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WELCOME BACK!

This is the Victory’s 43rd anniversary of 
developing and producing new plays.
We strive to find plays that address
current issues and will challenge our 
audiences. We hope you are talking
about your experience long after you
leave the theatre. HOME FRONT is a T
love story by Warren Leight about two
people who fall in love the night World
War II ends – a time of euphoria for 
Americans after years of devastating 
conflict. Can that sense of good will
and new beginnings wipe away the 
biases and discrimination which costs
all of us not just financially, but socially
and personally? We hope you enjoy
an empathetic involvement into a very
personal journey.
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THE VICTORY THEATRE PRESENTS 
THE WEST COAST PREMIERE OF



CAST  in order of appearance

C.J. LINDSEY ................................................................ Lt. James Aurelius Walker

AUSTIN HIGHSMITH GARCES ....................................................... Annie Overton

JONATHAN SLAVIN ................................................................... Edward Glimmer

UNDERSTUDIES  in order of appearance

JOHN PAUL DUNN ....................................................... Lt. James Aurelius Walker

EMERSON  COLLINS ..................................................................... Edward Glimmer

TIME:  1945 TO 1948

PLACE: NEW YORK CITY AND GOOSE CREEK, SC

NOTE
While the story of the Golden Thirteen is real, the character of Lt. James

Walker is fictional and not based on any member of that august group.

Restrooms are in the rear of the building. 
Exit through front lobby along left side of the building.

    
 THERE WILL BE ONE 15-MINUTE INTERMISSION

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
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THE CAST in order of appearance

C. J. LINDSEY  (Lt. James Aurelius
Walker) C. J. Lindsey is a graduate
of Purchase Theatre Conservatory 
and has had the privilege to work in
regional theatre, most notably in the 
production of  August Wilson’s Jitney
at The Denver Center. He also has
worked in both film and television, 
most recently with a leading role in the 
film All the Men in My Life, television
roles on S.W.A.T CBS, Tales BET.

AUSTIN HIGHSMITH GARCES  
(Annie Overton ) Austin is an artist, 
actress, published author/illustrator, 
and produced screenwriter. She is
best known for the role of “Phoebe,”
in the Warner Brothers/Alcon
Entertainment films, Dolphin Tale 
1 & 2 and as “Ms. Lang” in season
2 of MTV’s Scream: The TV Series. 
Highsmith Garces’s TV credits
include Criminal Minds, SWAT,T The 
Rookie, and NCIS, as well as many
others. Film credits include  Gangster 
Squad, and many independent and 
made for television movies. Apart from 

her on-screen work, Highsmith Garces 
was a stand-up comic for many years
having performed at such venues as
the Comedy Store, Acme Comedy
Theatre, and the Tampa Improv. Austin
is a founding member of The Ruskin
Group Theatre in Santa Monica. Her 
theatre credits include “Annie” in All 
My Sons, “Rosannah” in Brilliant 
Traces, “Evelyn” in The Shape Of 
Things, and “Heather” in The End Of 
Sex to name a few. Highsmith Garcesx
wrote and sold her first TV feature
film, A Country Romance, and starred
in it as well, which aired on UPtv in the
fall of 2022. She also co-wrote and
starred in a comedy feature, The Plus 
One, which wrapped production April
2022, starring Ashanti and Cedric the
Entertainer, and is aiming for release
early 2023. Her children’s book, The 
Miracle Tree, about her experience as
a young girl was published in April of
2019 through Doce Blant Publishing. 
A native of Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, Highsmith Garces graduated
from the University of North Carolina 
- Chapel Hill with a dual degree in
Fine Arts and Political Science. She’s

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
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a graduate of the Ruskin School of
Acting where she now teaches the
Meisner Technique. Austin would like 
to thank Warren for allowing her to 
step into Annie’s shoes, and to thank 
Maria and Tom for allowing her to
once again grace the Victory stage.
But mostly, Austin wants to thank her 
husband Teddy for being the best part 
of every day. For more information visit 
austinhighsmithofficial.com

