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At Latino Theater Company, we believe theatre is a place
where people come together to be seen, to be heard, and to
feel part of a community. In times like these, that feels more
important than ever.

People need community. They need to feel validated and
understood. They need a place where they can laugh, cry, and
simply be themselves. A place where they can feel like a full
human being. Theatre gives us that space. It allows us to sit
together, reflect together, and remember that we are not

-alone.

In moments like the one we are living through now, art

"matters. Art is resistance. Theatre is resistance. Through
~storytelling we confront the realities of our time and challenge

audiences to look at the world, and at one another, with
honesty and empathy.

" These are turbulent times. It can feel easier to look away or

simply go along with the flow. But theatre asks something
different of us. It asks us to face the world as it is, to listen

s carefully, and to speak honestly about what we see.

' . Sometimes-that means we have to speak louder.



As we looked at the plays in this spring
season, a connection began to emerge.
These were all female centered stories and
dealt with the pressures they face. Family
expectations. Identity. Responsibility. The
choices they must make and the strength it
takes to carry them.

Tonight you will be seeing the world
premiere of The Storyteller of East LA,
written by founding Latino Theater Company
ensemble member Evelina Fernandez, and
also developed through our Circle of
Imaginistas. The play explores memory loss,
caregiving, family conflict, and the
sustaining power of love. Rooted in the
voices and experiences of our community, it
reminds us how storytelling itself helps
families navigate moments of struggle.

Many members of the Latino Theater
Company ensemble come together for this
production. When artists who have worked
together for years return to the rehearsal
room, something special happens. There is
trust. There is openness. There is space to
question, explore, and build something
meaningful together.

We started the season with Level Up!,
written by Gabriel Rivas Gémez and
commissioned through Latino Theater
Company'’s Circle of Imaginistas. The play
follows Desi, a trans tween who feels safest
expressing herself inside a virtual gaming
world. At its heart, Level Up! is about
identity, family, and the courage it takes to
be honest about who you are.

Producing work like this reflects something
essential about why this theatre exists. We
are committed to creating space for artists to
share their voices and tell stories from their
communities. One of the most rewarding
parts of our work is seeing a new playwright
step onto the stage for the first time. These

voices challenge us and expand the
conversation.

We close the spring season with Carlota:
Alhajero de Secretos, written by Rodrigo
Garcia and Ugho Badu and performed in
Spanish with English subtitles. Set inside a
carefully ordered household, the play
explores the powerful relationships between
mothers and daughters and the
consequences of secrets kept too long.

As the year continues, we expand our work
beyond our stages with a special
presentation of Sophocles’ Antigone,
adapted by Evelina Fernandez, which | will
direct at the Getty Villa's outdoor classical
theater. Reimagined within a pre-conquest
Aztec world, the production brings an
ancient story into direct conversation with
our histories and the present moment,
asking enduring questions about justice,
power, and moral responsibility.

With that, we move into our fall season.

We present Speaking in Tongues, a new
work by MacArthur “Genius Grant” recipient
Luis Alfaro, developed through our Circle of
Imaginistas. Set within a struggling
Pentecostal congregation in California’s
Central Valley, the play explores faith,
community and survival in a rapidly changing
social and political landscape.

We continue our ongoing collaboration with
Artists at Play with The Dance and the
Railroad by David Henry Hwang, a powerful
early work that reflects on the lives of
Chinese laborers during the 1867 railroad
strike, and the enduring human need for art,
dignity and expression.

We also present Yamel Cucuy by Glass Half
Full Theatre, a visually striking and haunting
work that blends puppetry, live performance



and folklore to explore borders, fear, and the
strength it takes to move forward.

Together, these productions reflect what
Latino Theater Company has always tried to
do. From the beginning, our focus has been
simple. Make theatre for the people of Los
Angeles, with the artists who live here, and
tell stories that matter to the communities
that shape this city.

The struggles faced by women, by Latinos,
by immigrants, by LGBTQ communities, and
by many others are not distant issues. They
are part of our daily lives. Theatre allows us
to confront those realities honestly while also
celebrating the resilience, humor, and
humanity that sustain us.

Our invitation to you is simple.
Come with no fear. This theatre is a place to
gather, reflect, and embrace one another,

even those we may not yet know. We need
that right now.

Thank you for being here.

JOSE LUIS VALENZUELA

Artistic Director

TAKE THE MUSIC OF

WITH YOU.

Scan the QR code
with your camera
phone to listen to
songs featured in
the production
and experience
another layer of
the story
wherever you are.

LET’S GET SOCIAL!
@latinotheaterco
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Lucy Rodriguez*............c..coo i .. Mercy

Understudies: Diana Burbano*, Maya Malan-Gonzalez*. Understudies never substitute for a listed performance
unless a specific announcement is made at the time of the performance.

* Member of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States

Scenic Design Costume Design Lighting Design
PRAIRIE T TRIVUTH NAILA ALADDIN SANDERS JOSH EPSTEIN
Sound Design Projection Design
JOHN ZALEWSKI YEE EUN NAM

Movement Coordinator/Choreographer
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Stage Manager Production Manager
ALEXA WOLFE MAY FEI
Casting Director Assistant Stage Manager Wardrobe Supervisor
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DIRECTED BY

JOSE LUIS VALENZUELA

THE STORYTELLER OF EAST LA will be performed without an intermission

Please Note: There is no photography or filming of any kind allowed during the performance.
Please turn off all electronic devices, including cell phones.

