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CAST
(listed alphabetically)

Woman 2..........................................................................Sarah Busic

Narrator................................................................. Mark D. Kaufmann

Man 1..........................................................................Chris  Kerrigan

Woman 1...............................................................Rachel McLaughlan

Understudy for the Narrator is Mark  J. Freeman

Play running time is approximately two hours.
There will be one fifteen-minute intermission

Musical Numbers
Act One
Comedy Tonight, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum................................ Company
Love is in the Air, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum................................. Company
The Little Things You Do Together, Company...............................................................Chris, Sarah
Getting Married Today, Company.................................................................Chris, Rachel, Sarah
I Remember, Evening Primrose............................................................................................Chris
Can That Boy Foxtrot, Follies..................................................................................Rachel, Sarah
Company, Company...................................................................................Chris, Rachel, Sarah
Another Hundred People, Company...................................................................................Sarah
Marry Me a Little, Company..............................................................................................Chris
I Never Do Anything Twice, The Seven-Per-Cent Solution.......................................................Rachel
Beautiful Girls, Follies..................................................................................Chris, Rachel, Sarah
Ah, Paree!, Follies.........................................................................................................Rachel
Buddy’s Blues, Follies........................................................................................................Chris
Broadway Baby, Follies...................................................................................................Sarah
You Could Drive a Person Crazy, Company.....................................................Chris, Rachel, Sarah

Act Two
Everybody Says Don’t, Anyone Can Whistle................................................... Chris, Rachel, Sarah
Anyone Can Whistle, Anyone Can Whistle.........................................................................Chris
Send in the Clowns, A Little Night Music...........................................................................Rachel
We’re Gonna Be All Right, Do I Hear a Waltz (Music by Richard Rodgers).....................Chris, Rachel
A Boy Like That/I Have a Love, West Side Story (Music by Leonard Bernstein)................Rachel, Sarah
The Boy From, The Mad Show (Music by Mary Rodgers)......................................................Rachel
Pretty Lady, Pacific Overtures........................................................................ Chris, Rachel, Sarah
You Gotta Have a Gimmick, Gypsy (Music by Jule Styne)................................................ Company
Losing My Mind, Follies...................................................................................................Sarah
Could I Leave You, Follies.................................................................................................Chris
I’m Still Here, Follies......................................................................................................Rachel
Conversation Piece................................................................................................... Company
Side By Side By Side................................................................................................ Company



ABOUT STEPHEN SONDHEIM

WHO'S WHO

Stephen Sondheim (born March 22, 1930) is an American composer and lyricist known for more than a 
half-century of contributions to musical theater. Sondheim has received an Academy Award, eight Tony Awards 
(more than any other composer, including a Special Tony Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Theatre), eight 
Grammy Awards, a Pulitzer Prize, a Laurence Olivier Award, and a 2015 Presidential Medal of Freedom. He 
has been described by Frank Rich of The New York Times as "now the greatest and perhaps best-known artist 
in the American musical theater." His best-known works as composer and lyricist include A Funny Thing Hap-
pened on the Way to the Forum (1962), Company (1970), Follies (1971), A Little Night Music (1973), Pacific 
Overtures (1976), Sweeney Todd (1979), Merrily We Roll Along (1981), Sunday in the Park with George 
(1984), Into the Woods (1987), Assassins (1990), and Passion (1994). He also wrote the lyrics for West Side 
Story (1957) and Gypsy (1959). Sondheim has written film music, contributing "Goodbye for Now" for Warren 
Beatty’s 1981 Reds. He wrote five songs for 1990's Dick Tracy, including "Sooner or Later (I Always Get My 
Man)" by Madonna, which won the Academy Award for Best Song. Sondheim was president of the Dramatists 
Guild from 1973 to 1981. To celebrate his 80th birthday, the former Henry Miller's Theatre in New York City 
was renamed the Stephen Sondheim Theatre on September 15, 2010, and the BBC Proms held a concert in his 
honor. Cameron Mackintosh has called Sondheim "possibly the greatest lyricist ever."

