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Odyssey Theatre Ensemble presents

KILL
MOVE

PARADISE

Written by James ljames
Directed by Gregg T. Daniel
Starring
Cedric Joe Jonathan P. Sims’
Ulato Sam Ahkei Togun

Scenic Designer Stephanie Kerley Schwartz
Costume Designer Wendell C. Carmichael
Lighting Designer Donny Jackson
Composer & Sound Designer David Gonzalez
Choreographer Toran Xavier Moore
Stage Manager Jenny Nwene
Produced for the Odyssey Theatre by Sally Essex-Lopresti
Casting Director Nicole Arbusto
Production Intern Hall McCurdy
Graphic Designer Luba Lukova
Ron Sossi, Artistic Director

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association, the union of Professional Actors
and Stage Managers in the United States
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FOUNDATION . AP

Commission

ASSOCIATION 1913

The Odyssey is supported in part by a grant from the City of Los Angeles,
Department of Cultural Affairs, LA County’s Creative Recovery LA initiative,
the Los Angeles County Arts Commission and The Shubert Foundation Inc.
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ISA oo Ulato Sam

GRIF o, Jonathan P. Sims*
DAZ .. Ahkei Togun
TINY e, Cedric Joe

Running time: 80 minutes

Setting: A Space of transition between life and the afterlife,
reminiscent of Elysium.

Please Note: A hazer and strobe light will be used in this production.

KILL MOVE PARADISE is presented by special arrangement with
Broadway Licensing, LLC servicing the Dramatist Play Service Collection
(www.dramatist.com)

Developed by Victory Gardens Theatre (Chay Yew, Artistic Director).
Chicago, Illinois as part of IGNITION Festival of New Plays 2016.

New York City world premiere produced by Dr. Barbara Ann Teer’s
National Black Theatre, Harlem, NY, June 2017

DIRECTOR’S NOTES

“What age is a Black boy when he learns he’s scary?”
—Jonathan Lethem, The Fortress of Solitude

KMP confronts the lethal violence visited all too frequently upon
unarmed black & brown bodies. Does the violence occur as a result
of a largely white population failing to see the humanity in persons of
color? The answers are complex. Perhaps some of the reasons for the
dehumanization are historical (enslavement, Jim Crow, 3/5 rule, separate
but equal) yet it continues to perpetuate itself in our nation in 2024.
For me, this is a work largely about transformation (spiritual, physical,
mental, psychological, thoughts, attitudes, opinions, etc.) These four
young Black men eventually become a kind of Brotherhood, and in so
doing, transform themselves, their circumstances, their audience &
ultimately, their community. The murder of George Floyd transfixed
and transformed our nation, however, why do so many others have to
die in order to achieve transformation? Why doesn’t the transformation
seem to last? The question becomes, how do we make it last, how do
we continue to dedicate ourselves to the realization of racial justice and
equality, indeed, how do we make it permanent?

—GREGG T. DANIEL, September 14, 2024
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

CEDRIC JOE

Tiny

Cedric starred in Warner Brothers Film, Space Jam: A New Legacy,
opposite Lebron James and Don Cheadle. The film was directed
by Malcolm D. Lee and produced by Ryan Coogler. Cedric can
be seen in the ABC mini-series Women of the Movement playing
Emmett Till on Hulu, and you can also see him in Murder City
opposite Michael Coulter for Tubi. On Disney Plus, Cedric stars
on the series Just Beyond, Episode 8, “The Treehouse.” Cedric has
guest starred in Good Trouble for Freeform, Modern Family for
ABC and Game Shakers for Nickelodeon. He also starred in Black
Super Hero Magic Mama at the Geffen Theater in Los Angeles,
and just wrapped a short film titled, What Freedom, directed by
Paul James.

ULATO SAM

Isa

Ulato is a Jamaican native with an MFA from UCLA and training
from BADA at Oxford and the Grotowski Institute in Wroctaw,
Poland. This Morehouse Man has been featured on Oprah’s 2020
Vision Tour, Tony Robbin’s Virtual World Tour and Jay Shetty’s
On Purpose Podcast. His credits include the SITI Company’s The
Theatre Is A Blank Page, Tarell Alvin McCraney’s In The Red &
Brown Water, Arnold Wesker’s The Kitchen, the Warsaw Stage
Society’s Birdy, and the Shakespeare Center of Los Angeles’
immersive performance of The Tempest. This former track athlete
and recipient of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association acting
fellowship, the Mariska Hargitay scholarship for acting and
the Zuri Adele acting fellowship, is excited to be welcomed
to share this powerful story on the Odyssey Theatre stage.

