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Exodus: The Shanghai Jews
CAST

(in speaking order)
Shannon Cochran............cccooiiiiinnniiinnrcce Ilse Greening
Michael Canavan.............cccoviiiinniiiinne, Herbert Greening
André Sogliuzzo.............ccocoeviiniiniiniiiiicienene Ernest Culman
Alan Shearman .............ccccccovveeininnnccnneecceeeeee, Paul Reisman
Edita Brychta............cccocooooiiiiiiii, Lisbeth Loewenberg
Anna Mathias............ccccoovviiniiii Trude Reisman
Joanne Whalley...........cccooeiniiniinniniiicceeene Melitta Collan
ATYE GIOSS. ...t Gerard Kohbieter-Slaxon

Directed by Anna Lyse Erikson

Exodus: The Shanghai Jews will be performed without an intermission.

Funding for this presentation provided in part by
The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation.
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Note from the Author

The word ‘archive’ often triggers images of dingy old storage spaces and damp
basements; shelves heaving with dusty forgotten documents. Yet, within such
repositories, secret treasures often lie concealed.

The Nazis were obsessive record keepers. They understood, only too well, how
useful an accurately kept archive would be in proving to their superiors that
they were getting the job done. By the time they were defeated in 1945 they
had accumulated thousands of folders, storage boxes and ledgers which, when
put together in one place, would fill 16 miles of shelves. Ironically, of course,
such scrupulous attention to bureaucratic detail was very useful to the prosecu-
tors of the Nuremberg trials. About 700 million pages of the Nazis’ self-incrimi-
nating documents were used as evidence against them.

What you’ll hear tonight is inspired by an archive of a very different nature: the
Edmund S Muskie Archive, at Bates College in Maine to be precise, the online
version of which | happened upon one night. The creator of that archive is
retired history Professor and author, Steven Hochstadt. In 1989, after hearing
stories from his grandmother, Steve, then a young history teacher, began track-
ing down and interviewing elderly German and Austrian Jews who had some-
thing extraordinary in common. They had all evaded the Nazi death camps, by
escaping from Europe to the one country in the world whose doors were wide
open to them.

That safe haven was not the United States, which had such strict rules for entry
in the 1930s that most refugees had no hope of passing the test. Nor was it the
United Kingdom; the Brits only wanted to help refugees who were unlikely to
threaten British jobs, or who could fill specific shortages, like housekeepers.

No, the unlikely place that opened its arms freely to the Jews was Shanghai,
in China.

Exodus: The Shanghai Jews is a collection of personal stories of resilience,
ingenuity, and survival. And we only get to hear these stories because someone
decided to record on tape this particular piece of history, while the eye witness-
es to it were still alive. Keeping an account, and placing it in a public archive, is
important, and a gift. It enriches our knowledge of history by shining a light on
hidden narratives. Steven Hochstadt decided to make recordings and tran-
scribe these accounts of his life’s work, and because of that we are able to give
voice to some of the 20,000 people that China helped to save.

-Kate McAIl, Playwright



Bios

EDITA BRYCHTA (Lisbeth Loewenberg)
recently appeared in LATW’s The Confession
of Henry Jekyll, M.D. as well as in produc-
tions of J.T. Rogers’s Oslo, E. M. Forster’s

A Room With A View, Agatha Christie’s The
Murder on the Links, George Eliot’s Daniel
Deronda, and Lillian Hellman’s Watch on the
Rhine. She also played seven roles in the
acclaimed BBC radio play Me Cheetah: My
Life In Hollywood, starring alongside John
Malkovich. She was born in Prague and raised in London. UK
Theatre includes: Daisy Pulls It Off (London West End), ‘Ophelia’
in Hamlet (UK Regional), “Desdemona’ in Othello, and the world
premiere of Vaclav Havel’s Largo Desolato directed by Tom
Stoppard. US Theatre: Narrator in Leonard Bernstein’s The Kaddish
(Royce Hall). Selected TV /Film credits include: (US) ‘Princess
Diana’ in Behind the Palace Doors, Murder She Wrote, The Rockford
Files, Criminal Minds, Crime of the Century, Man on the Moon,
Conspiracy Theory, Ice Age: Continental Drift; (UK) Taggart, Lovejoy,
Gentlemen & Players (2 seasons), The Escape, Flying in the Branches,
The Britoil Affair, Akumulator] (acted in her native Czech), as well
as Cing Filles A Paris (acted in French). She has recorded a number
of audio books for audible.com, including Jane Goodall’s Seeds of
Hope, Memory’s Last Breath, and The New York Times Best Seller,
This Man Trilogy, for which she was nominated for an Audie. Her
passion has been swimming four times from Alcatraz, three times
the length of the Golden Gate Bridge and twice from the Golden
Gate Bridge to Bay Bridge (10K). Graduate of LAMDA.