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR
Art Isn’t Easy.
The work of Stephen Sondheim is unparalleled in the history of the Musical Theatre. His extensive career began 
in 1957 as the lyricist for West Side Story and continues today with new works and collaborations. His success-
es have been many, with popular shows such as Gypsy, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, 
Company, Sweeney Todd, A Little Night Music and Into the Woods. Sondheim seems to invent a new musical 
language for each of his shows, pushing past the boundaries of tradition in favor of true experimentation. It is that 
mindset that has made the very-commercial and mainstream Broadway an occasionally-inhospitable place for 
the work of Mr. Sondheim and his collaborators. They have risked and occasionally failed in order to tread new 
paths, explore new ways of storytelling and challenge audiences. A Sondheim song requires active participation 
from an audience in order to deduce meaning out of complex parts. To create the perfect song he uses meta-
phor, sophisticated dramatic intent, unique musical structure and style. He is meticulous to the end, and nothing 
is accidental.  He frequently abandons the notion that musicals are meant as escapist entertainment and rather 
forces us to look inside ourselves and at our own lives to apply meaning. The collection of songs that you will 
hear today are from Sondheim’s earliest years – that period from 1957 to 1976 when he was developing his 
unique style, when he occasionally functioned as just lyricist to another composer, and when he was, arguably, 
the most prolific. Most of these songs require your collaborative participation, and I encourage you to enjoy them 
not just as audience members, but as active collaborators in their presentation.

SARAH BUSIC
Woman 2
Sarah is thrilled to be a part of Side by Side by Sondheim! She graduated with a BFA in musical theatre from 
The Boston Conservatory in 2016. Since moving back to the West Coast, she has steadily bounced between 
working on the stage and screen. Some of her favorite credits include Red (Sacred Fools Theatre Company), 
The Understudies (Free Pizza Productions) and Only Anne (Goodspeed Opera House). This summer Sarah 
will be playing a leading role in the new pilot CO-OPTED, which is being produced in conjunction with Film 

Independent and Seed&Spark. She would like to thank her family, friends, and partner Jimmy for all of their love and support.  
www.sarahbusic.com



DAN FISHBACH*
Director
Recent credits include last year’s critically-acclaimed Jacques Brel at The Odyssey, Noises Off (Oklahoma City,) Assassins at 
the Pico Playhouse (BroadwayWorld Award nominations, Stage Raw nominations, Robby Award nominations), the workshop 
production of the new musical We're Here for You (Las Vegas, NV), the international tour of One Night Stand for producer 
Marc Platt (Wicked), Private Eyes and The Maiden’s Prayer (The Raven Theatre), HAIR (collaboration with original author 
James Rado.) Dan is on the faculty at The USC School of Dramatic Arts, and has taught at Oklahoma City University, Cal Poly 
Pomona, Santa Monica College, The American Musical and Dramatic Academy and Harvard-Westlake School, where he 
was head of performing arts. From 2006-2008, Dan served as the director of The Groundlings Theatre and School in Los 
Angeles. He is the co-founder of The Los Angeles Musical Theater Studio, a training ground for professional musical-theater 
actors. A graduate of Kenyon College, Dan is a member of SDC, The Society of Directors and Choreographers.

RACHEL MCLAUGHLAN
Woman 1
Rachel is excited to be a part of such an incredible show honoring one of her favorite composers. Originally 
from Santa Rosa, California, Rachel has been seen in all fifty states and eight countries as the human friend 
to Big Bird on the national tour of Sesame Street where she is also featured on the original cast album of 
Elmo’s Super Heroes. Other credits include the Witch (Into The Woods), Dolly (Hello,Dolly!), Aldonza (Man 
Of La Mancha), Roz (9 to 5), Gloria (Damn Yankees), and Susan (Company). Check her out at www.

rachelmclaughlan.com. Love to Kurtis, Jen, Rob, and her awesome agent with the bow-tie, Anthony Boyer with DDO Artists 
Agency. Carpe Diem!

CHRIS KERRIGAN
Man 1
Chris is a Los Angeles native. This is his first time performing at the Odyssey, but he has done a healthy 
amount of theatre and musical theatre, including Parade (Hugh Dorsey), Violet (The Preacher), Assassins (John 
Wilkes Booth), American Idiot (Tunny), Jekyll & Hyde (Jekyll/Hyde), Merrily We Roll Along (Franklin Shepard), 
Avenue Q (Brian), The Last Days of Judas Iscariot (Thomas/Sigmund Freud), Geography of a Horse Dreamer 
(Beaujo), The Who's Tommy (the guy who sings “Pinball Wizard”), and the world premiere of The Under-

ground Woman (David) with The Michael Chekhov Studio. He is a piano/keyboard player and singer/songwriter from time 
to time. He would like to thank everybody who let him be in this show for letting him be in this show.