JONATHAN P. SIMS

Grif

Jonathan is a professional actor on both stage and screen
who has appeared in such series and productions as Night
Court, Brooklyn Nine-Nine, Insecure, Les Blancs, and The Gospel
at Colonus. He acquired his MA in acting from the Royal
Birmingham Conservatoire in Birmingham, UK and he also
earned his BA in theatre arts from Azusa Pacific University.
Jonathan oversees the theatre program at St. Pius X-St.
Matthias Academy, and is an adjunct professor for the theatre
arts program at Azusa Pacific University. He firmly believes
in the power of art and creativity to connect us as human
beings and shine a light on a wide spectrum of truths and
realities. His biggest successes to date are the recent marriage
to his wife, Alijah, and the coming birth of their first child.



AHKEI TOGUN

Daz

Ahkei is a proud alumnus of the American Musical and Dramatic
Academy, where he spent four years on both their New York
and Los Angeles campuses, earning his BFA. Immediately
after graduating, he made his professional debut with the role
of Calvin in the West Coast premiere of Scraps. As the world
changed, he had the opportunity to explore film life and landed
a featured role in the short, Free Machine, that later premiered
on Hulu. After over a decade of performance, Ahkei decided to
add producing to his creative capabilities, with the intention
of creating a platform for a larger community of artists. Since
then, he has curated over twenty different shows, connecting
and creating with over 100 artists of all kinds. Nonetheless
his passion for acting persists, as he takes on the role of Daz.
This marks his third production with the Odyssey Theatre.

JAMES IJAMES

Playwright

James ljames is a playwright, director and educator. He is the recipient of the F.
Otto Haas Award for an Emerging Artist, two Barrymore Awards for Outstanding
Supporting Actor in a Play, two Barrymore Awards for Outstanding Direction of
a Play, a Pew Fellowship for Playwriting, the Terrance McNally New Play Award,
Kesselring Honorable Mention Prize, the Whiting Award, a 2019 Kesselring Prize
for Kill Move Paradise, a 2020 and 2022 Steinberg Prize, and the 2022 Pulitzer Prize
in Drama. He received a BA in Drama from Morehouse College in Atlanta, GA and
a MFA. in acting from Temple University in Philadelphia, PA. James is an Associate
Professor of Theatre at Villanova University. He resides in South Philadelphia.James
was a founding member of Orbiter 3, Philadelphia’s first playwright producing
collective. James an Associate Professor of Theatre at Villanova University, and
resides in South Philadelphia.

GREGG T. DANIEL

Director

Gregg directed the West Coast revival of Anna Deavere Smith’s TWILIGHT: Los
Angeles, 1992 at The Mark Taper Forum; the Denver Center’s world premiere of
Beaufield Berry’s In The Upper Room; and August Wilson’s King Hedley Il, Radio Golf,
Seven Guitars, Gem of the Ocean; and Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin In The Sun at
A Noise Within Theatre. Lanie Robertson’s Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar & Grill, and
Katori Hall's The Mountaintop at the Garry Marshall Theatre. West Coast premieres
of Mfoniso Udofia’s, Her Portmanteau at Boston Court Theatre & Tearrance Arvelle
Chisolm’s, Brer Cotton for Lower Depth Theater. With Rogue Machine Theatre,
francisca da silveira’s Can | Touch It; Lorraine Hansberry’s, Les Blancs, the L.A.
premiere of Greg Kalleres’ Honky at A Noise Within and a revival of Alice Childress’
Wedding Band: A Love/Hate Story in Black and White for the Antaeus Company. He is
a founding member/artistic director of Lower Depth Theatre (www.Lower-Depth.
com)



STEPHANIE KERLEY SCHWARTZ

Scenic Designer

Stephanie has designed several shows at the Odyssey. With Gregg T. Daniel, she has
collaborated on multiple projects, including August Wilson’s Gem of the Ocean and
Seven Guitars at A Noise Within. She is resident designer for Rogue Machine Theatre,
where her designs include the world premiere of One Night in Miami by Kemp Powers,
and the recent production of Heroes of the Fourth Turning by Will Arbery. For Center
Theatre Group/ The Mark Taper Forum she designed costumes for The Lieutenant
of Inishmore, Randy Newman’s Harps and Angels, and the set for Good Grief at The
Kirk Douglas. Other theaters include, A Noise Within, Laguna Playhouse, Pasadena
Playhouse, The Geffen Playhouse, South Coast Repertory, East West Players, Boston
Court Pasadena, The Fountain, The Skylight, the Matrix Theatre and many others.
Recipient of multiple awards and nominations, including the 2017 LADCC/Kinetic
Award for Distinguished Achievement in Theatrical Design. www.kerleydesign.com