MICHAEL CANAVAN (Herbert Greening)
was previously heard on LATW productions
of Judgment at Nuremberg and on the national
tour of The Real Dr. Strangelove. He has
appeared at theatres across the country
including the Joseph Papp Public, the
Barrow St, Merrimack Rep, Pittsburgh
Public, Goodman, Steppenwolf, Writer’s
Theatre, and South Coast Rep, among
others, in roles ranging from ‘Dr Sweet in
Bug, ‘Claudius’ in Hamlet, ‘Jamie Tyrone” in Moon for the
Misbegotten, “Henry II" in The Lion in Winter, “Vershinin’ in Three
Sisters, and ‘John” in Oleanna. Film credits include: Flags of Our
Fathers, Hidalgo, Murder by Numbers, and Striking Distance. He has
guest-starred on dozens of TV shows, most notably, Law & Order,
NCIS, Scandal, Grey’s Anatomy, Mad Men, Frasier, and several
versions of Star Trek. His voice has also been heard in video
games, on the History Channel, in radio ads for salami, and
narrating the Bible on CDs.

SHANNON COCHRAN (IIse Greening)
Most recently appeared in the “Voices of
America” productions of The Little Foxes and
Appropriate at South Coast Repertory
Theatre. She was in the West Coast premiere
of Broadway’s Harry Potter and the Cursed
Child in San Francisco. Recent favorite
credits include the role of “Nora’ in the
world premiere of A Doll’s House, Part 2 at
South Coast Repertory, Buried Child and The
Importance of Being Earnest at Writers Theatre and the Roundabout
National Tour of Cabaret. She is an Obie and Theatreworld Award
winner for the role she created and performed in Bug (Gate
Theatre-London, Barrow Street Theatre) and was in the 1st
National Tour of August: Osage County. Other theatres include:
Steppenwolf Theatre, Lookingglass Theatre Company, Goodman
Theatre, The Old Globe, Long Wharf, Mark Taper Forum,
Barbican (London), Geffen Playhouse, Court Theatre, Victory
Gardens, Marriott-Lincolnshire, and Cincinnati Playhouse. Film
Credits: Captive State, The Ring, Star Trek: Nemesis, The Perfect
Family, and others. Television: Modern Family, Scandal, NCIS: LA,
Grey’s Anatomy, Law and Order: SVU, The Office, etc.




ARYE GROSS (Gerard Kohbieter-Slaxon) is
an American actor, best known for Minority
Report, Big Eden, Gone in Sixty Seconds, A
Midnight Clear, and House II: The Second
Story. Other film credits include: For The
Boys, Grey Gardens, Mother Night, The Experts,
Coupe de Ville, and Tequila Sunrise. Television
credits include: regular and recurring roles
on Castle, Wildfire, Ellen, The Riches, and The
Practice. Theatre credits include: (Broadway)
Brooklyn Boy (Biltmore Theatre); and regionally, Parfumerie (The
Wallis), Circle Mirror Transformation, and the world premieres of
Our Mother’s Brief Affair and Future Thinking (South Coast
Repertory), The Great Leap (ACT-SF), ‘John Heminges’ in The Book
of Will (Denver Center), Uncle Vanya, Mrs. Warren’s Profession, and
Eight Nights (Antaeus Theatre), ‘Ben Joseph’ in After the Revolution
(Baltimore Center Stage), ‘Marvin’ in Above the Fold (Pasadena
Playhouse) and “The Librarian” in Underneath The Lintel at The
Geffen Playhouse.