JONATHAN SLAVIN(Edward
Glimmer) Jonathan Slavin (he, him,
they, them) was born on a Marine
base in North Carolina and grew up
in Pennsylvania. After high school, 
he fled to New York and performed 
in The Best of Schools at Ubu Rep, 
Lincoln Center and then Broadway
in Wendy Wasserstein’s The Sisters
Rosensweig, to Dallas to do Six 
Degrees of Separation(a production
that was visited and subsequently cited
by the Dallas Vice Squad), and finally
to Los Angeles, to appear in the West
Coast premiere of Larry Kramer’s The

Destiny of Me.  Additional local theater 
credits include The Boomerang 
Effect at the Odyssey and then the
Zephyr, and The Arrival at Sci-Fest.
On television, Jonathan has appeared
as a series regular on Dr. Ken, Better 
Off Ted, Andy Richter Controls 
the Universe, Union Square, and 
voiced Ogo, a neurotic and slightly 
deranged robot, on the animated
series Robot and Monster. He 
recurred on Netflix’s Santa Clarita
Diet, Speechless, Family Tools,
and My Name is Earl, to name a few.
Recent and/or notable guest stars
include Grace and Frankie, Pam & 
Tommy, Corporate, The Neighborhood, 
Grey’s Anatomy, Friends, and Major 
Crimes. Among his film credits
are Starf*ckers, Marvelous and The
Black Hole, Dirty Girl, Hard Pill, and A
Cinderella Story. Slavin is an activist,
dedicating much of his time to animal
rights, and is a longtime vegan and
animal rescuer. Proudly identifying
as both queer and gay, he is equally
committed to LGBT rights. He marched
on Washington for the first time in
October of 1987, began protesting
with ACT UP(Aids Coalition to Unleash
Power) in New York shortly afterwards,
and has been ferociously screaming
for equity, equality and inclusion ever
since. He has thrice participated in
AIDS/LifeCycle, a nearly 600 mile bike
ride from San Francisco to Los Angeles, 
raising funds for HIV services provided 
by the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian
Center, where he continues to volunteer
his time to Lifeworks, the Center’s 
mentorship program.
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UNDERSTUDIES
JOHN PAUL DUNN (Lt. James
Aurelius Walker) is from Newark, 
NJ. He currently attends the
Gobetti/Ormeny Acting Studio 
under the direction of Maria
Gobetti, after having recently 
moved to Los Angeles. Generally 
described by many as intense and 
confident, these characteristics 
have assisted him with pursuing 
acting and filmmaking with absolute 
dedication.

EMERSON COLLINS (Edward
Glimmer) starred in BRAVO’s The 
People’s Couch and was featured 
performing “Will I?” in Rent ont
FOX. He produced and starred in A
Very Sordid Wedding and Southern 
Baptist Sissies. He produced the L A 
Drama Critic’s Circle Award-winning
world premiere of Del Shores’ 
Yellow, a national tour of Sordid 
Lives and Southern Baptist Sissies,
and co-produced and recurred in 
LOGO’s Sordid Lives: The Series. He 
produced and directed the play and 
film of Del Shores’ Six Characters In
Search of a Play. Emerson starred
in the regional theatre premiere 
of Buyer & Cellar in Palm Springs 
and again at the Laguna Playhouse. 
He appeared in the world premiere 
productions of The Boomerang Effect 
opposite Jonathan Slavin and The $5 
Shakespeare Company. Emerson is
also the Program Director for the Del
Shores Foundation. 
emersoncollins.com 

ARTISTIC STAFF
WARREN LEIGHT (Writer)
Warren Leight’s Side Man won
the 1999 Tony Award for Best Play
and was a 1999 Pulitzer Finalist. 
Warren also received Newsday’s
Oppenheimer Award for Best Debut
of an American Playwright, and the
play was nominated for several Drama
Desk and Outer Circle Critics Awards, 
including Best Play, and the John
Gassner Playwriting Award. Other
Drama Desk nominated work includes
the play No Foreigners Beyond 
This Point, and the books to the 
musicals Leap of Faith (Alan Menken,
composer) and Mayor (composerr
Charles Strouse). His ATCA-nominated 
play Glimmer,Glimmer and Shine
(starring John Spencer) had its West 
Coast Premiere at the Taper before its
Manhattan Theatre Club production in
New York. Two collections of his one
acts Dark, No Sugar and r Stray Cats
and the Outer Critics Circle-nominated
High Heeled Women cabaret act
Fame Takes a Holiday have also been y
published by DPS.