MARK D. KAUFMANN
Narrator
Mark was last seen on the Odyssey stage in the original award-winning production of Mary Barnes. Beyond 
acting, he has written plays including Denver Drama Critics Best New Play winner, Evil Little Thoughts, and 
High School perennial, The End of Civilization As We Know It.  His new libretto for the 1919 Jerome Kern 
musical Zip! Goes A Million was part of the Kern Centennial celebration at Carnegie Hall.  He co-authored 
and directed a new musical, Painting The Clouds With Sunshine for San Francisco’s 42nd St. Moon theater 

company. Under a new title it will premiere in Los Angeles in 2019. Other directing credits include plays and musicals in Los 
Angeles, Chicago, and The York Theatre Co. in New York. He is the co-owner of The Los Angeles Musical Theater Studio, 
teaching here at the Odyssey.  www.lamts.com  / www.MarkDKaufmann.com  /  @MarkDKaufmann

MARK J. FREEMAN
Narrator Understudy
Mark J Freeman is a graduate of Ohio State University with a degree in theatre. After moving to Los Angeles 
in 2001, and studying acting at Leslie Kahn Studios and Sam Christensen Studios, he became involved in 
stand-up comedy and hosting. He is now an on-air and red-carpet host at Afterbuzz TV, where he’s done 
interviews at the 2017 and 2018 Daytime Emmy Awards, The Paley Center for Media and YouTube Studios, 
as well as premiere and red-carpet events around Hollywood. This is his first time on stage at the Odyssey, 

but you may recognize him, as he is also the box office manager. He would like to say thank you to his Odyssey family for 
giving him this amazing opportunity to grace their landmark stage and be part of this talented cast.



KIM DESHAZO
Costume Designer
Kim DeShazo is costume designer for the Theatre and Dance Departments at El Camino College, as well as resident costume 
designer for International City Theatre in Long Beach. Other theatres that have showcased her skills include the Hollywood 
Bowl, Pasadena Dance Theatre, L.A. Opera, Long Beach Opera, Shakespeare Festival/LA, the Gary Marshall Theatre, 
Theatricum Botanicum and Andak. Productions for colleges include work for Cal State Dominguez Hills, College of the Can-
yons, Long Beach City College and Mt. San Antonio College. Her work has been seen at industrial shows for Nike, Adidas, 
Skechers, Cherokee and Diesel clothing. Commercials include AFLAC, Best Buy, Target, Disney, Jack in the Box, Hewlett 
Packard, Little Caesars, McDonald’s and Mattel. Television and film credits range from The Real, The Price is Right, and an 
Ozzy Osbourne’s Variety show, to work for the Academy Awards, Nickelodeon and the Disney Channel.

WILLIAM ADASHEK
Lighting Designer
William Adashek is a lighting designer and cinematographer based in Los Angeles. His dance lighting for Jacob Jonas The 
Company, where he is the resident designer, has appeared at the Kennedy Center, Ailey Citigroup Theater, Lincoln Center 
and Jacob’s Pillow, and locally in Los Angeles at the Wallis, The Music Center and Ford Theatres. In addition to his lighting 
work in dance and theater, Will is an active cinematographer and film producer, with more than 100 feature film credits via 
his production company, Prehistoric Digital. He most recently served as associate producer of the film Buster’s Mal Heart, 
starring Rami Malek, which premiered in 2017. Will holds a BA from Kenyon College and an MFA. in cinematography from 
the American Film Institute. Side By Side by Sondheim is his fourth production at the Odyssey.

RICHARD BERENT
Musical Director
Richard has been active for many years in L.A. as a pianist, musical director, music educator and composer. He is on the 
music faculty of The American Musical and Dramatic Academy L.A. Recent musical director credits include Sunday In The 
Park with George, Spelling Bee, She Loves Me and many others. This is his third journey with Side by Side by Sondheim, 
and he has a long history of bringing Sondheim’s work to life. His last Odyssey credit was the musical spoof, Olympus On 
My Mind..