WENDELL C. CARMICHAEL

Costume Designer

Theatre credits: The Bluest Eye, She, Lines in the Dust, Can | Touch It, Murder on the
Orient Express, Hamlet,In the Heights, Phantom of the Opera, Blues for an Alabama Sky,
MacBeth, A Winter’s Tale, Paradise Blue, Sweeney Todd, Waiting for Godot, New Works,
Salvage, Ragtime, Scraps, The Mountaintop, Our Town,The Wizard of Oz, WINK, Fool for
Love, In the Heights, Happy Ending, American Saga: Gunshot Medley, Jews,Christians and
Screwing Stalin, Vol. 1: A Post Racial America, Violet, Her Portmeanu, Native Son, A Walk
in the Woods, Cabaret, West Side Story, Romeo and Juliet, Othello, Desdemona: A Play
about a Handkerchief, The Crucible, An Octoroon, Breer Cotton, Ball Yards, Waiting for the
Parade, The Good War, Greenwood 1964. He is a Stage Raw winner for costume design
in 2018 and 2023, three-time L.A. Ovation Award nominee, 2017 Orange County’s
Best Costume Designs, 2015 NAACP Theatre Award winner. Member of Local 768,
the Theatrical Wardrobe Union/LA Opera.

DONNY JACKSON

Lighting Designer

Donny is an award-winning lighting designer based in Los Angeles. Work highlights:
Black Cypress Bayou (Geffen Playhouse); In the Heights (La Mirada Theatre) - - Orange
Curtain Award; If | Forget, directed by Jason Alexander (Fountain Theatre); Closely
Related Keys (ICT Long Beach) - - Stage Scene LA Award; Four Clowns - - New York
premiere (La Mama); When God Looked Away, starring Al Pacino (Macha Theatre);
KJAZZ Concert 2017 (Wallis Annenberg); and Transition (Lounge Theatre) - - NAACP
Award. Recent projects: Is God Is (Lobby Theatre), What the Constitution Means to
Me (ICT Long Beach) and Fences (Costa Mesa Playhouse). He is head of technical
theatre and design at Cypress College and holds an MFA in lighting from UCLA.
www.Donnylackson.com

DAVID GONZALEZ

Sound Designer

David is a Los Angeles-based composer and sound designer with a diverse body of
work across film, television, and theater. With a background in film scoring from
Berklee College of Music, David has crafted music for feature films like Working Man,
starring Talia Shire and Peter Gerety, and lent his talents to Emmy-winning series
like Break A Hip. His dynamic compositions have enriched popular TV shows such
as How | Met Your Mother and Switched at Birth. In the world of theater, David brings



his expertise in creating evocative soundscapes and original scores, enhancing
the emotional depth and atmosphere of each production. Passionate about
collaboration, he believes in the power of music to elevate storytelling, working
closely with directors and creative teams to deliver immersive auditory experiences.
David is excited to contribute his skills to this production, continuing his journey of
musical innovation and storytelling.

TORAN XAVIER MOORE

Choreographer

Toran is a southern native/LA creative who can often be found as an Arts Admin-
istrator, Stage Manager, Producer, and Choreographer. As a dance artist, Moore’s
career highlights include performing with the Eclectic Dance Company, sharing his
step tradition with youth in Oahu at the Queen Lili‘uokalani Trust’s ‘Olino Arts Pro-
gram, and Lead Choreographer (Try/Step/Trip) and now Choreographer with Od-
yssey Theatre ensemble’s SoCal Premiere of Kill Move Paradise. As Producer and
Creative Manager, Moore has worked in and with theaters internationally, including
Terra Kulture, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, CalArts Center for New Performance,
The Kennedy Center, and many others he’s grateful to have shared space in. When
not dancing, Toran serves as the Director of Programs for The International Associ-
ation of Blacks in Dance. Moore holds degrees from California Institute of the Arts
(M.F.A) and Alabama State University (B.A.).

JENNY NWENE

Stage Manager

Jenny is an LA based stage manager. Past Odyssey credits include A Rose Called
Candace starring Candace Nicholas-Lippman and Lysistrata Unbound directed by
John Farmanesh- Bocco.

SALLY ESSEX-LOPRESTI

Producer/Odyssey Literary Manager

Sally Essex-Lopresti is the Literary Manager at the Odyssey Theatre and has pro-
duced the award-winning productions of Punk Rock, My Sister, Sunset Baby, Way To
Heaven, Julian Sands in a Celebration of Harold Pinter, Mr. Kolpert, Bach At Leipzig,
Pound Of Flesh and Abigail’s Party. Sally co-conceived and produced the Odyssey
Theatre’s innovative production of Theatre In The Dark, Part 1 & Part 2 and produced
Goddess 13 at the Unknown Theatre. Originally from London she worked extensive-
ly in the West End, regionally, at the Royal National Theatre and ran the Theatre
Writers’ Union. Sally, along with Velina Hasu-Houston, is co-founder of the Writers’
Odyssey playwriting group.