THE STORYTELLER OF EAST LA was commissioned and developed in
Latino Theater Company’s Circle of Imaginistas playwriting group.
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_ABOUT THE ARVIS\S

BRENDA BANDA (Mary) is an actress
and entrepreneur best known for her role
as Norma on Gentefied. Other credits
include Grey’s Anatomy, Shameless and
This Fool. A force on screen and in
business, she merges purpose with power,
helping women build wealth, confidence,
and control. When not on screen she is a
holistic empress championing female
leadership and financial literacy—because
power looks better when women own it.
Follow her @SheRunsTheShow_CEO

RUTH LIVIER (Josefa/Vanessa Soto)
Ruth loves working with Latino Theater Co.
at The LATC where she was last seen in
The Little King of Norwalk, American
Mariachi, The Sweetheart Deal, and Three
Sisters. She has played lead roles at South
Coast Repertory (Destiny of Desire, Neva,
Lovers and Executioners, La Posada
Magica), The Kirk Douglas Theatre (A
Perfect Wedding, Neva), Long Beach
Opera (Indian Queen), Cornerstone (Pedro
Play), La Jolla Playhouse (Neva), East LA
Classic Theater (A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Hedda Gabler), MET (Sexo, Pudor y
Ldgrimas), The Elephant Theater (Lost
Angeles), Friends & Artists (The
Threepenny Opera, De Dénde u/s), ‘Dentity
Crisis), The Goodman (Destiny of Desire),
Cincinnati Playhouse (Destiny of Desire),
Denver Theater Center (Just Like Us), and
The Guthrie (Shane u/s). She has toured
with Eugenio Derbéz in Latinologues. Ruth
is part of the MCU playing Elena Chavez in
Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madhness. Other film, TV & web credits
include Drag Me to Hell, Resurrection
Blvd., Switched at Birth, Ylse. Voice-work:
Pixar’s Coco, Disney’s Cars on the Road,
Elena of Avalor, Handy Manny, Call of Duty
MW, Dead Rising 3, GTA, Sly Cooper 3,
among others. IG: @RLivier. #Abolish ICE.

SAL LOPEZ (Serafina) Sal is a founding
member of the Latino Theater Company.
Work with the Company: his one man show
This Is A Man’s World, American Mariachi,
Tacos La Brooklyn, Whittier Boulevard,

Premeditation, August 29th, La Victima,
Luminarias, Dementia, Solitude, Habitat,
Wild In Wichita, La Olla, A Mexican Trilogy
- Faith, Hope, Charity, and the lead in La
Virgen de Guadalupe, Dios Inantzin,
performed every year at The Cathedral Of
Our Lady Of The Angels. Other plays
include You Should Have Stayed Home,
Morons for Radar L.A., Blade To The Heat,
Bandito and Zoot Suit for the Mark Taper
Forum, Selena (musical) at the Ricardo
Montalban Theater, La Posada Magica for
South Coast Rep, A Midsummer Night’s
Dream for East L.A. Classical Theater,
Corridos Tales Of Passion And Revolution
and La Virgen Del Tepeyac for Teatro
Campesino, and Lorca Child Of The Moon,
Young Lady From Tacna, and Wanted
Experience Operators for The Bilingual
Foundation Of The Arts. Broadway: Linda
Ronstadt’s Canciones de mi Padre at the
Minskoff Theater. Current Films: F1, The
Rip, Atropia.

ZILAH MENDOZA (Grace) Zilah is
thrilled to be a part of Latino Theater
Company's Succession. Her last
appearance with LTC was the remounting
of Whittier Boulevard in 2024. Zilah
originated the following roles: Monse in
Tacos La Brooklyn (Latino Theater
Company), Ana in Lisa Loomer’s Living
Out (Mark Taper Forum, Garland
Award)(Off Broadway, Second Stage, Obie
Award), Electricidad in Luis Alfaro’s
Electricidad (cover of American Theatre
Magazine), Matilde in Sarah Ruhl's The
Clean House (Yale Rep), Griselda
Blanco/Kathy Rundle in Billy Corbin and
Aurin Squire’s Confessions of A Cocaine
Cowboy (The Colony Theatre Miami New
Drama), Perla in Juliette Carillo’s Plumas
Negras (Cornerstone), Josefina in Luis
Alfaro’s Mojada (The Getty Villa), Magda
in Josefina Lopez’'s An Enemy of the
Pueblo (Casa 0101),
Noelle/Bobby/Paloma/Maria Sol in Jose
Rivera’s The Untranslatable Secrets of
Nikki Corona (The Geffen Playhouse),
Alma in E/ Borracho (The Old Globe). Her
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television credits include recurring roles
on Bosch: Legacy, King of Queens, Reba,
MAd TV and guest starring roles on Grey’s
Anatomy and Curb Your Enthusiasm, to
name a few. Zilah is Associate Artistic
Director of Mentor Artists Playwrights
Project - MAPP, a community-based arts
program working with indigenous and
diverse communities throughout North
America. @zilahmendoza
@mentorartistsmapp
www.mentorartists.org
www.zilahmendoza.com

BLANCA ISABELLA PALLINI (Lulu) is
honored to be returning to Latino Theater
Co. where she was last seen in Just Like
Us and La Virgen De Guadalupe, Dios
Inantzin. Blanca received her BFA in
Acting from Boston University and has
trained at the London Academy of Music
and Dramatic Art (LAMDA). Her recent
theatre credits include: Just Like Us
(Marisela), Henry IV (Hotspur) and Yerma
(Yerma). Recent film credits include: Cups
(2025) and Sesasi (2025). Blanca was
recently awarded "Best Actress" for her
performance in Just Like Us by LA Theatre
Bites, and has received awards for her
work in film including "Best Actress in a
Lead Role" for Lolo. Blanca is proud to be
a part of the world premiere of this
beautiful story and dedicates this
performance to her family. Follow her on
instagram @blancaaisabella