SOFIA CASSIDY
Prop Designer
Sofia is a junior at Loyola Marymount University, studying theatre arts and philosophy. She is thrilled to join the Odyssey as 
production intern this summer. Previous set design credits include Heathers the Musical (Marin Summer Theater), Dry Land 
(LMU senior thesis), and The Curious Savage (Del Rey Players). She would like to thank her mentors Maureen Weiss and 
Charles Erven for their knowledge and guidance, and the Odyssey for a fun and fulfilling summer

ALEX KOLMANOVSKY
Scenic Designer
Alex has designed scenery and lighting for over two hundred theatrical productions. His work in theme park design includes 
scenery for rides in USA, Japan, Korea and Jordan.  He has worked on projects for Disneyland and Universal Studios. 
Alex was a set designer for The Viking Adventure at Wakayama Park, Japan, which is the largest water park attraction in 
the world. He was one of the designers for a theme ride at a Korean Pavilion at Expo’93 in Seoul, Korea, as well as for 
Starquest Samsung. Alex has designed rides and themed architecture in Las Vegas, including such architectural projects 
as New York, New York Casino, Buffalo Bill Casino and Whiskey Pete Casino. He has also designed scenery for Neil 
Diamond World Tour, as well as countless MTV music videos, film and industrials.

IMANI G. ALEXANDER
Choreographer
Los Angeles native Imani G. Alexander studied directing and physical theatre in London, earning an MA in text and perfor-
mance from the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA) and Birkbeck College (University of London). She has been involved 
in the Los Angeles arts scene as a choreographer, theatre maker, vocalist, singer-songwriter and dance teacher. Recent chore-
ography credits include Jacques Brel Is Alive and Well and Living in Paris (Odyssey Theatre Ensemble, 2017).



ODYSSEY STAFF

Set Construction................................ Sofia Cassidy, Danny Felix, Josh La Cour, Alex Kolmanovsky, Michael Navarrete

Summer Intern/Scenic Painting......................................................................................................... Sofia Cassidy

Publicist..............................................................................................................................................Lucy Pollak

Photography............................................................................................................................................ Enci

Graphic Designs.......................................................................................................................Richard Mantel

Promotional Video.................................................................................................................... Mandy Eckman

Special Thanks .............................................................  Peter Cook, Thomas O’Leary, Lannea Zellars, LA SHARES

PRODUCTION STAFF

BETH MACK
Stage Manager
Beth is very happy to be back at the Odyssey. Most recently she stage-managed Underneath/Silent/Forgotten for Pat 
Kinevane from Fishamble: The New Play Company. She has also been unseen on Beckett5, Riding The Midnight Express, 
Awake & Sing, Go Back To Where You Are, Punk Rock and others at the Odyssey. In addition, she has assistant stage-
managed and operated light, sound and follow spot for various productions, and has appeared as an actor in Ivanov and 
Passion Play.
RON SOSSI
Producer/Artistic Director/Founder of the Odyssey Theatre Ensemble
Ron received the LA Weekly Career Achievement Award in 2013. He has also received the Los Angeles Drama Critics Cir-
cle Margaret Harford Award for “demonstrating a continual willingness to experiment provocatively in the process of theatre” 
and the Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Ron Link Award for “consistent quality of direction.” Recent OTE directing projects 
include The Dance of Death, Beckett5, My Sister, Oedipus Machina, Theatre in the Dark (LA Weekly nomination Best Produc-
tion of the Year), Way to Heaven (LA Weekly and LADCC nomination for Best Production of the Year), Adding Machine: A 
Musical, The Arsonists (LA Weekly nomination for Best Direction) Sliding Into Hades (Best Production of the Year, LA Weekly), 
Kafka Thing!, Far Away and The Threepenny Opera. Ron has led the Odyssey throughout its 49-year history.

*

BROOKE LEWIS
Assistant Director
Brooke is honored to work alongside this talented, driven cast and crew on such impeccable material. She is a graduate of 
USC’s School of Dramatic Arts with a BA in theatre. Traditionally an actor, she decided to learn more about the other side 
of the table and couldn’t be happier to share the show with all of you. Upcoming productions include Romeo & Juliet with 
Alchemy Theatre Company and the Vampire Queen of Mars at Costa Mesa Playhouse. She would like to thank her family, 
Dan, Ali and Erick for their support.

