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‘Dancing’
at Open Fist

BY PHILIP BRANDES

The essentials: “Atmos-
phere is more real than
incident, and everything is
simultaneously actual and
illusory,” the narrator says
in Irish playwright Brian
Friel’s poetic, semi-autobio-
graphical portrait of his
mother and spinster aunts’
unraveling household dur-
ing a pivotal 1936 Celtic
harvest festival.

Why this? Open Fist
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tion of “Anna in the Tropics”
with Friel’s Tony Award-
winning memory play. Al-
though the company is
more commonly associated
with edgy contemporary
material, Open Fist’s deep
bench ofactors are equally
at home with classics. Artis-
tic Director Martha Dem-
son heads the ensemble in
the role ofthe schoolmarm
matriarch (played by Meryl
Streep in the 1998 film
adaptation).

Details: An Open Fist
production at Atwater
Village Theatre, 3269 Ca-
sitas Ave., Los Angeles. In
previews; opens July 12.
Performances 8 p.m. Mon-
days and Saturdays, 4 p.m.
Sundays, through Aug. 18.
Additional performances 8
p.m. July 12 and Aug. 16.
$20-$45 (previews are pay
what you want). (323) 882-
6912, openfist.org