LUCY RODRIGUEZ (Mercy) is
exceedingly grateful to be back on stage in
this beautiful production. She is proud to
be a founding member of the Latino
Theater Company (LTC) and currently
serves as an Associate Artistic Director.
LTC Theatre credits include Whittier
Boulevard, Premeditation, A Mexican
Trilogy, Solitude, Faith, Melancholia, La
Victima, Dementia (2002, 2010 and
2017), August 29, The Promise, and La
Virgen de Guadalupe: Dios Inantzin, which
has been presented every December at
the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels in

downtown L.A. for over 20 years! Other
theatre credits include Real Women Have
Curves at San Diego Rep (World
Premiere), A Christmas Carol, Man of the
Flesh at South Coast Rep. jBocdn! at The
Mark Taper Forum. Film credits include
Moe, Species and Deception. Television
credits include recurring roles on ER and
Sunset Beach. She studied at The Lee
Strassberg Theatre Institute in West
Hollywood and received a B.A. in
English-Communication Arts from St.
Mary’s University in San Antonio, Texas,
her hometown. Being involved with The
Latino Theater Company has been one of
the craziest and most rewarding
experiences of her life; it is more than a
professional commitment, it is her chosen
family. After 40 years, she is grateful for
the fantastic group of artists known as The
Succession that are preparing to take the
helm in a few years. She is grateful to her
husband Albert for his unwavering love
and support during their 42 years of
marriage. She dedicates her performance
to her beautiful daughters Isabel and
Jessye — always listen to your heart and
follow your dreams — and to all those
caring for loved ones that have the
“forgetting condition,” as playwright and
friend, Luis Alfaro, calls it.

DIANA BURBANGO (Understudy) is a
Colombian-American actor, playwright,
and fierce advocate for Latine stories on
stage. An Imaginistas playwright at Latino
Theater Company, her play Reinas is
being developed through the Circle of
Imaginistas playwriting group. Los Angeles
appearances include work at Center
Theatre Group and The Geffen Playhouse.
Her plays have been produced and
developed at Oregon Shakespeare
Festival, Latino Theater Company, Artists
Repertory Theatre, and Artists Repertory,
among others, including Ghosts of Bogota,
Sapience, Fabulous Monsters, Policarpa,
and Beheading Columbus. Her work is
published with Concord and YouthPLAYS,
and anthologized in Speculative Fiction for
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Dreamers and The Routledge Companion
to Latine Theatre and Performance. A
SAG-AFTRA, AEA, and Dramatists Guild
member, she serves on the Dramatists
Guild Council and is a teaching artist at
South Coast Repertory and CSULB. She is
the Literary Director at Breath of Fire
Latina Theater Ensemble, mentoring
BIPOC writers in free community
programs. Awards: 2021 Jane Chambers
Award, 2023 O'Neill Finalist (Beheading
Columbus), 2022 O'Neill Semifinalist (As
Girls Go). Named a La Vanguardia Latino
Innovator Shaping the Future of the Arts
by the Los Angeles Times.
www.dianaburbano.com
@ladianaburbano

MAYA MALAN-GONZALEZ
(Understudy) (she/ella) is an ensemble
member with Studio Luna and Interim
Artistic Director of Milagro. Stage credits:
Adiés Mama Carlota (El Teatro
Campesino); Quixote Nuevo (Denver
Center for the Performing Arts, Seattle
Rep, South Coast Repertory and Portland
Center Stage); Persuasion (San Jose Stage
Company); Wolf at the Door and Lydia
(Milagro); The Times, Generation Sex and
LunaUnlaced (Studio Luna); Deferred
Action and De Troya (Cara Mia Theatre).
Screen credits: Lessons in Chemistry
(Apple Original), Friends in High Places
(Pocha Productions), My Friend Frida
(Haze Grey Pictures). Voiceover work:
Women of Fire (Audible Original), and her
story Down the Side of the Mountain is
featured in Talking While Female and
Other Dangerous Acts (Audible Original).
Maya received her B.F.A from The Theatre
School at DePaul University. Visit
www.mayamalangonzalez.com to learn
more.

EVELINA FERNANDEZ (Playwright)
Born and raised in East LA, she writes
about the Mexican Diaspora in the U.S.
She is a Founder and Resident Playwright
at the Latino Theater Company @ The
LATC. Her plays include Sleep With The

Angels, The Mother Of Henry (L.A. Drama
Critic’s Circle Award, L.A. Times Critic’s
Choice), A Mexican Trilogy: Faith, Hope &
Charity published by Samuel French (L.A.
Drama Critics Circle Award), Solitude (L.A.
Times Critic's Choice), Dementia (L.A.
Times Critic’s Choice, Glaad Media Award
For Outstanding Theater Production In
Los Angeles), La Virgen De Guadalupe,
Dios Inantzin (featured in both The LA
Times and The NY Times), Premeditation,
and the Premeditation Podcast. Other
plays include Sleep With The Angels,
Luminarias, La Olla and Liz Estrada In The
City Of Angels. Next Up: Blow Away The
Clouds at The Pacific Playwrights Festival
at SCR in May 2026, and an adaptation of
Antigone — Antigone: In The Language Of
Kings at The Getty Villa in Summer 2026.
She dedicates this play to her beautiful
mother Esperanza Ontiveros.

