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CAST

PERFORMED BY  ...............  Daniel Passer*

WITH

THE MOVER  .......................  Peter Mark

THE MUSICIAN  ..................  German Schauss

Running time:  75 minutes

Please Note: A hazer will be used in this production.

HEADING INTO NIGHT was commissioned and first produced by 
the Cherry Arts, Ithaca, NY, Samuel Buggeln, Artistic Director.
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The Odyssey is supported in part by a grant from the City of Los Angeles,

Department of Cultural A�airs, LA County’s Creative Recovery LA initiative,

 the Los Angeles County Arts Commission and The Shubert Foundation Inc.

Devised by Beth F. Milles and Daniel Passer*

Directed by Beth F. Milles

Performed by Daniel Passer* with
The Mover Peter Mark

The Musician German Schauss

Costume Designer Márion Talán de la Rosa
Lighting Designer Jackson Funke

Projection Designer Gabrieal Griego
Video Designer–Amazing Race Segment Wei-Fang Chang

Aerial Designer/Rigger Bianca Sapetto
Sound Designer Daniel Passer*

Additional Sound Designer Christopher Moscatiello
Production Coordinator Jenine MacDonald

Stage Manager Katie Chabot 
Assistant Directors Samantha Occhino, Taylor Austin Bazos

Technical Consultant Pierre Clave
Produced for the Odyssey by Beth Hogan

Presented by the Odyssey Theatre Ensemble,
Ron Sossi, Artistic Director

Odyssey Theatre Ensemble presents 

HEADING INTO NIGHT
a clown play about... [forgetting]

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association, the union of Professional Actors 

and Stage Managers in the United States

CONCEPTORS NOTE

From the depths of the pandemic--we dreamt of this piece.

In HEADING INTO NIGHT we seek to explore the ache and pull of cognitive 
loss through the lens of clown-focusing in each and every moment... on joy.

We are indebted to the Odyssey and especially, Beth Hogan for this 
opportunity. We wish to thank The Cherry Arts in Ithaca, NY for supporting 
our original incarnation, for o�ering the time and space for us to examine and 
excavate the intersections between memory and clown.
We wish to express a depth of gratitude to each and every person who has 
contributed (in tiny moments of discovery or larger o�erings of generous 
presence) along the way in our development (in Ithaca, NY, in Detroit, MI in 
New Orleans and now in Los Angeles)

In addition to having the opportunity to evolve our thinking in each 
presentation, we have had the gift to engage in play with those who 
experience cognitive challenge and memory loss, as well as their caregivers, 
in a variety of spaces across the country.   The philosophy of kindler, gentler 
care instituted  by The Dementia Village in Hogeweyk, Netherlands - has 
been our core inspiration.

Special thanks to our own mothers for supporting our initial understanding of 
play-to all of our families and loved ones--to every person who struggles-to 
remember. Please in these moments--be kind,
take an extra breath. And relish the stillness.
And know you are not alone. The thought is right there-on the tip of the 
tongue...
Thank you for being here. We are overjoyed to share this work with you.
Right. Now.

—Beth F. Milles and Daniel Passer   
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PETER MARK
The Mover
Peter is a Brazilian-American actor, artist and educator known 
for his innovative multimedia and site-responsive works, which 
have garnered international critical acclaim. His performances 
have been showcased at prestigious venues such as Hauser 
& Wirth Los Angeles, The Huntington Gardens, The Kennedy 
Center, Teatr Studio Warsaw, REDCAT  studio, and the Wuzhen 
Theater Festival, as well as others in Romania, the Czech 
Republic, Poland, China, and Brazil. His visual art has been 
featured on Channel 4 (UK) and MuseumTV (France). Peter holds 
an MFA from the California Institute of the Arts.

DANIEL PASSER
Performer/Sound Designer
Danny creates work as a performer, writer and director. For over 
a decade, Daniel has been a clown and comedy conceptor for 
Cirque du Soleil and Dragone Entertainment. Credits include 
plays on Broadway and across the globe, at venues such as 
Radio City Music Hall, The Beacon Theater, Lookingglass 
Ensemble, The Goodman, The American Repertory Theatre, 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Madrid Stadium, Moscow 
Art Theatre and The Kremlin. He is a founding member of 
the international clown companies Your New Best Friends, 
Gods of Sex and The Rotten Plantains. Most recently, Daniel 
performed with David Shiner in Juliette Dunn’s The Puzzle at 
The Hedgerow in Philadelphia, he’s in pre-production with 
collaborators Bianca Sapetto and Veronika Krausas on their 
latest spectacle My Birthday Party for Sprung. Daniel is currently 
the associate director of performance and faculty of the 
Theater School at CalArts, and has taught commedia/clown/
improvisation at Moscow Art Theatre, Cirque du Soleil, Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, Brown, Harvard, Cornell, Pace University 
and the Actors Studio. For more, please visit danielpasser.com.

