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CAST
(in order of appearance)

SIGMUND FREUD .......................................................... Martin Rayner

C.S. LEWIS .............................................................Martyn Stanbridge

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

SETTING
September 3, 1939

Morning

Running time: eighty minutes
Freud's Last Session will be performed without an intermission.

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT MARK ST. GERMAIN

Mark has written the plays Freud's Last Session (Off Broadway Alliance Award), Camping with Henry and 
Tom (Outer Critics Circle Award and Lucille Lortel Award) Forgiving Typhoid Mary, (Time Magazine’s “Year’s 
Ten Best”) Dancing Lessons, Becoming Dr. Ruth, Best Of Enemies, Ears On A Beatie, Scott And Hem and Out 
Of Gas On Lover's Leap. His most recent play, Goerge Washington's Teeth, is set to have a world premiere 
production at Florida Rep in 2018. He is currently commissioned by Orlando Shakespeare Theatre to adapt 
Gertrude and Claudius by John Updike, a spring 2019 production is planned. Relativity, was commissioned and 
produced by Florida Studio Theater, opened in October, 2016 at TheaterWorks in Hartford, Connecticut starring 
Richard Dreyfuss and broke box office records in a two-months run at Northlight Theatre (Chicago), starring Mike 
Nussbaum as Einstein. With Randy Courts, he has written the musicals The Gifts Of The Magi, Johnny Pye and 
the Foolkiller, winner of an AT&T “New Plays For The Nineties Award” (Lamb’s Theater). Jack's Holiday was 
produced at  Playwrights Horizons. Mark’s musical, Stand By Your Man: The Tammy Wynette Story, was created 
for Nashville’s Ryman Theater and has toured nationally. He co-wrote the libretto for Charles Strouse’s American 
Tragedy, and with John Markus wrote the comedy with music, The Fabulous Lipitones. (Premiered Theaterworks, 
Atlanta) Mark co-wrote the screenplay for Carroll Ballard’s Warner Brothers film, Duma. He most recently direct-
ed and co-produced the documentary, My Dog, An Unconditional Love Story that features Richard Gere, Lynn 
Redgrave and Glenn Close, among many others. Television credits include writer and creative consultant for The 
Cosby Show, Life Stories and Dick Wolf’s Crime And Punishment. Mark wrote the award-winning children’s book 
Three Cups, illustrated by April Willy. He is an alumnus of New Dramatists, where he was given the Joe A. Cal-
laway Award, a member of the Dramatists Guild, The Writers Guild of America East and an associate artist at 
the Barrington Stage Company. He was awarded the “New Voices In American Theatre” award at the William 
Inge Theatre Festival.

A debate about God's existence is compelling under any circumstances. But, when set in the last days of the 
world's most famous atheist (Freud) -- desperate to protect his legacy against the new-found conversion of a 
worthy adversary (C.S. Lewis), and set against Neville Chamberlain's committing Britain to WWII -- it cannot be 
denied. The play's ideas, jolting and humorous, are best when they hit a raw nerve in the personal lives of the 
combatants. Let the battle begin.

Voice of the BBC Announcer .............................................. Paul Gregory



MARTIN RAYNER
Sigmund Freud

Martin debuted at the Odyssey as Creon in Oedipus Machina, and is happy to be back. His career has 
had a mind of its own, involving London and major regional theaters in the UK, Cafe Theatre in Paris, NY's 
Broadway and Off-Broadway, Lincoln Center, Shakespeare in Central Park and many theaters across America. 
Film and telly too. Some favorite roles are A.E. Housman in Stoppard's The Invention of Love, Dr Chaotica in 
StarTrek Voyager, Fool in King Lear, Myshkin in The Idiot, Conrad in Gates of Gold, Scrooge in A Christmas 
Carol, Abbe Coulmier in Quills and Ariel in The Tempest. Awards: Drama-Logue, Drama Desk, Barrymore, 
Outer Critics' and Dallas Critics'.

MARTYN STANBRIDGE
C.S. Lewis

This is Martyn's first theater production in the USA. Martyn trained at The Drama Centre London, began his ca-
reer with the Oxford Playhouse Company and stayed with them for several years. Subsequent repertory theater 
work took him around the British Isles, Birmingham Rep, Bristol Old Vic, Cambridge Arts, Liverpool Playhouse, 
Everyman Cheltenham, Glasgow Citizens, Theatre Clwyd Wales and others. Plays ranged from Shakespeare 
to farces. In Ireland, The Shaughraun at The Abbey Theatre ,Dublin, and The Constant Couple in Waterford; 
In London a spell at the National Theatre, in the West End with Coward's The Vortex, at Lyric Hammersmith 
playing Titus in Racine's Berenice and plays at The Greenwich Theatre. Television work includes Good and Bad 
at Games, The Day After the Fair, Hedgehog Wedding, The Halcyon and years ago, a pilot for NBC, Lovers 

Partners and Spies. Martyn is married to Cindy Lou, a PhD in clinical psychology!