JOSE LUIS VALENZUELA (Director)
José Luis Valenzuela is the visionary
Artistic Director of the Latino Theater
Company at The Los Angeles Theatre
Center, and serves as Emeritus
Distinguished Professor (formerly Head of
the MFA Directing Program) at UCLA’s
School of Theater, Film & Television. For
more than 30 years, he has championed
Chicanx/Latinx theater—founding the
Latino Theatre Lab at The LATC in 1985
and establishing the Latino Theater
Initiative at the Mark Taper Forum in
1991—while directing acclaimed works
like Premeditation, Solitude, Dementia, A
Mexican Trilogy, and Whittier Boulevard.
Nationally, his credits include Macbeth at
the Oregon Shakespeare Festival and
Karen Zacarias's Destiny of Desire at
Arena Stage, South Coast Rep, Goodman
Theatre, OSF, Cincinnati Playhouse, The
Guthrie, and Milwaukee Rep.
Internationally, he has directed Peer Gynt
at Norway’s Norland Theatre and Manuel
Puig’s Kiss of the Spider Woman at the
National Theatre of Norway. He produced
landmark national and international
festivals—Encuentro (2014), Encuentro
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de las Americas (2017), and Encuentro: A
National Theatre Festival (2024), and
co-directs the National Latinx Theater
Initiative, which provides multi-year grants
to Latinx theaters. His contributions have
earned him the 2024 Gordon Davidson
Award from the Stage Directors &
Choreographers Foundation, and the
2025 Stage Raw Lifetime Achievement
Award. He also served on the 2025
Pulitzer Prize Jury for Drama.

PRAIRIE T. TRIVUTH (Scenic Design)
Prairie T. Trivuth is a Production Designer
and member of the Art Directors Guild
Local 800 as a Set Designer. Her Los
Angeles area work includes Library Of
Maps at the RMS Queen Mary; the
premiere of Pulitzer Prize winning
composer Kate Soper's Romance Of The
Rose at the Warner Grand Theater; the
premiere of Isola at Compound Long
Beach with director George R. Miller; and
the All-Oliveros season at Long Beach
Opera with director James Darrah. Other
theatrical highlights include Fist at HAU
Hebbel Am Ufer Berlin performed by
Johanna Hedva, Other Seasons by Nikita
Gale at Performa NYC Biennial, and
associate design work on the Broadway
opening of Camille A. Brown's revival of
For Colored Girls with designer Myung Hee
Cho. She holds an MFA in Scenic and
Production Design from UCLA and a
Bachelor Of Architecture from
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand.
@prairiettrivuth www.prairiett.com

NAILA ALADDIN SANDERS (Costume
Design) is pleased to be invited to
contribute to this production. Past Latino
Theater Company productions were The
Road Weeps, the Well Runs Dry;
Premeditation; La Olla; and Whittier Blvd.

JOSH EPSTEIN (Lighting Design) is
excited to be designing his first Latino
Theater Co. project. Notable local
productions include Noises Off, The
Inheritance, A Wicked Soul on Cherry Hill,

The Legend of Georgia McBride (Geffen
Playhouse), Cyrano de Bergerac, Little
Shop of Horrors, The Fantasticks
(Pasadena Playhouse), Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?, God of Carnage, The
Staircase, Galilee 34 (South Coast Rep),
Foursome, Cult of Love (IAMA),
November, Race (Center Theater Group).
Additionally, his work has been seen in
theatres across the country, including the
Guthrie Theater, Steppenwolf Theatre,
Arena Stage, Goodman Theatre, Trinity
Repertory Company, Cincinnati
Playhouse, Baltimore Center Stage, and
Alliance Theatre. In addition, Epstein is an
ensemble member at the IAMA Theatre
Company and is on the faculty at
Chapman University. He is an LA Ovation
and Knight of Illumination Award winner
and a Helen Hayes Award nominee. He
was a recipient of the NEA/TCG Career
Development Program for Designers and
served as a Eugene O’Neill Playwrights
Conference Artistic Council member for
many years. Epstein received his MFA
from New York University’s Tisch School
of the Arts. He lives in Los Angeles with his
wife and three daughters.
joshepsteindesign.com

JOHN ZALEWSKI (Sound Design) is
proud to have worked with the Latino
Theater Company on over 11 productions
and their various iterations since 2007,
including A Mexican Trilogy, Solitude,
Destiny of Desire, Sleep With the Angels,
Tacos La Brooklyn and The Little King of
Norwalk. He helped develop The Day Shall
Declare It, an immersive performance
installation with Wilderness (Ovation
Award for Sound, 2015) in London and
Los Angeles. Regional work includes
Humana Festival, Oregon Shakespeare
Festival (Macbeth), Goodman Theater,
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Alliance
Theater, Portland Center Stage, Guthrie.
In 2025 he took The Useless Room’s
production of The Undouble to the Venice
Biennale de Teatro and LaMama, NYC. He
has taught and frequently designs at
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Occidental College. Awards include eight
LA Stage Alliance Ovation Awards, seven
LA Weekly Awards, nine Backstage
Garland Awards, five LA Drama Critic's
Circle Awards, a Technical Design Career
Achievement Award in 2025, and two
Stage Raw Awards. Currently he is working
on a fantastical audio play by Jose Cruz
Gonzalez and In Other People’s Shoes
called The Wondrous Adventures of Pia
Sandia.

