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A Yote from the
Ahtistic Dinector| Producer, caryn desai

This show launches our subscription campaign for
next year and we are delighted to embark on a
very special and significant anniversary — our
40th year in 2025! I’'m delighted to share our
new season with you and invite you to join us on
an adventurous journey. At the time of printing,
we have 4 of the 5 offerings contracted for 2025
(negotiating the 5th) — all of which are premieres! You will be the
first to experience these extraordinary stories in our region!

The 40th season is an adventure! As we invest in the future of this
art form and support these relevant new works and voices, we are
also investing in our community with stories that can expand our
horizons, bring our community together, free our creative spirits, and
help us grow. In the current divisive political scene, we need the arts
to bring us together and remember our shared humanity. Theatre
gives us an opportunity to escape some of that negative energy for a
moment of calm and healing.

However, theatre doesn’t happen without YOU. Your subscription
is an investment in ICT, our community and theatre. It is never
easy but all of us at ICT believe in the benefits of theatre for our
community on many levels through our main stage and the six
education programs we provide.

We also face challenges with increasing costs for labor and supplies.
We will be raising prices for 2025 (and we will still be lower than
most professional theatres). We are offering an early-bird special.
Subscribe by September 8 to receive 2024 prices.

I hope you’ll take a moment to review our exciting lineup in this
program and stop by our subscription table in the lobby before you
leave to ensure your seats for 2025! Thank you!
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Your Award-winning Professional Regional Theatre presents

THE DOUBLE V

by Carole Eglash-Kossoff
Directed by Michael A. Shepperd

PRODUCTION

Artistic Director/Producer: caryn desai

Director: Michael A. Shepperd

Scenic Designer: Tim Mueller

Lighting Designer: Crystal R. Shomph

Costume Designer: Kimberly DeShazo

Sound Designer: Dave Mickey

Resident Property Designers Patty and Gordon Briles
Resident Hair and Wig Designer: Anthony Gagliardi
Production Stage Manager: Jamie Tucker *
Assistant Stage Manager: Jaclyn Gehringer
Resident Casting Director: Michael Donovan, CSA
Resident Casting Director: Richie Ferris, CSA
Wardrobe Crew: Amber Pegler

Sound Crew: Ethan Shanklin

CAST (In order of appearance)

Ira Lewis: Nic Few *

Madge Evans: Jennifer Shelton *
Jimmy Thompson: K.J. Powell

Annie Culver: Nicolette Ellis
Frank/Clem Thompson: Idrees Degas *
William Taylor/Peter: Lee James
Charlie Simpson: John E. Phillips

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in
the United States

Place: Various U.S. Cities
Time: 1942
Running Time: Two hours (includes a 15-minute intermission)

Subscribe Now and Save!
Give a gift of theatre for yourself, loved one or friends!

= Save more than 50% on parking

= Free ticket exchanges* (some estrictions may apply)

= 20% restaurant dsiscount card
<« and more...

As a courtesy to the actors onstage and your fellow audience members, please turn off your cell
phone, beeper or any electronic device that might make noise during the performance. Also, if you
use your cell phone during intermission, please ensure that your phone is turned off before you
re-enter the auditorium. Thank you for your cooperation!




James G. Thompson, letter to the
Pittsburgh Courier proposing Double V (Jan. 31, 1942)

Like all true Americans, my greatest desire at this time, this crucial point of
our history, is a desire for a complete victory over the forces of evil, which

threaten our existence today. Behind that desire is also a desire to serve, this,

my country, in the most advantageous way. Most of our leaders are suggesting
that we sacrifice every other ambition to the paramount one, victory. With this
1 agree; but I also wonder if another victory could not be achieved at the same
time. After all, the things that beset the world now are basically the same things
which upset the equilibrium of nations internally, states, counties, cities, homes
and even the individual. Being an American of dark complexion and some 26
years, these questions flash through my mind: “Should I sacrifice my life to live
half American?” “Will things be better for the next generation in the peace to
follow?” “Would it be demanding too much to demand full citizenship rights in
exchange for the sacrificing of my life.” “Is the kind of America I know worth

defending?” “Will America be a true and pure democracy after this war?”
“Will colored Americans suffer still the indignities that have been heaped upon