GERMAN SCHAUSS
Musician
German is a guitarist, composer, author and educator. He 
performs and tours as the leader of his own band and with 
other internationally-known artists. Schauss writes music 
for commercials, TV and video games, and has been named 
one of the fifty fastest guitarists of all time by Guitar World.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS BETH F. MILLES
Director
Beth is an award-winning director/adapter. Recent directing work Heading into 
NIght a clown play about …forgetting (Cherry Arts), And If I Don’t Behave Then What  
(Open Fist Theatre Company) Timebomb by Carson Kreitzer, Felt Sad, Posted a Frog 
(international pandemic collaboration) August Osage County (Hangar Theatre) the 
world premiere of Iva Brdar’s Rule of Thumb (Cherry Arts), collaborations with 
poet/playwright Ruth Margra� Temptations of the Fresh Voluptuous (Chicago/
digital) Locket Arias in Chicago (Art Institute of Chicago) Judy Tate’s Fast Blood 
(broadcast nationally by American Slavery Project), West Coast premiere of Carson 
Kreitzer’s Self Defense at The Actors‘ Gang in Los Angeles (3 LA Weekly awards), 
Julia Sweeney’s God Said ”HA!” on Broadway, A Certain Labor Day, written by and 
starring Carroll O’ Connor. Beth adapted/directed The Imaginary Invalid for The 
Actors‘ Gang (4 LA Ovation awards including Best Adaptation.) She is member of 
the Performing and Media Arts faculty at Cornell University.

MÁRION TALÁN DE LA ROSA
Costume Designer
Born in Mexico City, Mexico, Márion Talán De La Rosa has nurtured her work 
by collaborating with artists and innovators of dance, drama, music and opera 
over the last two decades. During this time, her collaborators have included 
Julia Wolfe, Heather Christian, Esperanza Spalding, Sonya Tayeh, Caleb Teicher, 
Chanel DaSilva, Antonio Brown and Joe Salvatore. Márion was a Drama Desk 
Award nominee for Jason Robert Brown musical The Connector (2024) and The 
Lortel Awards for Heather Christian’s Oratorio for Living Things (2022). Reviews of 
her work have been featured in multiple media outlets including The New York 
Times, Playbill.com, Broadway World, Broadway Blog, The Philadelphia Inquirer 
and Broad Street Review.

JACKSON FUNKE
Lighting Designer
Jackson is an award-winning theatre and dance designer from Minneapolis, 
MN and currently working in Los Angeles. Previous productions at the Odyssey 
include Stalin’s Master Class, Elephant Shavings, The Pitch and BEFOK.  Additional 
credits include Ate9 Dance Company, Heidi Duckler Dance, Connecticut Repertory 
Theatre, Playhouse on Park, Newfangled Theatre Company, Northern Starz 
Children’s Theatre, The Matchbox Theatre and Jackdonkey Productions Theatre 
Co.  jacksonfunke.com   @ jackson.funkelx

GABRIEAL GRIEGO
Projection Designer
Gabrieal is thrilled to be collaborating with this amazing team of incredible artists! 
Recent projection designs for theatre include world premiere productions The 
Bauhaus Project, Power and Light and Coney Island Land. Other projection designs 
include The Civility of Albert Cashier, Hairspray, And If I Don’t Behave Then What, 
Footloose!, Calvin Berger, and BOTH. Gabrieal is also a writer, director and puppeteer 
for both theatre and film. She would like to thank her family and friends for their 
invaluable support and love. And to her twin flame, Joseph ‘Sloe’ Slawinski, all the 
love for all the things.  
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WEI-FANG CHANG
Videa Designer - Amazing Race Segment
Wei-Fang is a video designer and creative technologist, born in Taiwan, physically 
based in Los Angeles and spiritually in the universe. She has extensive experience 
in visual e�ects, projection design and interactive programming, particularly 
within live experiences. Her visual language is inspired by the organic flow of 
nature and a subtle perception of logically conflicting human behaviors and 
self-reflection. Wei-Fang is currently pursuing her MFA at California Institute of 
the Arts with a métier in interactive media for performance. She likes green and 
enjoys working with all things computational. (Instagram: @w._.mp4)