Warren just stepped down from
his role as showrunner and Executive
Producer of Law and Order: SVU. 
During his tenure the show became the
longest running US primetime drama
in history, celebrated its 500th episode, 
and won Imagen, NAACP, and Prism
awards. He has also been showrunner
and Executive Producer of HBO’s
Peabody Award-winning In Treatment,
starring Gabriel Byrne, Hope Davis,
and John Mahoney; the Edgar Award-
winning L&O: Criminal Intent, and FX’s



critically acclaimed Lights Out. 
Film work includes The Night We

Never Met  starring Matthew Broderickt
and Annabella Sciorra, which Warren 
wrote and directed (Deauville Film 
Festival), Me and Him,  directed
by Doris Dorrie, and Before the
Nickelodeon, a documentary about
early American cinema (New York Film 
Festival premiere).

Warren is the former President
of the Writer’s Guild of America,
East, and is a current member of the
Dramatists Guild Council. Warren is an
enthusiastic supporter of the 24-hour
Play Festival and has written almost a 
dozen overnight one-acts and musicals 
for them.

Warren is a graduate of Stanford
University. He lives with his wife and 
daughters in New York.

MARIA GOBETTI (Director/Producer)
Recently directed the critic’s choice, 
World Premieres of A Terminal Event,
Elijah, Resolving Hedda, The Engine of 
Our Ruin, Unemployed Elephants – A 
Love Story and Pie in the Sky. Pie in 
the Sky has been made into a movie
during the pandemic. It has received
over 15 festival awards, among them
Best Director in the Toronto Women’s 
Film Festival. Among prior plays: the 
original World Premiere of The Miss 
Firecracker Contest by Beth Henley,t
and the critically acclaimed production 
of the West Coast premiere of Ten Cent 
Night by Melissa Wegrzyn. Maria has
directed over 80 plays, including the 
musical My Old Friends by Norman
Sachs and Mel Mandel. In fact, she
has directed most of the BareBones 

Productions at The Victory. Among
others, she produced the original West 
Coast Premiere of On The Money,
and the award-winning Who’s Your 
Daddy? which went on to productions
in Scotland and New York, directed by
Tom Ormeny. Maria has appeared in
Television and Film as well as Stage
and starred last at the Victory in the
comedy hit Sex and Education by
Lissa Levin. Her first love always has 
been the theatre. She is the Director
of the Gobetti-Ormeny Acting Studio,
coaches at the various major studios, 
and  teaches at the New York Film
Academy. Maria spent two years
as Director of Development for The
Brillstein Company and worked as 
both director and coach at Hanna-
Barbera. A member of the Directors’
Guild of America, she has directed for 
Disney. Maria is a member of Women
in Film, Women in Theatre, AEA, SAG/
AFTRA, and the DGA. She served as
chair of the 99 Seat Review Committee.
She was the 1992 recipient of WIT’s
Outstanding Achievement in Theatre 
Award and WIT’s Red Carpet Award for
excellence in Theatre. She received
the Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle 
Award for Lifetime Achievement in
Theatre and for Direction. She and
Tom Ormeny received the Stage Raw
Award for Lifetime Achievement
in 2017. She and Tom Ormeny are 
the founders and Artistic Directors
of The Victory Theatre Center
thevictorytheatrecenter.org.

