


THE WAY IT ALL BEGAN

The following appeared in newspaper columnist Don Marquis's daily
column The Sun Dial in the New York Evening Sun on March 29th,
1916:

Dobbs Ferry possesses a rat which slips out of his lair at night and
runs a typewriting machine in a garage. Unfortunately, he has always
been interrupted by the watchman before he could produce a complete
story.

It was at first thought that the power which made the typewriter
run was a ghost, instead of a rat. It seems likely to us that it was both
a ghost and a rat. Mme. Blavatsky's* ego went into a white horse after
she passed over, and someone's personality has undoubtedly gone into
this rat. It is an era of belief in communications from the spirit land.

And since the matter had been reported in the public prints and
seriously received we are no longer afraid of being ridiculed, and do not
mind making a statement of something that happened to our own
typewriter only a couple of weeks ago.

We came into our room earlier than usual in the morning and
discovered a gigantic cockroach jumping about upon the keys.

He did not see us, and we watched him. He would climb painfully
upon the framework of the machine and cast himself with all his force
upon a key, head downward, and his weight and the impact of the blow
were sufficient to operate the machine, one slow letter after another.
He could not work the capital letters, and he had a great deal of difficulty
operating the mechanism that shifts the paper so that a fresh line may
be started. We never saw a cockroach work so hard or perspire more
freely in all our lives before. After about an hour of this frightfully
difficult literary labor he fell to the floor exhausted and we saw him
creep feebly into a nest of poems which are always there in profusion.

And so began a partnership between a writer and a cockroach which
became one of the best loved and most popular literary collaborations
of its time. Speaking through Archy, Marquis was able to comment on
political affairs, critique popular trends, puncture pretension, publish
poetry (all written in lower case due to Archy's inability to work the
shift key) and reflect on the human condition, all as seen through the
eyes of his tiny insect intellectual.

And so it is with great pleasure we present to you, in play form,
the content of many of Marquis's columns. Writings that are still as
funny, fresh and relevant today as they were when they were first
published over a hundred years ago.

*A well known spiritualist of the period.



THE SECRET WORLD
OF
ARCHY § MEHITABEL

THE TIME
The late teens and early 1920s

THE PLACE

New York City and its environs

THE PLAY WILL BE PRESENTED WITH NO INTERMISSION
PERFORMANCE TIME IS APPROXIMATELY 1 HOUR AND 15 MINUTES

WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

BILL CHOTT (1% Boss) can currently be
seen in the film MIDCENTURY and will be in
the upcoming Netflix series MONSTER. He
has appeared at the Whitefire in WITHOUT
ANNETTE, MESHUGENEH: THE
MUSICAL, many of the Hollywood Shorts
programs and directed and appeared in LIVE
ON FIRE, which was nominated for a Valley
Theater award. He is best known as “Mr. Laritate”
on Disney’s WIZARDS OF WAVERLY PLACE.
He played “Thomas” in the Johnny Knoxville film
THE RINGER. Bill's brief turn as The Mailman on
THIS IS US got a lot of attention on social media
and as a result he was featured in the USPS
employee newsletter. At the INNY Awards, he
was awarded “Best Improv Coach”, and won
“Best Featured Actor in a Musical” at the
Broadway World Awards for his work as “Fred
Mertz” inILOVELUCY LIVE ON STAGE. Bill
studied with Stephen Colbert at THE SECOND
CITY and later performed in that theater’s
touring company with Tina Fey and Amy Poehler:
He later worked with Colbert and Steve Carell on
THE DANA CARVEY SHOW. He also voiced
characters on SNL's Ambiguously Gay Duo
and X-Presidents cartoons.

CAROLYN HENNESY (Melitabel)
Small screen roles include: major roles on
TRUE BLOOD, REVENGE, COUGAR TOWN,
and Disney Channel’s JESSIE. Big screen include:
ASNOW WHITE CHRISTMAS, TERMINATOR
3, ST. AGATHA, Lifetime’'s VANISHED:
SEARCHING FOR MY SISTER, WINEVILLE
and MORT IN SHERMAN OAKS. She currently
voices “Mrs. Godfrey” on Nickelodeon’s BIG
NATE. Awards: Los Angeles Ovation Award as
Best Actress/Drama - 2017/18 for “Master
Class” at the Garry Marshall Theatre; Emmy
for THE BAY: THE SERIES. Recent Emmy
nominations for her role as “Gloria” in Sean
Kanan's STUDIO CITY (two consecutive
noms) and “Diane Miller” on ABC’s “GENERAL
HOSPITAL (second nom.) She’s written the
popular “PANDORA” (Bloomsbury USA)
tween book series and the NYTimes bestseller
“The Secret Life of Damian Spinelli”. Hennesy’s
online podcast focuses on animal advocacy
and highlights global animal issues. She’s an
ambassador of both The Los Angeles Zoo and
American Humane. She lives in L. A. with four
dogs and one cat (rescues all), is desperate to
see the Earth from space....and she flies trapeze.









WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

BUCKLEY SAMPSON (Choreogra-

pher/Dancer) is an actor of over 30 years in
Los Angeles. Some of her favorite and
notable musical dance performances
were the roles of Macavity the Mystery
Cat in CATS, the Sugarplum Fairy in THE
NUTCRACKER, Sally Bowles in CABARET,
and Sheila in HAIR. In the early 90’s
Buckley was picked up by an agent while
waiting tables in LA and never looked back,
making a career in episodic television as
well as over 200 commercials. Some of her
credits include THE MORNING SHOW,
CSI: LAS VEGAS, SPEECHLESS, and
VEEP, and major campaigns with
Centrum, Dr.Scholls, McDonalds,
Subaru, Clairol, to name but a few.
Buckley would like to thank her husband
Andrew for his love and support, parents
Patricia and Jim for encouraging her to
dance and be creative, and Dan and
Joselle Gilvezan for the opportunity to be
part of this production.

BRYAN RASMUSSEN (Whitfire
Theatre Artistc Director) is the recipient of
the 2016 Valley Theatre Award for Artistic
Achievment, and is now in his 18th year
as Producing Artistic Director of the Whitefire
Theatre. Bryan has produced over 1000 solo
shows and hundreds of regular plays, including
numerous world premieres. Directing credits
include the 35th anniversary production of
Sam Shepard’s BURIED CHILD,
BILLIE!.BACKSTAGE WITH LADY DAY,
FIREHOUSE, THE BELLFLOWER SESSIONS
and STELLA'S LAST JDATE. He also produces
the largest solo theatre festival on the West Coast,
called SOLOFEST where over 80 shows premiere
in 90 days, now in its 12th year. His numerous
film and TV credits include 24, SONS OF
ANARCHY, THE MENTALIST and AMERICAN
HORROR STORY opposite Jessica Lange. He
trained at the American Conservatory Theater in San
Francisco after receiving his BA in theatre from Cal
State Long Beach. Bryan is a proud member of the
Actor’'s Gym.

ANOTE ON THE TEXT

It’s hard to believe, but many of the newspaper columns and magazine
articles on which our show is based were written well over a hundred
years ago. Poet/playwright/journalist/humorist/novelist/essayist Don
Marquis (the man wore an entire haberdashery worth of hats!) was
considered by many second only to Mark 'T'wain as the preeminent
American humorist of his day. And it’s easy to see why. His observations
on the human condition, his wry reflections on what makes us us, are as
fresh and insightful today as they were when they first appeared in the
pages of the New York Evening Sun and later the New York Tribune
and later still, Collier's magazine. It seems that we humans, despite
our great scientific and technical advancements over the past century,

have changed little on a personal level.

In constructing this show, I have tried retain as much of the original
material as possible, only altering Marquis's words when it became
necessary to support the flow of the show or to make the slang of the
period understandable to a modern audience. In all other cases the
language is pure Marquis. The thoughts are Marquis. The ideas are
Marquis. It's astonishing, really. And a testament to the man’s brilliance
that words written so long ago still ring so true today.

Dan Gilvezan



KeLLY STABLES DAN GILVEZAN

THE CAST
THE BOSS BILL CHOTT
MCEHITABCL ...CAROLYN HENNESY*
ACTOR #1 RICHARD HORVITZ*
ACTOR #2 KELLY STABLES*
ARCHY DAN GILVEZAN*

* MCMBER OF ACTORS’ €QUITY ASSOCIATION



OUR VALUED SPONSORS

THE PRODUCERS WISH TO THANK THE FOLLOWING
INDIVIDUALS FOR THEIR GENEROUS
CONTRIBUTIONS ON BEHALF OF OUR PRODUCTION.

PATRONS

Tress MacNeille « Michael Millikan
Bang and Olufsen

ANGELS

Andrew Sampson - Jeffrey and Marianne Papa
Paul and Stanislava Overholt - Erin Murphy
Buckley Sampson « Kim and Joe Zakowski
Cassie and Travis Oales

SUPPORTERS

Julianne Grossman « Debbie Casaletto « Julie Davis
Lorna Stoval - Susie Geiser O’Connell - Pamela Price
Candy Glickman « David Freidman - Leslie Eckart
Charles Mathes - Arlene Graston - Joan Sotomayor
Naney Linari « Natalie Oldenkamp « Cindy Holloway
Goli Karimi « Deb Smith - David King
Tom and Kathleen Day

And a special shoutout to the Whitefire Theatre’s artistic director
Bryan Rasmussen for his equanimity and infinite patience
in response to our many questions and requests.
Thank you, Bryan. You’re the best.