BIANCA SAPETTO
Aerial Designer/Rigger
Bianco is a choreographer, director, teacher, aerialist and dancer, and began her 
career as a rhythmic gymnast, claiming five U.S. National Championship titles and 
an alternate position on the 1992 U.S. Olympic Team.  Bianca studied comparative 
religion at Amherst College before “running away with the circus” to join Cirque 
du Soleil. She has performed, choreographed, and directed for Disney, Cirque 
du Soleil, Warner Brothers, Paramount films, the Grammy Awards, the Tonight 
Show, Good Morning America, American Music Awards, Jackie Chan’s Stunt Team, 
Michigan Opera, Astor Piazzola Tango Foundation, Olympic Gymnastics tours, 
Burning Man and the Summit of the Americas for the presidents and prime 
ministers of North and South America. She has taught at the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame, Esalen Institute, USC, UCLA, National Young Arts Foundation, Jo�rey Ballet, 
PEN USA, Center for Yoga LA, Le Petit Cirque, and yoga, dance, and circus schools 
nationwide for kids and adults.

CHRIS MOSCATIELLO
Additional Sound Designer
Chris is an award-winning sound designer, composer, music editor and music 
director for theater, TV and film, and he is the resident sound designer at Rogue 
Machine Theatre. TV highlights include The Walking Dead, Eureka, Psych, Human 
Target, Caprica, The Cape and Trauma. He has scored series and specials for 
National Geographic and The Discovery Channel, as well as specials and promos 
for HBO, BBC, Animal Planet, MSNBC, ZDF Germany and The History Channel. 
Theatre highlights include The Kennedy Center, The Smithsonian Institution, 
The Shakespeare Theatre, Signature Theatre, Roundhouse Theatre, Antaeus, 
A Noise Within, Skylight Theatre, The Fountain Theatre, Odyssey Theatre, The 
Road Theatre and Pacific Resident Theatre; and he served as assistant conductor 
for the national tour of The Phantom of the Opera. An East Coast native, Chris 
was associate artistic director and conductor of the Boston Chamber Ensemble 
and wrote a ballet commissioned by the Kirov Ballet Academy that had its world 
premiere in Washington, DC.

KATIE CHABOT
Stage Manager
Katie is honored to continue her work at the Odyssey with Heading into Night. Katie 
is a graduate of Vanderbilt University, where she received degrees in education 
and theatre. Most recently, she worked with the Odyssey as the stage manager 
for 3 Faces of Steve: Sondheim in Concert. Other stage management credits include 

Odyssey Theatre Ensemble (Fear of Heights, Elephant Shavings) and Florida Studio 
Theatre (The Last Acorn, Babel, What the Constitution Means to Me). Special thanks 
to the Heading into Night team for all of their amazing hard work, her family’s 
endless and unwavering support, and all at the Odyssey.

SAMANTHA OCCHINO
Assistant Director
Samy is from San Diego. Recent assistant-directing credit includes Design for Living 
with Odyssey Theatre Ensemble.

TAYLOR AUSTIN BAZOS
Assistant Director
Taylor is an LA-based director and actor with a BA in performing and media arts 
from Cornell University. Most recently, Taylor directed and produced Baby Rock, an 
original bilingual children’s musical, in the Edinburgh (C Venues) and Hollywood 
(The Actors Company) fringe festivals, as well as throughout the Finger Lakes 
Region in New York. She is also fresh o� the national tour of Cocomelon Party 
Time. This will be her second time working with Beth Milles, as she assistant-
directed Milles’ version of And If I Don’t Behave Then What starring Cynthia Ettinger 
with the Open Fist Theater Company in Los Angeles in 2023. Taylor travels the 
world teaching theater and improv in cities such as Cuenca (Ecuador), Madrid 
(Spain), New York City and Los Angeles. Taylor hopes this piece will shine a bit of 
light and laughter on a heavy and all-too-familiar topic.

PIERRE CLAVEL
Technical Consultant
Pierre has been designing, building and production-managing shows for 40 years. 
Glad to be a part of this amazing project. 

BETH HOGAN
Producer
Beth is the associate artistic director of the Odyssey, sta� producer and has acted 
in over 30 Odyssey productions.