TOM ORMENY (Artistic Director/
Producer) has appeared in many 
productions at the Victory. He started 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
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as a child actor in New York City. His
first professional work started on 
Radio Free Europe/Hungarian Division.
Most recently, he appeared at the
Victory in the critically acclaimed The 
End of Sex, Resolving Hedda, Old 
Glory, My Old Friends, and Broken 
Glass. Other theatre acting credits
include On the Money, Haunted 
Wilderness, Escape from Happiness,
Meet the Wilsons, Oleanna, and 
Love and Politics  (aborted gratis the
pandemic)! Tom has also performed
at International City, the Odyssey, 
and the Met Theatres in Los Angeles.
He has extensive film and television 
credits including Primary Colors, Gang
Related and guest star appearances
in Mad Men, Grey’s Anatomy, etc.,
with stints on the soaps Days of Our 
Lives and General Hospital. His 
dramaturgy and direction earned the
Victory’s production of Who’s Your 
Daddy? by Johnny O’Callaghan a?
critically acclaimed production at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival and Off-
Broadway at the Irish Rep. He earned
his DGA card directing for Disney on 
The New Mickey Mouse Club. Tom
and Maria Gobetti are the founders
and artistic directors of the Victory 
Theatre Center. Since 1979, Tom has
produced, directed, and/or acted in
over 100 productions at the Victory,
most of them World Premieres. He has 
taught acting and directed at several
colleges. He is the proud recipient 
of the Los Angeles Stage Alliance’s 
Ovation - James A. Doolittle Award for
Leadership in Theatre. Recently, he
and Maria were honored with the Red
Carpet Award from Women in Theatre

for excellence as Producers/Artistic 
Directors. Last year, they received 
Lifetime Achievement Awards from 
Stage Raw. Tom works actively in
arts advocacy. He was instrumental
successfully lobbying for the “one 
percent for the arts” tax for the City of
Los Angeles. He served eight terms 
as the president of the Los Angeles 
Theatre Alliance. Tom is a devoted
acting teacher at the Gobetti-Ormeny
Acting Studio.

EVAN A. BARTOLETTI (Set
Designer/Producer) Evan is an award-
winning designer experienced in the 
creation of commercial, theatrical and 
live productions.  He is accomplished
in design conceptualization and 
implementation for a variety of venues 
and budgets. A background in fine art
allows him to work in a range of media 
and environments while professional 
work experience informs every aspect 
of Evan’s creative process. Evan has 
previously designed at the Victory 
such premieres as The Engine of Our 
Ruin, Pie in the Sky (Ovation Awardy
nominated for set design), Resolving 
Hedda, Unemployed Elephants, A 
Terminal Event and t Love & Politics. He 
is a member of USA 829 and currently
a participant in the 2022 Art Directors
Guild Initiative. His design partner 
Lisa D. Lechuga and Lechetti 
Design continue to be an inspiration.

CARIN JACOBS (Costume Designer)
Carin Jacobs has designed over 100
shows for professional and educational 
theatre.  Her work can be seen in many
genres including theatre, film, live stage 
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shows and professional cheerleading.  
Favorites include Arizona Cardinals
Cheerleading Uniforms, 4 national 
tours for LA Theatre Works, the feature
films Saving Lincoln & When Do We 
Eat?.  A highlight of her career was
having the opportunity to work with 
Julie Taymor and the creative costume
design team on The Lion King in Los
Angeles.  In addition to her freelance 
design work, Carin teaches at FIDM. 
She holds a B.A. in Art History from 
UCLA and an M.F.A. in Theatre from
Cal State Long Beach.  Carin loves her 
career and feels like one of the luckiest 
people in the world to be making a
living creating art.  Visit her website at
CarinJacobsCostumeDesign.com 

NOAH ANDRADE (Sound Designer)
Noah Andrade is an award winning
composer and sound designer for 
film, theater, and digital mediums.
Growing up in Venice, CA provided 
him early exposure to art and culture
of a particularly eccentric type. He
developed his love for sound and music 
at a very young age when he got his
first handheld tape recorder and using 
it in unconventional and experimental 
ways. Today he is still experimenting, 
and still loves sound and music in all its
forms and fashions. 

JERMAINE ALEXANDER (Video
Projections) is excited and honored 
to be a part of the Victory Theater’s
production team. He is an actor, 
director, and video producer. He played 
John Coltrane in Birdland Blue at The 
Robey Theatre Company. And recently 

was seen as Frankie on The Young & 
The Restless and on Criminal Minds 
Evolution. His first feature film, a
paranormal thriller,  titled Foreseen is 
available now on Amazon Prime!

BENEDICT CONRAN (Lighting
Designer) is excited to design his 
first show at the Victory Theater.
Benedict is an LA-based designer, 
currently finishing his MFA degree at
UCLA. His particular interest is in
combining immersive theater and
mixed reality. Designs include A Most 
Favored Nation (UCLA REMAP), Man’s
Favor, Devil’s Plan (Robey Theater
Co), Pippin (UCLA). Assistant credits 
include Traif (Geffen Playhouse)f
and Power of Sail (Geffen Playhouse).