YEE EUN NAM (Projection Design) Yee
Eun Nam is thrilled to return to her artistic
home, Latino Theater Company, where
she has designed numerous productions
since 2015. Recent credits include X: The
Life and Times of Malcolm X (Metropolitan
Opera), Yellowface (Roundabout Theatre
Company), and Did You Eat? %+ =14 ?
(The Public Theater). Her opera and
music work includes the Metropolitan
Opera, Detroit Opera, Opera Omaha, LA
Opera, Boston Lyric Opera, Opera Theatre
of Saint Louis, the Kennedy Center, San
Francisco Symphony, REDCAT, Los
Angeles Chamber Orchestra, New World
Center, and The Soraya. Theatre credits
include Audible Theater, Ma-Yi Theater
Company, Goodman Theatre, Mark Taper
Forum (Center Theatre Group), A.C.T.,
South Coast Repertory, Pasadena
Playhouse, Geffen Playhouse, Kansas City
Rep, Deaf West Theatre, Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing Arts, Getty Villa,
and more. Yee Eun is a two-time Lucille
Lortel Award nominee and a recipient of
the LADCC Theatrical Excellence Award
for CGl/Video. She is a member of United
Scenic Artists, Local 829. She teaches
scenic and projection design at UCI.
www.yeeeunnam.com @yeenams

URBANIE LUCERO (Movement
Coordinator/Choreographer) Urbanie's
many works with the Latino Theater
Company include: Mascogos, American
Mariachi, Tacos La Brooklyn, Whittier
Boulevard, Sleep With The Angels, The
Mother Of Henry, La Olla, Premeditation,

Solitude, Dementia, La Victima, Faith,
Hope, Charity, and La Virgen de
Guadalupe, Dios Inantzin, in which she
also portrays La Muerte. She was a
member of the dance troupe Mexicapan
and has been featured on stage, television
and film. She performed on Broadway and
off-Broadway in Linda Ronstadt's
Canciones De Mi Padre as a featured
dancer. She's performed at The Grammys
and Great Performances for PBS. Urbanie
has done numerous commercials and
danced under the direction of Kenny
Ortega. Urbanie choreographed the
restaged production of Eastside
Heartbeats at Casa 0101 in Boyle Heights.

ALEXA WOLFE (Stage Manager) is
thrilled to be stage managing The
Storyteller of East LA! Alexa is an AEA
stage manager whose recent credits with
the Latino Theater Company include
Mascogos, Just Like Us (2025), Encuentro
2024: We Are Here, Presente!, American
Mariachi, Tacos La Brooklyn, Whittier
Boulevard (2023), and La Virgen de
Guadalupe, Dios Inantzin (2023-2025).
Alexa acted as tour manager on
Shakespeare by the Sea’s 2025 touring
productions and has stage and production
managed for companies throughout
Southern California including Little Fish
Theatre, The Electric Company Theatre,
California Repertory Company, Woodcraft
Rangers, Stagehouse Theatre, Theatre
Threshold, Lime Arts Productions, and
Lower Depth Theatre. @alexawolfestage

MAY FEI (CONGXIAO FEI)
(Production Manager) is the production
manager at the Latino Theater Company.
Her work with the company includes
Encuentro 2024, a National Theatre
Festival; La Virgen de Guadalupe, Dios
Inantzin; Whittier Boulevard; Tacos La
Brooklyn; Ghost Waltz; and the entire
2025 Season . In addition to her role as
production manager, she is also a director
and actor. Her selected directing credits
include the musical Utopia Parkway (The
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Little Theater, UCLA), BFE (online
stream), and Entomb (Shanghai, China).
Her selected acting credits include / Come
to Say Goodbye (25th International
Theater Festival, Mexico), Oedipus Rex
(Moscow, Russia), Macbeth (National
Centre for the Performing Arts, China),
and The Postman (Tianjin, China). May
holds MFAs from both the University of
California, Los Angeles, and the Shanghai
Theatre Academy.

MARTHA ESPINOZA (Assistant Stage
Manager) Originally from Mexico with a
background in Architecture, Martha
worked as an ASM for Sleep with the
Angels, Whittier Boulevard, American
Mariachi, La Virgen and Just like Us.
Martha was part of the team of Native
American Voices and worked as a
Production & Costume Designer for the
indie films Love Doll, Chalino, Static and
The Cradle. Martha is thrilled to be part of
The Storyteller of East LA, bringing to life
this wonderful production, and is hoping
that you enjoy the show!

LOLARIO CASTING (Casting Director)
is committed to diverse representation on
stage and screen, with a focus on uplifting
voices from communities that have
historically gone unheard. The Storyteller
of East LA marks the company’s fifth
production with the Latino Theater
Company. Recent casting credits with the
company include Just Like Us by Karen
Zacarias, Mascogos by Miranda Gonzalez,
and Level Up! by Gabriel Rivas Gémez.

MANEE LEIJA (Wardrobe Supervisor)
has been involved in many roles within the
Costume world since 2010: designing
backstories, tailoring characters, and
maintaining wardrobe looks, to name a
few. They learned to appreciate garments
and stylish statements translating
traditional ideas into fresh new
perspectives for the stage by attending
fashion programs at Pasadena City
College and Technical Theater programs

at East Los Angeles College. Their favorite
part of the creative process would have to
be the many opportunities to collaborate
with amazing and talented individuals.

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Claire Fraser Walsh for creating the wings
featured in this production.

ACTORS'
UIT

ASSOCIATION 1913

STAGE

DIRECTORS AND
CHOREOGRAPHERS
SOCIETY

This theater operates under an
agreement with Actors’ Equity
Association, the Union of
Professional Actors and Stage
Managers in the United States. The
director is a member of the Stage
Directors and Choreographers
Society (SDC). Lighting, sound, and
scenic designers are represented
by United Scenic Artists, Local USA
829, IATSE.



*Donors between January 1, 2025 — February 28, 2026

WHEN WE COME TOGETHER,
GREAT THINGS HAPPEN!