ANNA MATHIAS (Trude Reisman) is
delighted to be back with LATW, having
previously appeared in Uncle Vanya, Cyrano,
Act One, The Goodbye Girl, and Bump. BBC
Radio 4 credits include Air Force One, The
Man with the Golden Gun, and Live and Let
Die. Favorite film and TV voice credits:
Better Call Saul, NCIS, The Hangover, Borat,
24, Talladega Nights, Grey Gardens, and
Dennis the Menace. Anna has appeared
onstage at the Royal Court Theatre in London, Berkeley Rep, ACT,
Mark Taper Forum, Geffen Playhouse, and The Pasadena
Playhouse. She’s a company member of Antaeus Theatre, Spolin
Players, and Second City Alumni Jam. Stage credits include: Home,
Holly Jolly Xmas, Patience, Trial by Jury, Of Thee I Sing, Bullshot
Crummond, Spokesong, An Evening at Widow Begbick’s, and the
Ovation Award-winning Peace in Our Time. She received Drama-
Logue Awards for Footlight Frenzy and The Metamorphosis. On
screen credits include: Sounds of Silence, Diani and Divine Meet the




Apocalypse, Jack and Jill, Domestic Imports, Mary Mother of Jesus,
Mother Teresa, and McBride. Anna is featured singing with the Los
Angeles Guitar Quartet in The Tower of Babbling, online. She’s also
written All The Lonely People and Get Me To The Zoom on Time,
short comedies presented by The Skylight Theatre, online.

ALAN SHEARMAN (Paul Reisman) is
delighted to be working again with LATW
after the prolonged-pandemic-pause. Alan’s
career began with a London fringe theatre
troupe - Low Moan Spectacular - creating
the hit comedies EI Grande de Coca-Cola,
Bullshot Crummond, Footlight Frenzy, etc.
These led him to New York, San Francisco,
and finally Los Angeles, where he segued
into a variety of Film and TV roles on-cam-
era, along with 400+ movies and TV shows, and 100+ Video
Games as a voice actor. He has written several feature screenplays
and is an award-winning theatre director. Currently, the huge
comedy musical, Something Rotten!, which Alan directed in
Portland, Oregon is enjoying sell-out audiences and nightly
standing ovations.

ANDRE SOGLIUZZO (Ernest Culman) Best
known for: Mank, Missing Link, Love, Death,
and Robots, Being George Clooney,
Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen, The Polar
Express, You've Got Mail, Looking for Richard,
and the “Cheshire Cat’ in Alice Through the
Looking Glass. He is a frequent performer
with LATW (Oslo, Daniel Deronda, The
Goodbye Girl, Frost/Nixon, Salomé, Cyrano de
Bergerac, As You Like It, Act One), and is
frequently on Family Guy, American Dad, Elena of Avalor, and as
Puss in Boots for DreamWorks TV. Listed by IMDB - Top 25
Greatest Video Game Voice Actors of All Time. Top titles include:
Back 4 Blood, Sekiro, The Elder Scrolls, Spyro Reignited Trilogy,
Assassin’s Creed, Guild Wars, Mafia 1, 2 & 3, and was selected by Al
Pacino to voice “Tony Montana” in Scarface: The World is Yours.
André assisted in the vocal restoration of The Good, The Bad, and
The Ugly, and Orson Wells’” The Other Side of the Wind. His voice-
match artistry includes George Clooney, Russell Crowe, Jack




Nicholson, Clint Eastwood, and many others. The shortlist of
directors André has worked with includes- Guillermo Del Toro,
Darren Aronofsky, Taylor Hackford, Michael Bay, Robert
Zemeckis, George Clooney, and finally Oliver Stone, who André
had the pleasure of collaborating with to create over 20 historical
voices for Stone’s Untold History of the United States, and has made
frequent appearances on Jimmy Kimmel Live! and voiced sketches
for Real Time with Bill Maher and Last Week Tonight with John Oliver.
For more info: http:/ /www.andresogliuzzo.com.

JOANNE WHALLEY (Melitta Collan) is an
English theatre, television, and film actress,
known for Scandal, The Man Who Knew Too
Little, and Willow. Television credits include
‘Mary James’ in Sky’s Tin Star, ‘Sister
Maggie” in Marvel’s Daredevil, ‘Margaret’ in
Starz’s The White Princess, “Vanozza
Cattaneo” on Showtime’s The Borgias,
‘Princess Sophie Grimaldi” on CW’s Gossip
Girl. Television miniseries credits include
‘Rheda’ in ITV’s Beowulf, ‘Katherine of Aragon” in BBC's Wolf Hall,
‘Aunt Patience” in BBC's Jamaica Inn, ‘Scarlett O’Hara” in Scarlett,
‘Beatrice” in Channel 4’s A TV Dante, ‘Nurse Mills” in BBC’s The
Singing Detective, 'Emma Craven’ in BBC’s Edge of Darkness, and
‘Ingrid Brown/Rothwell” in Granada Television’s A Kind of Loving.
Off-Broadway theatre credits include: ‘Geraldine Barclay” in What
the Butler Saw. Also has multiple London theatre credits notably at
the Royal Court and the Alameda theaters. Joanne has worked on
many radio productions for the BBC, and with LATW numerous
times. She is thrilled to be involved with this latest production and
would like to take this opportunity to thank LATW for the great
service they do in bringing so many great plays and writers to the
public’s attention.