RON SOSSI

Artistic Director

Ron received the LA Weekly Career Achievement Award in 2013. He has also received the
Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Margaret Harford Award for “demonstrating a continual
willingness to experiment provocatively in the process of theatre” and the Los Angeles
Drama Critics Circle Ron Link Award for “consistent quality of direction.” Recent OTE
directing projects include Faith Healer, The Dance of Death, Beckett5, My Sister, Oedipus
Machina, Theatre in the Dark (LA Weekly nomination Best Production of the Year), Way
to Heaven (LA Weekly and LADCC nomination for Best Production of the Year), Adding
Machine: A Musical, The Arsonists (LA Weekly nomination for Best Direction) Sliding
Into Hades (Best Production of the Year, LA Weekly), Kafka Thing!, Far Away and The
Threepenny Opera. Ron has led the Odyssey throughout its 54-year history.



KILL
MOVE
PARADISE

PRODUCTION STAFF

Master Carpenters Danny Felix, Lenny Felix
Master Electrician Danny Felix
Back Stage Crew Patrik Braun, Matthew Heshejin
Fight Choreography Edgar Landa
Associate Scenic Designer Mark Mendelson

Psychological support for Actors Yvans Jourdain

As a dueled Master Degreed in Theater and Clinical Psychology,
Yvans is able to bridge his two passions, and support Actors
in their process. yjourdain@hotmail.com

Summer Intern Hal McCurdy
Publicist Lucy Pollak
Graphic Artist Luba Lukova
Photography Cooper Bates

SPECIAL THANKS
Marjie Mautner, Suzan Baraka, Symphony Canady,
IfeDayo Togun-Greenway, Strath Hamilton,

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

September 11 - November 3, 2024
Wednesday, Sept. 25, Oct. 16 at 8pm
Friday, Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov. 1 at 8pm
Saturday, Sept. 21, 28, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26, Nov. 1 at 8pm
Sunday, Sept. 22, 29, Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27, Nov. 3 at 2pm

Post Show Discussions
Wednesday, September 25
Wednesday, October 16

Pay-What-You-Can & Wine Night Fridays
Enjoy complimentary wine and snacks with the cast after the show.



NEXT UP AT THE ODYSSEY...

WEST COAST PREMIERE

October 4 - November 17, 2024

devised hy

odyssey

theatre
ensemble

Cirque du Soleil clown Daniel Passer and award-winning
director Beth F. Milles bring a sense of joy and childlike
innocence to the theme of memory.
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ODYSSEY STAFF

ARTISTIC
Artistic Director Ron Sossi

Associate Artistic Director Beth Hogan

Literary Manager Sally Essex-Lopresti
Dance Festival Curator Barbara Mueller-Wittmann
Thresholds of Invention Curator Tony Abatemarco

Music Festival Curator John Snow
Student Outreach Director Beth Hogan

PRODUCTION
Technical Director Danny Felix
Assistant to the Technical Director Lenny Felix
Master Electrician Danny Felix
Production Assistant Rob Fox

ADMINISTRATIVE
Box Office Manager Heather Cunningham
Box Office Assistant Isabelle Richardson
Business Manager Angelica Sanchez Gomez
Social Media Director Katy Yates, Jessica Kwen
Publicist Lucy Pollak
Facility Manager Juana Gomez
OTE Web Designer Nicole Jaffe
OTE Graphic Designers Peter Simpson Cook, Luba Lukova
Assistant House Managers Rob Fox, Carly Fox

Los Angeles City College Prop and Costume Department
Volunteer Office Staff: Dolores Plevnik, George Wiedem, Julie Lebow

Volunteer Ushers: Meghan Mary Birnbaum, Dr. Bob Kerns,
Elizabeth Larocca, Robert Papazian, Genea Sampson,
Diba Shooshani, Alec Z. Swanberg
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ODYSSEY BOARD MEMBERS
Sol L. Rabin ¢ Colleen Rabin ¢« Pamela Foust ¢ Harold McDougall
Gabriel Grunfeld « Daniel Lowenstein ¢ Michael Powell
Strath Hamilton ¢ Judd Dunning ¢ Denise Blasor « Diana Cignon
Anna Nicholas ¢ Michael Powell ¢ Ron Sossi