RON SOSSI
Artistic Director
Ron received the LA Weekly Career Achievement Award in 2013. He has also received 
the Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Margaret Harford Award for “demonstrating 
a continual willingness to experiment provocatively in the process of theatre” and 
the Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Ron Link Award for “consistent quality of 
direction.” Recent OTE directing projects include Faith Healer, The Dance of Death, 
Beckett5, My Sister, Oedipus Machina, Theatre in the Dark (LA Weekly nomination 
Best Production of the Year), Way to Heaven (LA Weekly and LADCC nomination for 
Best Production of the Year), Adding Machine: A Musical, The Arsonists (LA Weekly 
nomination for Best Direction) Sliding Into Hades (Best Production of the Year, 
LA Weekly), Kafka Thing!, Far Away and The Threepenny Opera. Ron has led the 
Odyssey throughout its 54-year history.
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NOW PLAYING AT THE ODYSSEY...

PRODUCTION STAFF
Scenic Coordinators Jenine MacDonald, Danny Felix, Lenny Felix

Master Electrician Danny Felix
Back Stage Crew Patrik Braun, Matthew Heshejin

Publicist Lucy Pollak
Graphic Artist Luba Lukova
Photography Cooper Bates

RECORDED VOICES
Sandra Milles, Jean Parelman 

with Holly Adams, Cristian Amigo, Samuel Buggeln, 
Quin Frederich, Beth Milles, Rob Natoli, Daniel Passer, 
Sarah Plotkin, Ravi Ramakrishna, Jennifer Schilansky

SPECIAL THANKS
Will DeVary, CalArts School of Theater,  

Cornell Department of Performing and Media Arts, Lisa Boquist, 
Martha Demson, Richard Hoover, Samuel Buggeln, Michael Darling, 

Nils Hoover, Natalie Cohen, Marjie Mautner, Nisha Sujatha Arunasalam, 
Rob Natoli, Jennifer Palumbo, Tim Wright, The Fountain Theatre, 

Dan Fishbach, Bart DeLorenzo

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE ORIGINAL DESIGN TEAM AT 
THE CHERRY ARTS (Ithaca, NY) 

With special regard for the contributions of original 
sound designer Cristian Amigo and props master Tim Ostrander

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE
October 5 - November 17, 2024

Wednesday, October 16 & November 6 at 8pm

Friday, October 11, 18, 25 and November 1, 8, 15 at 8pm

Saturday, October 12, 19, 26 and November 2, 9, 16 at 8pm

Sunday, October 13, 20, 27 and November 3, 10, 17 at 2pm

Post Show Discussions
Wednesday, October 16

Friday, November 6 

Pay-What-You-Can & Wine Night Fridays
Enjoy complimentary wine and snacks with the cast after the show.

HEADING INTO NIGHT
a clown play about... [forgetting]



11

310-477-2055 ext. 2, or odysseytheatre.com  
2055 S. Sepulveda Blvd., West Los Angeles, CA 90025
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ODYSSEY STAFF

ARTISTIC

Artistic Director Ron Sossi
Associate Artistic Director Beth Hogan
Literary Manager Sally Essex-Lopresti

Dance Festival Curator Barbara Mueller-Wittmann
Thresholds of Invention Curator Tony Abatemarco

Music Festival Curator John Snow
Student Outreach Director Beth Hogan

PRODUCTION

Technical Director Danny Felix
Assistant to the Technical Director Lenny Felix

Master Electrician Danny Felix
Production Assistant Rob Fox

ADMINISTRATIVE

Box O�ce Manager Heather Cunningham
Box O�ce Assistant Isabelle Richardson

Business Manager Angelica Sanchez Gomez 

Social Media Director Katy Yates, Jessica Kwen
Publicist Lucy Pollak

Facility Manager Juana Gomez
OTE Web Designer Nicole Ja�e

OTE Graphic Designers Peter Simpson Cook, Luba Lukova
Assistant House Managers Rob Fox, Carly Fox

Los Angeles City College Prop and Costume Department 
Volunteer O�ce Sta�: Dolores Plevnik, George Wiedem, Julie Lebow

Volunteer Ushers: Meghan Mary Birnbaum, Dr. Bob Kerns, 
Elizabeth Larocca, Robert Papazian, Genea Sampson, 

Diba Shooshani, Alec Z. Swanberg

ODYSSEY BOARD MEMBERS
Sol L. Rabin • Colleen Rabin • Pamela Foust • Harold McDougall  