them in the past?” These and other questions need answering, [ want to know,

and I believe every colored American, who is thinking, wants to know. This
may be the wrong time to broach such subjects, but haven't all good things
obtained by men been secured through sacrifice during just such times of strife?
1 suggest that while we keep defense and victory in the forefront that we don t
lose sight of our fight for true democracy at home. The “V for Victory” sign is
being displayed prominently in all so-called democratic countries which are
fighting for victory over aggression, slavery and tyranny. If this V sign means
that to those now engaged in this great conflict then let colored Americans
adopt the double VV for a double victory—The first V for victory over our
enemies from without, the second V for victory over our enemies within. For
surely those who perpetrate these ugly prejudices here are seeing to destroy
our democratic form of government just as surely as the Axis forces. This
should not and would not lessen our efforts to bring this conflict to a successful
conclusion; but should and would make us stronger to resist these evil forces
which threaten us. America could become united as never before and become
truly the home of democracy. In way of an answer to the foregoing questions
in a preceding paragraph, I might say that there is no doubt that this country
is worth defending; things will be different for the next generation; colored
Americans will come into their own, and America will eventually become the
true democracy it was designed to be. These things will become a reality in
time, but not through any relaxation of the efforts to secure them. In conclusion
let me say that though these questions often permeate my mind, I love American
and am willing to die for the America I know will someday become a reality.
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Carole Eglash-Kosoff (Playwright) is a novelist, playwright, and documentary
filmmaker. She lives and writes in Valley Village, California. She graduated from UCLA
and pursued a successful business career. When her husband died in 2006, she traveled
and worked in the black townships of South Africa for two years. That work yielded her
1% book and stage play, The Human Spirit. Since then, she has been teaching, writing,
and traveling to more than eighty countries. She also established the CEK Foundation

to fund scholarships to deserving high school seniors. She has published ten novels,
produced two documentary films, including the award-winning The Life & Art of David
Labkovski. She has written and produced four stage plays, including the Ovation Award-
winning musical, When Jazz Had the Blues. She also hosts a Facebook group, Carole’s
Snippets of History...more than 70 short essays on significant historic events. (Www.
carolessnippetsothistory.com) ICT’s staging of The Double V will be the 3" staging of
this true and important story. (www.caroleeglashkosoff.com)

Michael A. Shepperd (Director) is excited to be back at ICT, this time as a director.
Michael has appeared in Raisin (Walter Lee; NAACP nomination), Fences (Troy;
Ovation, LADCC Nominations), Valley Song (Buks; Stage Raw Award) LA directing
credits include: The Boy From Oz (Ovation Award, LADCC Award, Best Director),
Rotterdam (LADCC Award Best Production, Stage Raw award for Best Production and
Director, nom West Addams, (LA Times Critics Choice), Laughter on the 23rd Floor
(Director of the Year, Scenie Award, Broadway World nom, Best Director), Sucker
Punch, Too Heavy for Your Pocket (LA Times Critics Choice), [title of show], Rent.
Acting roles include Matilda (Trunchbull), The Producers (Roger; Ovation Award
nominee), BootyCandy (LADCC nom, Ovation, Stage Raw Win), The Color Purple
(Mister; Ovation award), Steel (Ovation Award), Master Harold and the Boys (NAACP
theatre award nom), Intimate Apparel (NAACP Theatre Award), Choir Boy (NAACP
nom),. Broadway/Regional credits include: Cathy Rigby is Peter Pan, Little Shop of
Horrors, Caroline, or Change, Whipping Man. TV: Bosch, Why Women Kill, Curb Your
Enthusiasm, Hot In Cleveland, Wizards of Waverly Place, Monk, NCIS

Nic Few (Ira Lewis) Winner of 2024 NAACP Best Supporting Actor
award! Brown University Conservatory M.F.A. in Acting/Directing,

Clark Atlanta University M.A. in Ed/Admin. Theater: Guthrie Theatre:

A Midsummer Nights Dream “Oberon/Theseus” Odyssey Theatre: When
Stars Align “Faris/Charlie/minister”, Robey Theatre: The Talented Tenth
“Bernard” Robey Theatre: God’s Favor “Butchie,” Guthrie Theatre:
Confluence “Death” A Christmas Carol “Ghost of Christmas Present,”
The Old Globe theatre: A Midsummer Nights Dream “Demetrius “The Merchant of
Venice “Morocco” Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are dead “Horatio” Theatre@ Boston
Court: The Dinosaur Within “Eli”, Los Angeles Shakespeare Center Theatre: Romeo

and Juliette, NY Theatre Workshop Misanthrope, ‘Eugene O’neil Center’ The Ballad
of Emmitt Till “Wheeler’, Trinity Rep theatre: A Christmas Carol “Topper”, Cherry
Orchard “Nicholi” “ Chautauqua Théatre: Measure for Measure “Angelo Television Film
Chicago Med, The Real Mvp, Tab Time, Open, GO ON, 90 Days “Taylor,” Major Crimes
“Big Hazard, The Exes “Dusty”, The Mulaney Show “Jones” The Chadwick Journals
“Donovan,” 11thhour “Lawrence, Blotter “Officer Jim Carter.” @nicfew




Jennifer Shelton (Madge Evans) toured with the 1% National Co.
of Ragtime and performed with such companies as the Hollywood Bowl
Orch, Long Beach Symphony, McCoy Rigby, and Sacramento Music
Circus. For ICT: 4 Doll’s House Part 2 (Nora), Let s Misbehave (Alice),
Master Class (Sharon), Ain't Misbehavin (Nell), Songs for a New World,
Five Course Love, and The Story (Yvonne). Favorite credits: Seven
(Hafsat) - LA Theatre Works; Clybourne Park (Francine) - Laguna

Playhouse; A/l Night Strut and Jacques Brel - Colony; Fanny (Fanny), One Touch of
Venus (Venus), Kiss of the Spider Woman (Spider Woman), and It’s a Bird ... Superman!

(Lois Lane) -
a Little (Ceil)

MTG; Proof (Claire), The Baby Dance (Rachel), Miss Reardon Drinks
, and Raisin in the Sun (Ruth) - CCAP; Man of La Mancha (Aldonza)

- Rubicon; Into the Woods (Cinderella) - Lamb’s; Beauty and the Beast (Belle) and
Ragtime (Sarah) - Moonlight; Hot Mikado (Yum-Yum) and World Goes ‘Round - MTW.

TV/Film cred

its include: Unprisoned, American Auto, Station 19, I Love That for You,

Seal Team, Physical, Criminal Minds, Shameless, B&B, Y&R, Days of Our Lives,
Girlfriends, and Prom.

KJ Powell (Jimmy Thompson) K.J. Powell, a Miami native, began
his entertainment journey at 14. A Pepperdine University graduate, he
has worked in both theatre and TV, making his debut with International
City Theatre. His theatre credits include Farragut North at Theatre 68,
and he’s been recognized as an August Wilson Monologue Finalist,

a Spotlight Award recipient, and a California Educational Theatre

Association scholarship winner. On-screen, K.J. has appeared in

Grown-ish, Henry Danger, Young Sheldon, Station 19, and The Secret Life of
Cheerleaders.

Nicoletfte Ellis (Annie Culver) is so excited to be a part of The Double
V as Annie Culver. From acting, writing, producing and her own business
itsRandom, she has always been immersed in the world of storytelling.
The Newark Film Festival and LA Drama Critics Circle Best Performance
nominated actress has demonstrated her performance in the ALLBLK

original series Makeup x Breakup. She’s also been in numerous plays,

multi-hyphen

films, commercials, and more. She continues her love for creating as a
ate in LA.

Idrees Degas (Frank/Clem Thompson) a dynamic actor driven by a
passion for storytelling. He infuses every role with authenticity and depth,
whether it is a Shakespearean classic or a cutting-edge contemporary
drama. With a knack for captivating audiences and a commitment to
pushing artistic boundaries, Idrees is poised to make a lasting impact

on the stage and screen alike. Idrees has lit up stages in various venues,

earning accolades for his captivating performances. Recent highlights

include his performance, where Idrees showcased his versatility and ability to connect
with audiences on a profound level. With a blend of talent, charisma, and a tireless work

ethic, Idrees i

s poised for even greater success in the ever-evolving world of theatre.

