ADVISORY BOARD
Sylvie Drake ¢ Rob Reiner
CORPORATE & GOVERNMENT SPONSORS
The Broad Foundation ¢ California Community Foundation
Cannon Family Foundation e City of Los Angeles Cultural Affairs Department
Los Angeles County Arts Commission
Los Angeles Philanthropic Committee for the Arts
Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles ¢ The Shubert Foundation

ANGELS
Kathy Cairo  Robert & Sara Cannon & the Cannon Family Foundation
Bartosz Chmielowski ¢ In Memory of George Christopoulos
Victor L. Cole & Patricia K. Green ¢ In Memory of Norman Felton ¢ Pamela Foust
Isabel & Harvey Kibel ¢ Philip & Julie Lebow ¢ In Memory of Gloria Levy
Daniel & Sharon Lowenstein ¢ Marjie Mautner ¢ Joan Payden
In Memory of William R. Payden ¢ Michael Powell & Sheila Phillips
Sol & Colleen Rabin « Stuart Scudder e Jill Black Zaiben

BENEFACTORS & PATRONS
Dan & Diana Attias & the California Community Foundation
Diane Cary & James Parriott ¢ Michael & Lyuba Coffey ¢ Sonja Bolle
David & Janice Ann Champion ¢ Michael & Lyuba Coffey « Randolph Dreyfuss
Maryle Emmett  William & Patricia Flumenbaum ¢ Rosa & Larry Goldstein
Shelly Grant ¢ Frank Gruber & Janet Levin ¢ Gabriel Grunfeld ¢ Betsy Handler
Edward A. Harris « Patricia Keating ¢ Kathrine King « Carol Kotroczo
Jody Kreiman ¢ Robert Leventer & Jenna Blaustein ¢ William McBride
Harold McDougall ¢ Alley Mills and In Memory of Orson Bean ¢ Rio & Frank Morse
Jan Munroe ¢ Shelly Parsons & David Keller ¢ Sally & Brian Rivera
Robert & Ann Ronus ¢ Bob & Diane Roosth ¢ Martin Shapiro & Barbara Vickrey
Anna Steers ¢ William Timberlake ¢ Peter Whybrow
DONORS
Herta Amir « Robert C. Anderson « Roberta & Robert Blank ¢ Eileen Branda
Martha Chase ¢ Katherine & Bill Cleary ¢ Linda Dozier ¢ James Freed  Steve Gabel
Glenn Gottlieb ¢ James Heaton ¢ Georganne Aldrich Heller ¢ Sheila & Milton Hyman
Bruce Katzman ¢ Kathrine King ¢ Carol Kotroczo ¢ Susan Laemmle ¢ Sharon Lasman
Mark Leevan ¢ Mary Lou Leo « Cathleen Linder ¢ Fred Manaster « Robert Mandel
Myron Meisel ¢ Jonathan Mersel ¢ Allan Miller & Laura Zucker ¢ Joyce E. Nakasaki
Susan & Harold Reichwald ¢ Edwin Robinson e Darrol & Carole Stanley
Clara Steingold ¢ Gloria Tapanes ¢ Susan Tritt
A complete list of our donors can be found on our website.

As a not-for-profit organization, our work is only possible because of
charitable donors like you. A gift of any size goes a long way toward
supporting the Odyssey’s bold and exciting productions.

THANK YOU for helping us sustain our community of inspired audiences
and artists. Together we do great things! odysseytheatre.com

odyssey

310-477-2055 ext.2, or odysseytheatre.com
2055 S. Sepulveda Blvd., West Los Angeles, CA 90025
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MISSION

With a 53-year history as one of Los Angeles’ most adventurous companies and a pi-
oneer in the intimate theatre movement, the Odyssey continues to offer world-class
live theatre experiences in its three-theatre complex. Whether it be an original new
play, a bold re-envisioned classic, or something hot off the international theatre
circuit, the Odyssey strives to be provocative, mind-bending and emotionally po-
tent. As an artist-run venture, this unique company is always multicultural in both
intent and practice, serving the wonderfully diverse ethnic mix of the Los Angeles
community...both of artists and audiences.

SUPPORT US

We are so grateful to have you in our family. Thank you for supporting the Odyssey
and making live theatre part of your life. Give a gift today and help us to continue
to produce ambitious work, support daring artists and maintain low ticket prices.

CONNECT TO THE OTE

Join our mailing list to receive brochures, newsletters and the latest information on
OTE events.

310-477-2055 ext.2 or odysseytheatre.com
facebook.com/odysseytheatre
twitter.com/OdysseyTheatre_
instagram.com/odysseytheatre
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