Our donors play an active role in bringing theater to Los Angeles that reflects the U.S.
Latino experience and the demographics of the city. We gratefully acknowledge their

generous support.
Circle of Friends

Familia| $10,000+

Albert Alfaro & Lucy Rodriguez
Alvaro Ramirez Aguayo

David & Linda Valdés

Dolores Y. Leal

Entravision

Evelina Fernandez & Jose Luis Valenzuela

Hispanic Scholarship Fund
JP Morgan Chase
MAOF Properties
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Adele Walsh

Alfred Herrera

Anne Marie & Dan Guerrero

Ben Watkins

Dario & Daniel Jones

Deane Leavenworth
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Irma Archuleta

J.Ed Araiza
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Joe Ramirez

John Sergio Fisher & Fay Liu

Jorge & Ginger Huerta

Luis Dorado

Marcelo Gaete-Tapia

Martha Hernandez & Aurelio Jauregui
Olga Garay-English

Raul Staggs

Rosa Viramontes

Sandra Ortiz

Sonia Mercado

Susan Clark

Urbanie Lucero & Sal Lopez

US Bank

Individual
Donors

Amigos | $1 - $999
Abe Achkinazi
Adell Williams
Agustin Jimenez
Albert Hasson
Albert Hernandez
Alberto Suarez
Alejandra Flores
Alejandro Hernandez
Alexis Coleman
Alexis Payne
Alfredo Garista
Alfredo Hernandez
Alicia Bobadilla
Alison Santos
Alma Gonzalez
Alma Magana
Alvaro Medina
Amita Chan

Amy Poisson
Anacani Torres
Andrea Hall
Andrew Gutierrez
Angela Lagunas
Angela Weimer
Angelita Medina
Angie Cardenas
Anna Benavides
Annet Rangel
Anthony Ewell
Antonieta Kashimbiri
Antonio Chapa
Antonio Ruiz
Antonio Vazquez
Araceli Murphy
Arcelia Orozco-Medina
Ariel Baugh
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Art Limon

Arturo Urista

Arvin Lopez
Barbara Jones
Beatriz Millan
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Beth Lasky
Beverly Treumann
Bjorn Johnson
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Bobbette Glover
Bobbie Riley
Brenda Johnson-Grau
Brenda Tyson
Brigitte Barajas
Carla Corona
Carlos Marquez
Carlos Rodriguez
Carlynn Whitt
Carmen Smith
Carol Kearns
Carol Petersen
Carolina Almanzar
Cash Sutton
Castulo Guerra
Cecilia Montellano
Celeste Baker
Chantal Rodriguez
Charlotte Forte’
Chase Mills
Cheryl Bonilla
Christine Avila
Christopher Smith
Clara Avila
Claudia Clemens
Claudia Forestieri
Claudia Rodriguez
Claudine Cheatem
Colleen Goree-Grant
Connie Casillas
Consuelo Sauceda
Craig Hilary

Cree Armstead
Crissy Guerrero
Cristian Rodriguez
Cristina Fuentes
Crystal Nieto
Cydney Davis
Daisy Santos

Dalia Lister

Daniel Favero
Darryl King

David Duarte
David Hernandez
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David Jenkins
David Payan
Deborah Manson
Deisy Hernandez
Deliah Ortega
Denise Velasco
Devin Stewart
Diana Burbano
Diane Burbie
Diane Glancy
Dieter Rutzen
DINA ARREOLA
Dinah Gross
Donald Baker
Doris Simpson
Dorothee Catipon
Dr. Noma LeMoine
Dulce Moran
Duoshellg Esparza
Duy Nguyen
Dyana Ortelli

Edith Barajas
Eduardo Acuna
Eduardo Hernandez
Eduardo Mariscal
Edward Rubio
Edwina R Nunez
Elena Carrillo
Eliseo & Nieves Torres
Elizabeth Cuevas
Elizabeth Ledesma
Elizabeth Prestel
Elsa Espinoza
Elsbeth Collins
Elvia Alvarado
Elvia Cruz

Emily Samperio
Emma Castro

Eric Fuller

Eric Hsu

Ericka Verba

Erik Johnson

Erika Diaz

Ernest Bustillos
Ernestina Hernandez
Ernie Contreras
Esme Gomez

Esmeralda Xochit Flores

Eugene Allen
Eurie Nam

Eva Facundo
Evelyn Pelen

Fay Hauser
Felicia Sanders
Fernando Luis
Frances Snavely
Francisco Arvizu
Francisco Infante

Frank Lopes

Fred Braggs
Gabriela Soria
Gail Green
Gautam Misra
Gay Yuen

Georgia Woo

Geri Auriemma
German Ramirez
Gerry Fagoaga
Gina Corona

Gina Garcia
Giovanny Benavente
Glenna Dumey
Gloria Baca
Gloria Hernandez
Hakim Hill

Harold Pintes
Harvey Kaner
Heather Ramos
Hector Castillo
Helen Floersh
Henning Reimer
Henry Keogh
Hugo Alarcon
Hugo Moreno
Humberto Benitez
llse Pazos

Igbal Theba

Irene Lopez

Irma Gorrocino
Isaac Salazar
Isabel Aranda
Israel Lopez Reyes
Ivan Davila

Jack Cornejo
Jackie Lacey
Jacob Edelman
Jacqueline Flores
Jacqueline Goins
Jacqueline Vargas
Jaime Rodriguez
Jaime Rosas
James Foley
James Gilles

Jan Goodman
Jana Diaz Juhl
Janae Green
Janiece Bouldin-Blunt
Jasmine Mora
Jaydon Santiago
Jazmin Oy

Jeff Burke

Jeffrey Hollingsworth
Jennifer Gomez
Jennifer Hadjez
Jericca Gutierrez
Jesse Enriquez