ANNA LYSE ERIKSON (Director/Senior
Producer) is Producer at L.A. Theatre Works,
having served as senior producer, casting
director, and literary manager for over 100
L.A. Theatre Works live recordings, in-stu-
dio recordings, and tours. Producing high-
lights: A Walk in the Woods (Earphones
Award 2019, Audiofile Magazine’s Best
Audio Books 2019), Disgraced (Audie Award
Nominee 2018), and the critically acclaimed
2014-15 National Tour of In the Heat of the Night. Directing credits
include: Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (L.A. Theatre Works), Circle
Mirror Transformation (The Workroom), A Night with Tennessee
Williams (University of Colorado-Boulder), Rose (University of
Missouri-Columbia). She was previously a founder and Artistic
Director of VAGABOND, Director of Development for the
Morgan-Wixson Theatre, Director of Outreach and Development
for Independent Actors Theatre, and a casting director and pro-
ducing consultant for various commercial, film, theatre, and audio
drama projects. Anna Lyse received a B.A. in Theatre Performance
from the University of Missouri-Columbia, and an M.A. in Theatre
History, Theory, and Criticism from the University of Colorado-
Boulder, both with highest honors.

KATE McALL (Author) is a Sony Gold
award-winning producer and director with
over 30 years’ experience at the BBC. She
began her career making history documen-
taries and literary features for BBC Radio 4,
before turning to drama. BBC productions
include The Willows, with Julian Sands and
Bill Pullman, Me Cheeta, My Life in Hollywood
adapted by Costa Prize winning author Stef
Penney and starring John Malkovich, Life At
Absolute Zero with Eats, Shoots and Leaves author Lynne Truss, an
adaptation of Nobel Prize laureate Malala Yousafzai's latest book,
We Are Displaced, and an adaptation of Kilvert’s Diary, The Journal
of a Victorian Country Curate. Kate has collaborated with L.A.
Theatre Works on several previous projects including The Blood of
Strangers, La Béte, and Arthur Miller - A Life, as well as adaptations
of George Eliot’s Daniel Deronda, E. M. Forster’s A Room with a
View, and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. She also co-produces Dead




Honest, a podcast about the people who work with the dying and
the dead, which won Best British Podcast Gold in 2021. More
information about Kate’s work on her company can be found at
Rhiannonmedia.com.

SUSAN ALBERT LOEWENBERG
(Producing Director) is founder and
Producing Director of L.A. Theatre Works, a
non-profit media arts and theatre organiza-
tion. Ms. Loewenberg has produced
award-winning radio dramas, plays, and
films in Los Angeles, New York, Chicago,
and London. Under her supervision, LATW
has created the largest library of plays on
audio in the world, garnering numerous
awards from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the Writers
Guild, The American Library Association, Publishers” Weekly,
and others. Ms. Loewenberg also serves as host and is the
Executive Producer of LATW’s nationally distributed syndicated
radio series, “L.A. Theatre Works,” broadcast on NPR stations
nationwide. A graduate of Sarah Lawrence College, she has
served on innumerable boards and panels, including the National
Endowment for the Arts, California Arts Council, The Fund for
Independence in Journalism in Washington D.C., and was co-chair
of the League of Producers and Theatres of Greater Los Angeles.
From 1996-2002, Ms. Loewenberg served during the Clinton
administration on the Board of Directors for Federal Prison
Industries, a presidential appointment, and served for several
years as a member of the regional panel of the President’s
Commission on White House Fellows. She is a former member of
the Board of Directors of The Center for Public Integrity having
served 20 years, and a Fellow of the Los Angeles Institute for the
Humanities at USC. Ms. Loewenberg is the author of a number of
articles that have appeared in American Theatre Magazine, The
Los Angeles Times, and various professional journals.




