
a Urine Sample to Hitler and Other Stories of My Crazy Mother as well as 
her screenplay, Diamond Behind the Plate (aka “The Umpire Has No Balls”) 
investigating and celebrating one of her greatest passions, baseball. Her 
stage play Biking with Andrew Scott enjoyed a successful run in Los Angeles 
in 2008. Bolsky’s roles in filmmaking have included Associate Producer on 
Laurel Wetzork’s independent film “Rogues” (2003), Executive Producer on 
Katie Rogers’ documentary, “Carless In L.A.” (2016), and as Vice President, 
Media Advertising at Columbia Pictures (Sony Pictures Entertainment). 
Bolsky is an active member of the Dramatists Guild, International Centre for 
Women Playwrights, New Play Exchange, Film Independent and a contributor 
and associated with the Los Angeles Female Playwrights Initiative (LAFPI).          
www.dbolskywriter.com
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RACQUEL LEHRMAN, THEATRE PLANNERS (Producer)
Racquel is the founder and managing director of Theatre Planners, her own 
theatre production firm which has been serving the Los Angeles theatre scene 
for almost ten years. She graduated from NYU-Tisch School of the Arts and 
lived in NY for many years producing theatre. Theatre Planners has since 
developed into a very busy and successful outlet for actors, writers, producers 
and theatre companies. Doing everything from producing, consulting, marketing 
and more. Racquel loves to make productions a reality and help to keep the 
theatre scene in LA alive and strong. Racquel is also the owner of the Lounge 
Theatres in Hollywood on Theatre Row. To learn more about Racquel and 
Theatre Planners, go to www.theatreplanners.com
 
VICTORIA WATSON, THEATRE PLANNERS (Associate Producer)
Victoria joined Theatre Planners after a successful career in large theater and 
tours. She was previously Operations Manager and Associate Producer at 
Pasadena Playhouse and has worked with the Los Angeles Philharmonic and 
Pasadena Symphony & Pops among others. A performer from an early age, 
Victoria turned to production at Tulane University, and brings that merger of 
artist and business to all of her producing work. To learn more about Victoria 
and Theatre Planners, please go to www.theatreplanners.com.

JP ROSENVELDT (Technical Director)
Jean-Paul ‘JP’ Rosenveldt began working in technical theater in high school 
after a short and ill-fated attempt at acting. He apprenticed for Richard W. 
Nelson at Gardiner Spring Auditorium in Ontario, CA. and after earning his 
Journeyman’s card, he began working for IATSE locals in San Bernardino, 
Orange and LA counties. In 1986 he began working at Disneyland as a 
stagehand on shows and events, going on to work as a Technical Director with 
Universal Studios Hollywood, Disneyland Technical Services and at The Lewis 
Family Playhouse in Rancho Cucamonga, CA. Currently he works as a Technical 
Coordinator for the Walt Disney Corporate Events group in Burbank and is the 
Technical Director for the Red Cup Theatre Company in Los Angeles.

Gary Lee Reed (Set Designer) 
When not acting Gary directs. When not directing he designs. Sometimes he is 
blessed to do both. The last show he designed was The Andersonville Trial at 
GTC in Burbank which he also directed. Two things Gary is most thankful for are 
his relationship with Raquel, Victoria and Andy at Theatre Planners and the great 
experience and collaboration with his wife Bonnie who is the prop mistress... 
when she is not acting.

Matthew Gorka (Lighting Designer) 
Matthew has worked professionally for over 19 years in many forms of arts and 
entertainment lighting including professional theatre, television, national and 
regional tours, corporate events, and education. He graduated in 2002 from 
Whittier College with a BA in Theatre Arts with an emphasis in technical direction 
and design. In 2008 he founded Matthew Gorka Lighting, LLC. MGL’s clients 
include The Walt Disney Co., LA Opera, and Boys & Girls Clubs of Los Angeles 
among others. www.matthewgorkalighting.com and on Twitter @MattGorkaLight
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Cricket S. Myers (Sound Designer) 
On Broadway, Cricket earned a Tony Nomination and a Drama Desk Award 
for her design of Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo. Off Broadway designs 
include The Marvelous Wonderettes. She has also designed regionally at The 
Geffen Playhouse, La Jolla Playhouse, The Ahmanson, The Mark Taper Forum, 
Berkley Rep, Arena Stage, South Coast Rep, The Kirk Douglas Theater, and the 
Pasadena Playhouse. Other selected L.A. designs include NoHo Arts Center, 
Ghost Road Theater Company, The Celebration Theater, Anteaus Theater 
Company and Circle X. She has earned 18 Ovation Nominations, as well as 
winning The Kinetic Award for Outstanding Achievements in Theatrical Design, 
an LADCC and a Garland Award. www.cricketsmyers.com