LUCY POLLAK (Publicist) has been K
providing publicity services to the 
Los Angeles arts community for the
past 21 years. Her clients include The
Antaeus Company, Circle X Theatre
Co., Ensemble Studio Theatre/LA,
The Fountain Theatre, L.A. Theatre
Works, Los Angeles County Arts
Commission; The Matrix Theatre
Company, Rogue Artists Ensemble;
The Will Geer Theatricum Botanicum;
numerous independent theater
and dance productions; individual
performers like author and pop culture
“histo-tainer” Charles Phoenix; and
large events and festivals such as the
annual L.A. County Holiday Celebration
at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion and
the NoHo Scene. From 1981 to 1990,
Ms. Pollak was production manager/
staff producer at the Odyssey Theatre,
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where she co-produced all productions 
with artistic director Ron Sossi. Her
credits at the Odyssey included over
100 productions. For the 1993 Los
Angeles Festival, she line produced 
Reza Abdoh’s controversial Quotations 
From A Ruined City. She is the recipient
of an L.A. Drama Critic’s Circle Award
(Master Class), an L.A. Weekly Award
(Mary Barnes), 4 Drama-Logue Awards 
(Mary Barnes, ldioglossia, Accidental
Death of An Anarchist, It’s A Girl!), and
a Women in Theatre Recognition Award.
During her tenure at the Odyssey, Ms. 
Pollak has also served on the boards
of directors of the Los Angeles Theatre 
Alliance (now LA Stage Alliance) and 
Women in Theatre and on the Advisory 
Board of P.A.T.H. (Performing Arts
Theatre for the Handicapped).

SPECIAL THANKS TO
J. Teddy Garces for
Dance Choreography

STAFF/CREW
Cody Hathcock
STAGE MANAGER, LIGHT &
SOUND OPERATOR

Neda Vasileva
Omar Jesus Morales Ruiz
ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER

Alyce Heath
BOX OFFICE

THANKS TO  
Evan A. Bartoletti, Lisa D. Lechuga
And, as always, Jennifer Logan
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Vanguard Charitble Endowment Program & Dr. Neal Pepper in memory of Evelyn Pepper

Paramount Vasin, Heyn & Co.

PREMIER BENEFACTORS (25,000 – ) 
Ron & Cheryl Howard
Gary Randall

BENEFACTORS (10,000 – 24,999)
Gary Randall
Neill Foster

PATRONS ($1,000 – $4,999)

Janet Alexander
Robert E. Alschuler
Judy Jean Berns
Caplin Foundation
David Clennon
David Colville
Kathy Dailey

April Dammann
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FRIENDS ($25 – $99)

Anonymous
321 Records, LLC
William Ahmanson
Hope Alexander-Willis
Stephen Allott
Michael Anderson
Scott Anderson
Gary Paul Andre
Andrew & Rebecca

Apfelberg
Jack Baker
Paula Bailey
Katharine Barnansky
Erika Benesch
Tord Benner
Anthony Bennet
Lea Berkeley
Lori Berlanger
Denise Blazy
Jason Blatt
Laura Boccaletti
Bonnie Bogin
Kathleen Bracken
Carolyn S. Brookins
Brad Burlingame
Gail Bryson
K Callan
Jessica Campbell

Joseph Campisi
Laura Carson
Robert Carpino
Maree Cheatham
Christie Chi Chou
& Alan Woon Wah Lau
Della Colville

& Tammy Workman
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew

Comendul
Barbara Corday
Sharon Cox
Sheila Marie Daley
Eddie Dalton
Gerlinde Davidson
Chris DeCarlo
Ingrid De Llamas
Jewel Delegall
Mark Dickerson
Tom Diggs
Sara Dooley
Alvelda L. Duree
Kerry English
Paul Epino
Harley Erdman
Karen & Arthur Everett
Carol Fainer 