RONN LIPKIN (Senior Radio Producer) After graduating from
Haverford College with a BA in Music History, Ronn worked

as a staff announcer and production director for WYSP-FM in
Philadelphia, helping to create the legendary rock station’s dis-
tinctive sound. He later moved to KLSX-FM in Los Angeles and
worked as a staff announcer, recording engineer and producer,
creating award-winning radio commercials for national and re-
gional clients. For L.A. Theatre Works, he serves as music super-
visor for live productions, lead podcast and radio producer, and
curator for the company’s audio library. He is also an editor and
creative consultant for a number of leading audiobook publishers.

MARK HOLDEN (Recording Engineer/Sound Designer) has over
two decades of experience producing, recording and mixing
various creative projects in studios, on sets, and on live stages.
He has designed, recorded and mixed over 250 plays, live shows
and national tours for L.A. Theatre Works, the BBC and dozens
of production houses, arts organizations and podcast companies.
As a composer and producer, Mark understands that commu-
nication and comfort are essential to a creative space, which is
why he created The Invisible Studios in West Hollywood, CA.
This commercial production and post-production environment is
home base for the many projects overseen by Mark and his team.
Using his adapting, consulting, and project management experi-
ence, he helps both new and established dramas take flight in the
audio drama renaissance. Most recently Mark produced the Audie
nominated WAKE: The Hidden History of Women-Led Slave Revolts
and his team adapted, recorded, and designed the Audie win-
ning Pipeline for L.A. Theatre Works. He has composed for radio,
film, and television such as scoring the award-winning feature
film Out in the Dark. Additionally, he has written, produced, and
engineered for several genres of music and worked with some

of the biggest names in commercial and creative voice talent.
Mark currently serves as board chair of Rogue Artists Ensemble:
rogueartists.org. Learn more about Mark and his team at: theinvis-
iblestudios.com.
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ERICA R. CHRISTENSEN (Production Stage Manager) has a BA
in Theatre Arts as well as a BA in Vocal Music Performance.
Based in Los Angeles, she has been Stage Managing and
Production Managing for several years. Some of her theatrical
Stage Managing credits include: Broadway: The Bengal Tiger at the
Baghdad Zoo. National Tours: 1984 (The Actors” Gang) and Scopes:
The Great Tennessee Monkey Trial (L.A. Theatre Works). Center
Theatre Group: The Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo (Kirk Douglas
and Mark Taper Forum); The Projectionist (Kirk Douglas). Los
Angeles: King Lear & Gem of the Ocean (The Rubicon Theatre), A
Raisin in the Sun & Pressure (L.A. Theatre Works), and Pirates of
Penzance (Santa Barbara Opera). Some of her television credits
include: The Academy Awards, The Golden Globes, The Passion,
Billboard Music Awards, Kid's Choice Awards, People’s Choice
Awards, American Music Awards, The Academy of Country
Music Awards, NFL Honors, Stand Up to Cancer and “Let’s Go
Crazy”: The Grammy Salute to Prince. Erica is thrilled to be back
at L.A. Theatre Works again.

SPECIAL THANKS
JESSE S. MARTINEZ (Assistant Stage Manager)



HD Screening | Saturday, August 26, 2023 | 3pm
TICKETS LATW.ORG OR CALL (310) 827-0889

Presented by L.A. Theatre Works and UCLA James Bridges Theater



HD Screening | Saturday, July 22, 2023 | 3pm
TICKETS LATW.ORG OR CALL (310) 827-0889

Presented by L.A. Theatre Works and UCLA James Bridges Theater




HD Screening | Sunday, July 23, 2023 | 3pm
TICKETS LATW.ORG OR CALL (310) 827-0889

Presented by L.A. Theatre Works and UCLA James Bridges Theater
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Allen & Rose Resnick
Margaret Saferstein
Helene & Leonard Sach
Cheryl & Stuart Shapiro
Bob Stern - in memory of Joan Stern
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“A laugh-out-loud play about play making!”— audiorile Magazine

Now playing on Broadway, this hilarious roast of well-meaning political correctness
puts the American origin story squarely in the comedy crosshairs.

NOW AVAILABLE

ORDER TODAY AT LATW.ORG OR AUDIOSALES@LATW.ORG



Visit LATW.org/join to learn more about

the perks of annual membership, or to make
a general tax-deductible donation.