WHO'S WHO

PAUL GREGORY
Voice of the BBC Announcer
Mentored by Sir Lawrence Olivier, and played many leading and supporting roles at the Royal National Theatre, Royal 
Shakespeare Company and The BBC. Fun note: Currently voicing The Duke of Edinburgh in a comedy animated feature film 
The Queen's Corgi, to be seen in 2019.

ROBERT MANDEL
Director
Robert Mandel recently took a nine-year hiatus from directing to serve as Dean at the American Film Institute Conservatory.  
He is an award-winning film and television director with credits including F/X, School Ties, Big Shots and The Substitute.  
He’s directed numerous television movies and episodics, including X-Files (Pilot), Lost, Prison Break, and Dominion. Robert 
won an Emmy Award for his first TV movie, Andrea’s Story. He has served as a Directing Mentor at the Sundance Institute 
and won first prize for his short film, Nights At O’Rears at Filmex in LA, USA Film Festival, Dallas, and a screening at the NY 
Film Festival at Lincoln Center. He is the recipient of the special educator award given by The Caucus for Producers, Writers 
& Directors.  Mandel directed theatre in NY at the Manhattan Theatre Club, the Roundabout Theatre Company and The 
Public, where Joseph Papp was his mentor. He directed regionally in Providence, Washington DC, and Syracuse.

PETE HICKOK
Scenic Designer
Pete is a scenic designer, production designer, and artist based out of Los Angeles. His most recent scenic design projects 
include Farragut North at the Odyssey Theater, Die, Mommie Die! at Celebration Theater, and Crimes of the Heart at the 
International City Theater in Long Beach. He was also recently production designer for Medicare Mermaids, and among 
his other ventures is curating and exhibiting in the contemporary art world.  He was nominated for a 2016 Ovation Award 
for his design of Rio Hondo at the Theater of Note. He holds an MFA and PB from the San Francisco Art Institute and a BFA 
from Lewis and Clark College. Recipient of the 2015 Stage Raw award and multiple Ovation nominations for sound design.



KIM DESHAZO
Costume Designer
Kim DeShazo teaches costuming for the stage and dramatic literature at El Camino College, where she designs all of the 
dance productions and theatre as well. She also teaches costume crafts and designs at College of the Canyons in Santa 
Clarita. She has designed at Long Beach City College, Cal State Dominguez Hills and Mt.San Antonio College. This is her 
second production for the Odyssey, following Awake and Sing. Kim is the resident costume designer for International City 
Theatre in Long Beach and has worked with them for fourteen years. She has worked with the Hollywood Bowl on their 
staged summer musicals for the past thirteen years. An Ovation Award nominee, she has had her work showcased at the 
Falcon Theatre, Shakespeare Festival/LA, Theatricum Botanicum, LA Opera, Andak, Opera a la Carte, Pasadena Dance 
Theatre and Long Beach Opera. Industry work in the LA area includes projects for Nike, Adidas, Skechers, Cherokee and 
Diesel clothing, as well as commercials for AFLAC, Best Buy, Target, Disney, Jack in the Box, Luxor Hotel, Hewlett Packard, 
Little Caesar's, DIRECTV, McDonald's and Mattel. Television and film credits range from The Real, The Price is Right, Ozzy 
Osbourne's Variety Show and a pilot for Bobby Flay, to work for the Academy Awards show, Nickelodeon and the Disney 
Channel.

DERRICK MCDANIEL
Lighting Designer
Derrick has been working in the live theater arena for over 20 years, both in Los Angeles and New York. A few of his 
lighting credits include My Sister at the Odyssey Theater, Blood Brothers at the Whitefire Theater, Mellissa Arctic at the Road 
Theater, Mercy Seat at the Inside the Ford Theater and many others. For the 2017-18 award season, Derrick has been nom-
inated for an Ovation Award for Les Blancs at the Rogue Machine Theatre, two nominations from Broadway World for Les 
Blancs, and Little Children Dream of God at the Road Theatre. He's also is a recipient of the “Lighting Designer of the Year” 
for the Scenies. The Odyssey is one of Derrick’s favorite theaters. He'd like to thank the staff and officers of the Odyssey 
Theater for providing the opportunity to create. Thank you for supporting live theater.  Enjoy!