& Maynard Asper

Heidi Fecht 
& Nick Siapkaris

Lisa Ferguson
Tom Flynn
Greg Finley
William & Wanda

Fischer
Marion C. Freeman
Marlette J. Friedman
TL Forsberg
Marci Foote
Colleen Gallego
June Gaeke
Lisa Gaffney
Colleen Gallego
Sandi Gelff
Kathryn Gilbert
Alexandra Gleysteen
Michael Goldman
Fiona Goodwin
Gerald Gordon
Bonnie Gosline
Marcia Gould
Jeffrey Greenfield
James C Hadgis
Amy Harber
Phillip & Susan J. Harris
Sweryn Hejna

Ian Hill
Leon Hoffman
Michael & Patricia Hollis
James & Lydia Howard
Aviva Hoyer 

& Jennifer Hoyer 
yy

Holtzman
Heidi Huber
Michaela Hughes
K.A. James
Hal Kassner
Jeffrey Kaye
Justin Kaye
J. Kennedy & Assoc.
Edward King III
Aundrelyn Knott

- Keller Williams
yy

Reality
Ellen Krass
Richard La Forge
Cesiah Lane
Dana M. Langford
Lynn Lanning
Marlene Leone
Varnell & Nate Lewis
Simon Levy
Michael Libow
Nancy Loeb
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Richard Louis
Herbert Machleder
Dany Margolies
Law Offices of

Robin Mashal
Dan McCracken
John Mayo
Meredith McMinn
David Misch
Michael Mischler
John & Carlene Miller
Carlene Moore
Carol Nace
Paul Newman
Laurie O’Brien
Kristine Oller & 

Sean Inman
JoNell Kennedy Omari
Helen O’Rourke
Ellen Orsa
Christine Papalexis
Susan Pepsin
Donna Peterson

Alicia & Alex Petrides
Paula Phelps
Christian & Lorretta 

Pigala
Elliott Porter
Verlyn Ray
Andria Richey
John I. Rivera
Jordan Roberts
Ina & Rich Rogel
Jody Rogers
Karl Romaine
Thomas Rubin
Anonymous
Christopher 

& Meg Rydman
Robert Salvatore
Debra Santos
Nira Sayegh
Harvey Schechter
Benjamin Schick
Harold Schneider
Hope Schneider

Rodney Scholtes
Cathy Segal Garcia
Albert Shear
Julia Silverman
Ann Sloan
Brett Snodgrass
Sandy Sorrels
Barbara 

& David Spelbring
Laura Shamas
Saige Spinney
Juliet Stone
Linda Stude
Geraldine Swensor-Goetz
Law Offices of
Neil M. Sunkin
Lois Tandy
Matt Tauber
Pricilla Taylor
Leonora Thuna
Cece Tio
Tim Turner
Diana Ungerlighter

Ingrid Varnell
Rocco Vienhage
Robert Walker
Brian Wallis
Robert Walsh
Julia Wayne
Maxine Wolf
Linden Wolbert
Alexander 

& Abigail Wysocki
Peter & Linda Wooley
Eric Wegener
Mary Williford
Robert Yocum
Veronica Chrystal Young
Alvin & Sandra Zack
Stephanie Zimbalist
Tony Zimmerman
Michelle Zwillinger 

& Morton Rosen

Give to The Victory Theatre year round, just by grocery shopping at Ralph’s!
Register your loyalty card at www.ralphs.com/account/create then select 
The Victory Theatre Center as your Community Giving Organization and shop r
as usual. Ralph’s will donate a portion of your groceries to The Victory during
2023, and your bill won’t be effected!
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CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 
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Share your Victory
Theatre Center 
Experience!

/thevictorytheatrecenter

@VictoryTheatre
@VictoryTheatreCenter

Visit us Online



“Maria Gobetti is the 
very fi nest of coaches.

She is passionate, highly 
professional, and completely involved 

in her acting classes. She and Tom 
Ormeny do excellent work in both their 

acting studio and as Artistic Directors 
of the Victory Theatre. We are proud to 

be on their board of directors.”

RON HOWARD - Director, Actor
CHERYL HOWARD - Writer

As the Gobetti-Ormeny Acting Studio begins its 43rd year, it 
gives us pleasure to report that during the last year (prior to the 
Pandemic) more than 65% of our recent graduates found work in 
television, in fi lm or on the professional stage! 

GOACTINGSTUDIO.COM  |  818.841.4404
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