Gabriel Grunfeld • Daniel Lowenstein • Michael Powell  
Strath Hamilton • Judd Dunning • Denise Blasor • Diana Cignoni  

Anna Nicholas • Michael Powell • Ron Sossi

ADVISORY BOARD
Sylvie Drake • Rob Reiner 

CORPORATE & GOVERNMENT SPONSORS
The Broad Foundation •  California Community Foundation 

Cannon Family Foundation • City of Los Angeles Cultural A�airs Department  
Los Angeles County Arts Commission • California Community Foundation

Los Angeles Philanthropic Committee for the Arts 
Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles • The Shubert Foundation

ANGELS
Kathy Cairo • Robert & Sara Cannon & the Cannon Family Foundation

Diane Cary & James Parriott • Bartosz Chmielowski 
In Memory of George Christopoulos • Victor L. Cole & Patricia K. Green 

Pamela & Randy Dreyfuss  • In Memory of Norman Felton • Pamela Foust  
Isabel & Harvey Kibel • Philip & Julie Lebow • Daniel & Sharon Lowenstein 

Marjie Mautner • Jan Munroe • Joan Payden  
In Memory of William R. Payden • Michael Powell & Sheila Phillips 

Sol & Colleen Rabin • Stuart Scudder • Jill Black Zaiben

BENEFACTORS & PATRONS
Dan & Diana Attias • Michael & Lyuba Co�ey • Sonja Bolle

David & Janice Ann Champion • Michael & Lyuba Co�ey 
Maryle Emmett • William & Patricia Flumenbaum • Rosa & Larry Goldstein

Shelly Grant • Frank Gruber & Janet Levin • Cathleen Linder • Gabriel Grunfeld 
Betsy Handler • Edward A. Harris • Patricia Keating • Kathrine King  
Carol Kotroczo • Jody Kreiman • Robert Leventer & Jenna Blaustein 

Mel & Barbara Markman •William McBride • Harold McDougall 
Alley Mills and In Memory of Orson Bean  Rio & Frank Morse  

Shelly Parsons & David Keller • Sally & Brian Rivera
Robert & Ann Ronus • Bob & Diane Roosth • Martin Shapiro & Barbara Vickrey

Anna Steers • William Timberlake • Peter Whybrow

DONORS
Herta Amir • Robert C. Anderson • Roberta & Robert Blank • Eileen Branda

Martha Chase • Katherine & Bill Cleary • Linda Dozier • James Freed • Steve Gabel
Glenn Gottlieb • James Heaton • Georganne Aldrich Heller • Sheila & Milton Hyman

Bruce Katzman • Carol Kotroczo • Susan Laemmle • Sharon Lasman  
Laurie Lasman • Mark Leevan • Mary Lou Leo • Cathleen Linder • Fred Manaster  
Robert Mandel • Myron Meisel • Jonathan Mersel • Allan Miller & Laura Zucker  

Frank Morse • Joyce E. Nakasaki • Susan & Harold Reichwald • Edwin Robinson • 
Darrol & Carole Stanley • Clara Steingold • Gloria Tapanes • Susan Tritt

A complete list of our donors can be found on our website.

As a not-for-profit organization, our work is only possible because of charitable 
donors like you. A gift of any size goes a long way toward supporting the Odyssey’s 
bold and exciting productions. THANK YOU for helping us sustain our community of 

inspired audiences and artists. Together we do great things! odysseytheatre.com
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MISSION
With a 53-year history as one of Los Angeles’ most adventurous companies and a pi-
oneer in the intimate theatre movement, the Odyssey continues to o�er world-class 
live theatre experiences in its three-theatre complex. Whether it be an original new 
play, a bold re-envisioned classic, or something hot o� the international theatre 
circuit, the Odyssey strives to be provocative, mind-bending and emotionally po-
tent.  As an artist-run venture, this unique company is always multicultural in both 
intent and practice, serving the wonderfully diverse ethnic mix of the Los Angeles 
community…both of artists and audiences.

SUPPORT US
We are so grateful to have you in our family. Thank you for supporting the Odyssey 
and making live theatre part of your life. Give a gift today and help us to continue 
to produce ambitious work, support daring artists and maintain low ticket prices.

CONNECT TO THE OTE
Join our mailing list to receive brochures, newsletters and the latest information on 
OTE events.

310-477-2055 ext.2 or odysseytheatre.com   
facebook.com/odysseytheatre
twitter.com/OdysseyTheatre_   
instagram.com/odysseytheatre