JOSH LA COUR
Prop Designer
Josh is a recent graduate of Loyola Marymount University with dual degrees in theatre arts and business administration.  
He was the Odyssey’s productioniIntern early this summer, and has now taken on the role of production manager.  Recent 
Odyssey works include stage-managing The Dance of Death, property design for Arsenic and Old Lace, and costume 
construction for Jacques Brel is Alive and Well and Living in Paris. He will also be designing costumes for Aphra Behn’s 
commedia dell’arte play, Emperor of the Moon, at Loyola Marymount University this spring.

CHRISTOPHER MOSCATIELLO
Sound Designer
Recipient of the 2015 Stage Raw award and multiple Ovation nominations for Sound Design, Christopher Moscatiello is 
also a composer, music editor/mixer and music director for theater, television and film. TV credits include The Walking Dead 
(AMC), Psych (USA), Eureka and Caprica (Syfy), Human Target (Fox), The Cape and Trauma both at (NBC), Christopher has 
also scored full series, specials and promos for HBO, BBC, NBC, National Geographic and others.Other theater credits 
include The Kennedy Center, Arena Stage, The Folger Shakespeare Theatre, Rogue Machine Theatre, The Wallis Annenberg, 
The Ahmanson Theatre, Antaeus Theatre Company, The Fountain Theatre and Skylight Theatre. Additionally Christopher 
served as assistant conductor on the national tour of The Phantom of the Opera. Before residing in LA, Christopher was the 
associate artistic director and conductor of the Boston Chamber Ensemble, and wrote a ballet commissioned by the Kirov 
Ballet Academy that had its world premiere in Washington, DC.

RON SOSSI
Producer/ Artistic Director /Founder of the Odyssey Theatre Ensemble
Ron received the LA Weekly Career Achievement Award in 2013. He has also received the Los Angeles Drama Critics Cir-
cle Margaret Harford Award for “demonstrating a continual willingness to experiment provocatively in the process of theatre” 
and the Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Ron Link Award for “consistent quality of direction.” Recent OTE directing projects 
include Beckett5, My Sister, Oedipus Machina, Theatre in the Dark (LA Weekly nomination Best Production of the Year), Way 
to Heaven (LA Weekly and LADCC nomination for Best Production of the Year), Adding Machine: A Musical, The Arsonists 
(LA Weekly nomination for Best Direction) Sliding Into Hades (Best Production of the Year, LA Weekly), Kafka Thing!, Far 



EMMA WHITLEY
Stage Manager
Emma is a junior theatre arts major, studying stage management at Loyola Marymount University. She has worked on 
many shows throughout her college years, including Three Sisters, Nine, and Little Shop of Horrors. She spent her last 
spring semester studying theatre in Bonn, Germany and Moscow, Russia in conjunction with the Moscow Art Theatre. She 
is incredibly excited to be stage-managing her first professional production with the talented cast and crew of Freud’s Last 
Session.

GREG VELASCO KUCUKARSLAN
Assistant Director
Greg is excited to return to the Odyssey after having previously worked as assistant director on last year's production of Punk 
Rock. He's a freelance director and producer working in the Los Angeles and Orange County areas, and is currently a company 
member for Buzzworks Theatre Company. Greg's directing credits include Rabbit Hole by David Lindsay-Abaire and Threshold 
Live! (an ensemble written sketch comedy show). He was also artistic director of Theater Threshold (a student-run non-profit thea-
tre organization) at CSU Long Beach, where he received his BA in performance studies. In his free time he enjoys traveling the 
world as well as restoring his '71 Volkswagen bus.

Scenic Charge .................................................................................................................................  Hill Bauman

Master Carpenter .............................................................................................................................. Danny Felix

Set Crew ........................................................................................Joe Behm, Danny Felix, Robert Fox, Josh Pollack

Prop Assistant ...................................................................................................................................Caitlin Wells

Publicist ............................................................................................................................................. Lucy Pollak

Photography ........................................................................................................................................... Enci

Graphic Design ........................................................................................................................ Richard Mantel

Promotional Video ..................................................................................................................... Mandy Ekman

Special Thanks  ..............................................................................................  Andrew Lynford, Marjie Mautner

PRODUCTION STAFF

Away and The Threepenny Opera. Ron has led the Odyssey throughout its 49-year history.