Jessica Arizmendi
Jessica Hanna
Jocelyn Strickland
Joel Swetow

John LeGrand
John Park

John Rodriguez
John Turner

John Valadez
Jonathan Mcallister
Jonathan Montesinos
Jonathan Romero
Joni Zimmerman
Jorge Diaz

Jorge H. Rodriguez
Jose Lopez
Joseph Catipon
Joseph Darby
Joseph Toler
Josephine Brinda
Joshua Fialkov
Joy Toomer

Juan Garza

Juan Macias

Juan Villegas
Juanita Barajas
Juanita Palacios-Sims
Juanita Standke
Julie Lopez Santiago
Justice Tirapelli jamail
Karen Navarro
Karen Zacarias
Karena Wells
Katherine Moore
Kathryn Ervin
Kathy Hsieh

Keith Russell

Ken Takemoto
Kenneth Vinson
Kimberly Razo
Kimiko Broder
Kinan Valdez
Lamont Lamar
Larry Ortiz

Lauren Hauck
Laurie Goodman
Laurie Whitcomb
Laverne McBride
Lawrence Herrera
Leilani Chan
Lejone Morris

Leni Boorstin
Leonardo Becerra
Lesley Asistio
Leslie Graham
Leslie Torres
Leslye Martinez
Leticia Acosta

Leticia Buckley
Liliana Funes
Lillian Figueroa
Lilly Lepe

Lina Kramer

Linda Gatson-Ward
Linda Matute
Lorraine Griego
Louis Sanchez
Lovell Brown
Luann Rocha

Luis Robles
Lurdes Loza

Luz Gonzalez
Lynne Southerland
Maciek Kolodziejczak
Maggie Roiphe
Malena Douthit
Manjusha Kulkarni
Marek Glinski
Margaret Macias
Margarita Cuaron
Maria Calanche
Maria Elena Gil
Maria Gavaldon
Maria Nieto

Maria Salazar
Maribel Garcia
Maricela Gutierrez
Marie-Reine Velez
Marielena Covarrubias
Marilyn Arrieta
Mario Rocha
Mario Valadez
Mark Carbajal
Mark Seldis
Marlene Ramos
Marlow Wyatt
Martha Guerrero
Martinez Frank
Marvin Luna

Mary Irene Ujda
Mary Klinger
Maryann Chan
Mateo Mott
Matthew Beymer
Matthew Kirkwood
Matthew M Clair
Maureen Weiss
Maury Zapata
Megan Tabaque
Meghana Frenchman
Melegin Flores Flores
Melinda Macklem
Melisa Santizo
Melissa Chalsma
Melissa Legaspi
Melody Martinez
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Michael Houston
Michael Ikeda
Michael Ligon
Michael Rey
Michael Santiago
Michael Velazquez
Michele DeRosa
Michelle Colorado
Miguel Lopez
Miguel Rodriguez
Miguel Roura

Mike Eberts

Mike Genovese
Mita Guha

Miyah Hilliard
Monet Dijette-Pierce
Monica Gil

Monica Kelson
Monica Lugo
Monica Medina
Moose Simjee
Nadia Orozco
Nancy Gallardo
Nancy Romero
Narda Rosales
Natalie Rodriguez
Natzuko Ohama
Naveen Sanka
Nerris Nassiri
Nicholas Hagerman-Holm
Nicholas Kislinger
Nicki Backlar
Noemi Beltran
Norma Fernandez
0 Vanessa Perez
Odunayo Majekodunmi
Ogunyemi Ogunmola
Olga Sanchez
Oliver Mayer

Olivia Robledo
Omar Lugones
Omar Ureta

Oscar Macias
Osvaldo Flores

Pat & Wayne Nakasone
Pat Diaz

Patricia Reynolds
Patricia Zamorano
Patrick Moore
Penelope Lowder
Perla Lara

Phil Fixico Pompey
Ponds Rochelle
Pooja Shah

Quiana Caldwell
Quinn Pollard-Velez
Rachael Cervera
Rachel Lewis

Radmila Djordjevic
Rafael Cardenas
Ramona Bradbury
Ramona Escareno
Raquel Chavira
Rasheed Ali
Raymond Barrera
Rebecca Asher
Rebecca Terrazas
Rebecca Train

Rei Kurata

Rene & Angela Rodriguez
Renee Alvo
Reynalda Perez
Reynaldo Macias
Richard Crawford
Richard Falcon
Richard Mora
Richard Paez
Rick Coca

Rita Moreno

Rita Torres
Robert Leventer
Roberta Jimenez
Roberto Anaya
Roberto Flores
Roberto Velasquez
Rohini Ganegoda
Rollence Patugan
Romelia Morales
Rosa Maria Hernandez
Rosalba Rolon
Rose Aleman
Rose Blyth

Rose Chan Loui
Rose Garcia
Rose Sharp
Roshni Upendra Shukla
Roxana Sanchez
Ruben Languren
Ruth Doxsee
Sachin Bhatt
Sally Frumkin
Sam Gillespie
Sam Golzari
Samantha Lopez
Sandra Gaytan
Scott Russell
Scott Takeda
Sean Findley
Selinda Neal
Shannon Wong
Shaquay Peacock
Shawn Atlow

Shifra Teitelbaum
Shuwen Cao

Sofie Howard
Soraya Membreno
Sruchi Patel
Stephanie Pina
Stephanie Rodriguez
Steve Martinez
Steven Llanusa
Summer Deleon
Susan Luna

Susan Twyford
Susana Barron
Suzette Mahr
Sylvia Sotelo
Tai-Ling Wong
Tanya Cappas
Teresa Danton
Thomas Fitzgerald
Ti Wilhelm