Michael Mullen (Costume Design) 
is very excited to be working on this show! He has costumed such shows as Fugue 
(Ovation and Broadway World nominations), Sweeney Todd (Stage Raw nomination), 
American Idiot (TicketHolder Award), When Stars Align (Broadway World nomination), 
Dorian’s Descent (Broadway World nomination), Moon Over Buffalo (Broadway World 
nomination), God’s Gypsy (Broadway World nomination), Dreamgirls (Ovation Award, 
Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Award, N.A.A.C.P. Theatre Award, L.A. Weekly 
Theatre Award, Broadway World Award). He has received such Stage SceneLA 
Awards as 2014-2015 Costume Designer Extraordinaire, 2013-2014 Costume Design 
Of The Year (Individual Production) for Dorian’s Descent, and 2012-2013 Costume 
Designer Of The Year. He would like to thank everyone involved with Blueprint For 
Paradise, his friends and family, and you for coming to see it. :) 

Bonnie Bailey-Reed (Props Designer)
The 1940s being one of Bonnie’s favorite eras, she is thrilled to be working on 
Blueprint for Paradise! Bonnie most recently provided props for Weapons—at 
The Lounge Theatre, Hollywood, CA and The Andersonville Trial—at The Grove 
Center Theatre, Burbank, CA. Bonnie’s avocation of Property Mistress has included 
productions of: Driving Miss Daisy—Innovation Theatre in Bend, OR, Inherit The 
Wind—The Grove Center Theatre, Burbank, CA; Long Day’s Journey Into Night—
Actors Co-op, Hollywood, CA; The Dying Gaul—The Elephant Space, Hollywood, CA.

MICHAEL DONOVAN, CSA (Casting Director)
Michael is the recipient of six Artios awards, given by the Casting Society of 
America for Outstanding Achievement in Casting. His theatre credits include 
shows produced at Pasadena Playhouse, the Hollywood Bowl, Walt Disney 
Concert Hall, the Geffen Playhouse, the Kirk Douglas Theatre, La Jolla 
Playhouse, International City Theatre, Ebony Repertory Theatre, the Getty Villa, 
Laguna Playhouse, the Falcon Theatre, the Colony Theatre, The Theatre @ 
Boston Court, the 24th St. Theatre, Ensemble Theatre of Santa Barbara, Arizona 
Theatre Company, Arkansas Rep, the Totem Pole Playhouse, and the Kentucky 
Shakespeare Festival, as well as several national tours. Recent, current and 
upcoming shows include “A Chorus Line” (Hollywood Bowl), “Recorded In 
Hollywood” (Kirk Douglas), “Haunted House Party” (Getty Villa), “Drama Queens 
From Hell” (Odyssey Theatre),  “Bars & Measures” (Boston Court), and “Frozen” 
(Disneyland).  Michael has cast numerous independent films, over 1,200 
commercials, and his TV credits include the series “Blood Relatives”.  
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MIKE MAHAFFEY+ (Fight Director)
Mike was recognized in 2015 with an LA Ovations Honors Award for his fight 
choreography for LOFT Ensemble’s She Kills Monsters as well as Stage Raw 
nominations the past 2 years. Acting credits: Masters of Sex, The King’s Rook, 
Chronicles of Narnia, Resident Evil: Degeneration, The Trip Back Down, Romeo 
et Juliette, Stop the World…, Peter Pan, Midsummer Night’s Dream. FD Credits: 
Stoneface, Casa Valentina (The Pasadena Playhouse); Rio Hondo (Theatre of 
NOTE); Astro Boy and the God of Comics, Taste, A Gulag Mouse (Sacred Fools 
Theater); Carmen, Faust (San Diego Opera); All the Best Killers Are Librarians 
(Hollywood Fringe Festival). Mike is a member of SDC and the SAFD.