SPECIAL EVENTS

FREUD'S LAST SESSION
Post Show Discussions
Friday, January 19, Wednesday, January 24 and
Sunday, February 11
Tix for $10
Wednesday, January 24, Friday, February 2 and
Thursday, March 1
Wine Night, meet the cast and enjoy FREE wine
January 19 and February 16



ARTISTIC
Artistic Director ....................................................................Ron Sossi
Associate Artistic Director.................................................. Beth Hogan
Literary Manager ................................................... Sally Essex-Lopresti
Student Outreach Director ................................................. Beth Hogan

PRODUCTION
Production Manager  ....................................................... Josh La Cour
Technical Director ..............................................................Danny Felix
Assistant to the Technical Director ......................................... Robert Fox
Lighting Technician ............................................................Danny Felix

ADMINISTRATIVE
Box Office Manager  .....................................................Mark Freeman
Box Office Assistant  ................................................ Sarah Negahdari
Social Media Director ....................................................Mark Freeman
 Publicist ...........................................................................Lucy Pollak
Audience Outreach  ............................... Hilary Bauman, Charles Greig
Facility Managers  ........................................Robert Fox, Juana Gomez
OTE Videographers ..................................... Eric Ekman, Mandy Ekman
OTE Web Designer ............................................................Eric Ekman
OTE Season & Program Graphic Art Designer .......... Peter Simpson Cook
OTE Graphic Designers ........................................ Peter Simpson Cook,  

Luba Lukova, Richard Mantel, Dane Martens
Volunteer Office Staff .................. Julie Lebow, Deloris Plevick, Fred Pollak

VOLUNTEERS
If you would like information on how to volunteer at the Odyssey, please call 310-477-2055, ext. 107. 

Thank you!

ODYSSEY STAFF

VOLUNTEERS:  
Brandon Gompers, Marcia Himmelstein, Cornesha Hunter, James Hunter, Matthew Kahobee, Michelle Kane, Dr. Bob Karns, 
Jessica Kiysocki, Mahmoud Paydar, Joshua Pollack, Zoe Segarra, Caitlin Wells



DANCE AT THE ODYSSEY

OPENING ON MARCH 9
Olivier Award-winners Pat Kinevane and 

Fishamble: The New Play Company 
return to Odyssey Theatre Ensemble, the 
company that introduced Los Angeles 
audiences to the Irish writer/performer 
with an extraordinary trilogy, Forgotten, 

Silent and Underneath opening on 
March 9 through April 1. Actor/writ-
er Pat Kinevane is the recipient of the 

Olivier Award, the Adelaide Fringe Best 
Theatre Award, Forbes’ Best Theater on 
Broadway and Beyond List 2016, and 

The Scotsman Fringe First Award.
For tickets call 310-477-2055 ext. 2

or odysseytheatre.com

MICAELA TAYLOR + THE TL COLLECTIVE 
Saturday, January 20 at 8pm and Sunday, January 21 at 2pm

L.A. CONTEMPORARY DANCE COMPANY
January 26 through February 4

Friday and Saturday at 8pm and Sunday at 2pm

NAKED
February 8 and 9 at 8pm
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Geraldine Karpel, Lawrence & Barbara Kashar, Gary Kaskel, Ron & 
Yaffit Kaufman, Elizabeth Keller, Annette Keller, Patricia Keller, 
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Albert Sheldon, Mary Sherwood, Beth Shube, Rena Shultz, 

Lance & Cookie Sieger, Jacqueline Sims-Williams, Mike Skiff, 
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Lynette Spurber, Swati Srivastava, Naomi Steinhardt, Josephine & 
Warren Sterling, Richard & Barbara Sternberg, Beatrice Steward & 

Jerry Schaefer, Lynne Stewart, Luke Stratte-McClure, Gloria Stroock-Stern, 
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THANK YOU

As a center of the Los Angeles theater community, the 
Odyssey Theatre has been attracting first-class actors, 

directors, writers and designers to its stages for 48 years. 
The Odyssey continues to be a place for all people to meet 

up and experience the magic of live theatre!
This season’s upcoming productions demonstrate the 

Odyssey’s passion for diverse, maverick work.

• Olivier Award-winning actor/playwright 
Pat Kinevane; 

• World Premiere of Edwardo Machado's 
Lysistrata Unbound

• Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Lynn Nottages’s 
Fabulation, or the Re-Education of Undine

• West Coast Premiere of Rumania’s
Old Clown Wanted;

• Return of our newly formed DANCE FESTIVAL, and our 
STUDENT OUTREACH PROGRAM; a collaboration with 
the Los Angeles City College Theatre Department and Tony 

Award-winning playwright Tom Bryant.

As a not-for-profit organization, our work is only possible 
because of charitable donors like you. A gift of any size 

goes a long way toward supporting the Odyssey’s bold and 
exciting productions. 

THANK YOU for helping us sustain our community of 
inspired audiences and artists.
Together we do great things!

For information on how you can become an 
Odyssey supporter, or to renew your support to the theatre 

please call our box office at 310-477-2055 ext. 2 or go online at 
odysseytheatre.com
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