CHERYL GAUL
Pianist
Originally from Agoura Hills, Cheryl is a musical theatre keyboardist, synthesizer programmer, conductor and music director. 
Recent credits include Sweeney Todd, Evita, Andrew Lippa’s Wild Party, Songs for a New World, Big Fish, Catch Me If You 
Can and The Hunchback of Notre Dame.

ARTISTIC
Artistic Director.....................................................................Ron Sossi
Associate Artistic Director.................................................. Beth Hogan
Literary Manager.................................................... Sally Essex-Lopresti



VOLUNTEERS
If you would like information on how to volunteer at the Odyssey, please call 310-477-2055, ext. 107. 

Thank you!

VOLUNTEERS:  
Rachel Abraham, Marcia Himmelstein, Jennifer Lang, Dr. Bob Karns, Christopher Lasseter, Reno Logan, Melonee Mckinney, 
Mahmoud Paydar, Navid Misaghi, Michael Navarrete, London Phillips, Michelle Seamon, Nazanin Yazhan, Etienne Stinson

• TALK BACKS give audience members a chance to
discuss plot, character, themes or any other questions directly with the artists with a

post-show Q+A from the stage.
 Talk Backs are scheduled for Friday, August 3, Thursday, August 23 and Wednesday, September 12

Bringing a group? Call the box office to schedule a Talk Back by calling Mark at 310-477-2055 ext. 2

• WINE NIGHT FRIDAY (the third Friday of every month) FREE with the price of admission. Socialize with other audience 
members, artists and staff throughout the season at our monthly Friday wine night and late-night nosh.

• TIX FOR $10 performances are on Friday, July 27, Wednesday, August 8 and Thursday, September 6

SPECIAL EVENTS FOR SIDE BY SIDE BY SONDHEIM

Student Outreach Director.................................................. Beth Hogan

PRODUCTION
Production Manager ........................................................ Josh La Cour
Technical Director...............................................................Danny Felix
Assistant to the Technical Director.......................................... Robert Fox
Lighting Technician.............................................................Danny Felix

ADMINISTRATIVE
Box Office Manager ......................................................Mark Freeman
Box Office Assistant ................................................. Sarah Negahdari
Social Media Director.....................................................Mark Freeman
 Publicist............................................................................Lucy Pollak
Audience Outreach .................................................Margaret Starbuck
House Manager ............................................ Robert Burt, Octavia Carr 
Facility Managers .........................................Robert Fox, Juana Gomez
OTE Videographers...................................... Eric Ekman, Mandy Ekman
OTE Web Designer.............................................................Eric Ekman
OTE Season & Program Graphic Art Designer........... Peter Simpson Cook
OTE Graphic Designers......................................... Peter Simpson Cook,  

Luba Lukova, Richard Mantel, Dane Martens
Volunteer Office Staff...................Julie Lebow, Deloris Plevick, Fred Pollak

LYSISTRATA UNBOUND now playing in Odyssey 1 through AUGUST 4!
“IMPASSIONED…This is not your great-great-great-great-great-grandfather’s ‘Lysistrata.’” - L.A.  Times

“BLUNT, AUDACIOUS and OFTEN SHOCKING”  — Broadway World
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THANK YOU

As a center of the Los Angeles theater community, the 
Odyssey Theatre has been attracting first-class actors, 

directors, writers and designers to its stages for 48 years. 
The Odyssey continues to be a place for all people to meet 

up and experience the magic of live theatre!
This season’s upcoming productions demonstrate the 

Odyssey’s passion for diverse, maverick work.

• World Premiere of Edwardo Machado's 
Lysistrata Unbound

• West Coast Premiere of Rumania’s
Old Clown Wanted

• Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Lynn Nottages’s 
Fabulation, or the Re-Education of Undine

• Return of our newly formed DANCE FESTIVAL, and our 
STUDENT OUTREACH PROGRAM; a collaboration with 
the Los Angeles City College Theatre Department and Tony 

Award-winning playwright Tom Bryant.

As a not-for-profit organization, our work is only possible 
because of charitable donors like you. A gift of any size 

goes a long way toward supporting the Odyssey’s bold and 
exciting productions. 

THANK YOU for helping us sustain our community of 
inspired audiences and artists.
Together we do great things!

For information on how you can become an 
Odyssey supporter, or to renew your support to the the-

atre please call our box office at 310-477-2055 ext. 2 or 
go online at odysseytheatre.com
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