TREVOR ALKAZIAN (Assistant Stage Manager)
This is Trevor Alkazian’s second show with Theatre Planners and he couldn’t be 
more thrilled. Trevor has done ASM work for about five years in both community 
and professional theatre. He is an aspiring actor who knows his way around 
backstage and wants to be immersed in the whole professional theater lifestyle. 
Trevor would like to thank both Theater Planners and the wonderful cast and 
crew of this great show for this wonderful opportunity!

LETITIA CHANG (Stage Manager)
Letitia is an LA convert transplanted from NY & VA, respectively. She can trace 
her love of theatre to when she agreed to be the “cannonball” in a failed human 
catapult experiment at the tender age of 9—she overshot the cushion pile. 
She’d been working primarily with East West Players since 1996 (and with the 
occasional start-up theatre group), when she graduated from Pitzer College with 
a BA in theatre arts—beginning in stage management, then decided she wanted 
to know more about the backstage doings of wardrobe & board operations, only 
to return to stage management starting with Red Cup Theatre Co’s production 
of DNA and more recently Turtles. She’s glad to be at “the helm” for Blueprint 
For Paradise. Thanks to Ms Laura for your constant faith in my stage mangling 
skills! Thank you audiences for your presence & support! Cheers!
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For thousands of years, playwrights have created searing work that deeply affects 
us. The Athena Cats see theatre as a necessary art, vital to the cultural health of 
the community. The community of actors and other theatre artists living in Los 
Angeles is extraordinary. We couldn't do this without them, and our generous 
donors, volunteers, and supporters. Thank you.  
 

Donors 
 

Gold Circle ($1000 +) 
Anonymous 

 
Diamond Circle ($500 to $999) 

John Wetzork 
 

Ruby Circle ($250 to $499) 
Regi Davis 

Catherine Henry 
 

Special thanks 

Sarah Dzida
Nathaniel Cayanan 

Prince Gomolvilas
 

Lauren Gorski
 

Katherine James
 

Karina Line 
Autumn McAlpin 
Peter McGlynn 
Kiera Nowacki 
J. P. Rosenveldt

  
Laura Steinroeder
Mary Sampson

 
Caron Tate 
Jennie Webb 

Thanks 
Josh Ballinger 
Anthony M. Bertram 
John Combs 
Scott Crawford 
Warren Davis 
Christopher Diehl 

Drew Feldman 
D. J. Harner 
William Joseph Hill 
Ann Hu 
Yuko Lee 
Donald Russell 

Robert Seeley 
Richards Simms 
Doug Spearman 
Eric Toms 

 
The statistics for female playwrights are grim. According to studies, only 22% of plays 
produced Nationwide during the 2011-2014 season were written by women. In the Los 
Angeles area, the statistics for these dates is 23% (Dramatists Guild: The Count; and 
www.lafpi.com). Please consider joining our growing group of supporters who believe in 
equal representation for female playwrights and who believe that female voices in the arts 
are vital for an engaged civic community. For more information, www.theathenacats.org.  
 

The Athena Cats is a sponsored project of Fractured Atlas, a non-profit arts 
service organization. Charitable donations may be made at 
www.theathenacats.org. 

 
Thanks also to Theatre Planners, the Hudson Theatre, The Lounge & Zephyr Theaters,
Kinetic Lighting, the Los Angeles Female Playwrights Initiative (LAFPI), and the
Dramatists Guild of America.  

 
 

                 



 
 

The Hudson Theatres boast three unique spaces as well as a full service cafe serving top-notch espres-
so drinks, made-to-order sandwiches, and fresh baked goods.  With three theatres, it’s likely there are 
simultaneous performances — so we do ask for your help in ensuring other shows are not disturbed 
while you are in the hallway near the restrooms (red flashing lights will indicate the need for silence).  
 

Also note that no food or drink (other than water) is allowed in the theatres. 
 

Now sit back, relax, and enjoy the show.   
 

• Elizabeth Reilly - Hudson Founder / Artistic Director 

 


