'Pascal & Julien' redefines family and fatherhood

w: la-artspot.beehiiv.com/p/will-new-father

Introducing: Debbie Devine
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Darby Winn and Paul Turbiak in “Pascal & Julien.” (Photo by Jay McAdams)

We can’t choose our family, but that doesn’t stop Julien.

In 24th Street Theatre’s new production, “Pascal & Julien,” a young boy named Julien

(played by Darby Winn and Jude Schwartz) builds an unexpected friendship with Pascal
(Paul Turbiak), a journalist who frequents the cafe across the street. After spending days
watching the wordsmith from his family home, Julien decides that Pascal will be his new

father. Will Pascal accept the new title? The play by Australian playwright Daniel Keene is a
tight 45-minute show filled with tear-jerking moments about familial bonds.

“You wouldn’t recognize it as any kind of family programming, but it's what 24th Street
Theatre does,” 24th Street Theatre artistic director Debbie Devine said. “We believe that
children are people and theater is theater; this is just quality, beautiful theater.”



In about 13 scenes that span an entire year, the leading duo builds a profound friendship on
stage. It isn’t what one might consider children’s theater, but that’s the point. The South LA
theater is known for challenging young artists to create high-caliber art. Devine, who also
directed the show, wouldn’t even consider it children’s theater. It is simply great theater for
the whole family.

“When you have art of that caliber that can have the entire age range, from a 7-year-old to a
70-year-old relate, then you know you at least got a shot at something good,” Devine said.

The production marks a series of firsts. It is the first time the show is being performed with an
actual pre-teen, the first time it is being conducted in English and the first time to go up in the
U.S.

Devine chose to bring the show to 24th Street Theatre because it “is so lean and so elegant
in its language that | just said this is irresistible,” she said. “I have to figure out how to make
this work.”

They started working on the show in late June/early July. For Devine, one of the most
rewarding parts of directing the show was “being able to talk to a 12-year-old going on 13,
about what it feels like to not relate to your parents, and what it would be like to look around
and choose someone else to play that role,” she said.

Devine explained that the process was incredibly collaborative. The entire team sought to
answer the question, “What does it really mean to be a family — to have a family?”

“We did a little crying, we did a lot of laughing, and we’ve come up with this ability to
celebrate Daniel’s story,” she said.

In true 24th Street Theatre fashion, the production aims for accessibility. The theater is
known for its open-door policy, welcoming people from the USC neighborhood community to
spend time in the space throughout the day. The show also includes Spanish super titles to
be accessible to Spanish speakers. No matter how you consume the heartfelt story, it packs
a punch.

As Julien tells Pascal what makes a father, he breaks down. He says a father is forthright in
his decisions and tough as nails. But in between his fatherly commands is a sense of love.
That’s all he wants. As the weight sets in on Pascal, he finally sees Julien. He’s not as lost or
confused as Pascal presumed. The kid in front of him craves connection. Slowly, Pascal
steps up to the plate.

LOCATION: 1117 West 24th St., Los Angeles, CA 90007
DATES: September 7 - October 27

PRICE: $3.54 - $26.23

LINK: https://www.24thstreet.org/pascal-julien