Tiana Randall-Quant
Tim Miller

Tina D'Marco
Tina Ponce

Tomas Summers Sandoval
Travis Bissell
Tunde Abu
Universall Jean-Charles
Vanessa Sandoval
Vanessa Soto
Velma Perdomo
Venetia Kidd

Vera Campbell
Verdi Vasquez
Veronica Bloomfield
Veronica Obregon
Veronica Verdusco
Vicky Cabildo
Victor Benitez
Victoria Castro
Victoria Cordero
Victoria Soto
Victoria Tamez
Vijay Patil

Vikki Duarte
Vincent Ronquillo
Willa Mamet
Xochi Blymyer
Yaqueline Ambriz
Yolanda Galvan
Yvonne Gonzalez
Yvonne Macias



SOLIDARITY FUND

Latino Theater Company is committed to connecting teatristas with
comunidad. Your support makes sure that there’s a space where our
communities are heard and seen. It is what keeps our stages alive, our youth
programs free, and our home at the Los Angeles Theatre Center a vibrant hub
of cultural experiences. When our community is going through challenging
times, we continue to ask urgent questions, offer hope, togetherness, and
solidarity, expanding the narrative of what American theater can be.

Please consider making a contribution to Latino Theater Company and help us
move our artistic mission forward. By making a one-time or sustaining
donation, you'll enjoy benefits that enhance your theater-going experience
throughout the year..

For more information, email CircleOfFriends@TheLATC.org or visit
latinotheaterco.org/circle-of-friends

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

e Name recognition on our website and programs at the Amigos level.
e Invitation to select performances of Latino Theater Company
productions.

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS

¢ All Amigos level benefits plus:

¢ Name recognition on our website and programs at the Compadres level.
e Invitation for two (2) to Opening Night of all Latino Theater Company
season productions.

Invitation to exclusive special events with artists and members of the
Latino Theater Company.

¢ All Compadres level benefits plus:

¢ Name recognition on our website and programs at the Familia level.

e Invitation for two (2) VIP seats at our annual pageant play La Virgen de
Guadalupe, Dios Inatzin at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Angels.

ADDITIONAL LEVEL FOR SPECIFIC PRODUCTION SUPPORT

¢ All Familia level benefits plus:

¢ Ten (10) tickets to the Opening Night VIP reception.

¢ Ten (10) additional tickets to regular performances.

¢ Name recognition on the program title page.

¢ Behind-the-scenes experience with artists from the production.

¢ |nvitation to attend a Student Matinee performance (if available).

latinotheaterco.org/circle-of-friends
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LATINO
THEATER CO.

Board Members

José Luis Valenzuela, President Chair Emeritus In Memoriam
Marcelo Gaete-Tapia, Chairman Moctesuma Esparza Lupe Ontiveros
Sandra Hahn, Vice-Chair Walter F. Ulloa

Donald P. Baker, Secretary
Geoffrey Rivas, Treasurer

Board of Directors Board of Governors

Dolores Leal Evelina Fernandez

Diane G. Medina Dennis Leoni

Dante Moreno Sal Lopez

Sandra Ortiz Lucy Rodriguez

Liliana Perez David Valdés

Fidel Vargas Susan Clark

STAFF

ATEISTIC DIFECTON. .. e e José Luis Valenzuela
Associate ArtiStic DIr€CTON.....uuiiiieeie et Evelina Fernandez
ASSOCIAtE ArtiSTIC DIFECTON. .. uuiieiiiiiiee e e e e e e e e e e e e eenanas Sal Lopez
Associate Artistic Director... ...Geoffrey Rivas
Associate Artistic DIFECTON........iiiiiiiiiice e Lucy Rodriguez
Accounting/Administration...........cccoeiiiie e Diana Silva Menijivar, Elia Saldana
Technical & Facilities.....Wayne Nakasone, Ivan Robles, Eduardo Fernandez-Baumann, Alfredo Garcia
Production Management...........oiiuiiiiiei et May Fei
|92V 7=1 Fo] o 1 4 1=Y o | RSN Nathan Edelman, Stefanie Lau
Marketing & Publicity.... ...Xavi Moreno, Lucy Pollak, Daisy Santos
EdUCAtioN PrOgrams........coiiiiiiiie ittt s Israel Lopez
Administrative SUPPOrt/Front of HOUSE......coviiiiiiiiiieee s Maricela Sahagun
Executive Support/Theater Rentals...........ooouiiiiiiiiiiiieee e Michelle Garcia-Tapia
AdMinNistrative ASSISTANT.......uuueiiieiieie e a e Nicolas Ruano
Custodial.......ccccevvvvrvnnnneee ....Martha Hernandez, Federico Saquic, Margarita Ramirez
Theater Leadership FEllOWS........cceevevieiiiiiiveninnnnns Esperanza América, Alberto Barboza, Aaron Garcia
Theater Leadership Fellows.........ccceecvveenennee Sam Golzari, Matias Ponce, Robert J. Revell, Alexa Wolfe
Tech Staff
Adam Manning Cobalt McAvinue Robert Revell
Alejandra Vera Hermosillo David Yang Roger Nakasone
Alex Esparza Ilvanna Lizano Samera Abdelrhman

Angelene Storey Jenna Agredano Saul Diaz

Angelica Mondragon Jose Gomez Sophia Addeo

Art Wong Kai Li Veronica Avalos

Benjamin Hernandez Luis Cortes Zoya Naqvi

Bonifacia-Erlinda Montano Megan Gonzales

Cesar Vargas Noemi Barrera

Christopher Ayala Ramiro Hermosillo



“The Latino Theater
Company is among
America’s great
ensembles.”

- American Theatre Magazine

The Latino Theater Company celebrates over 40
years of commitment to creating exciting,
thought-provoking theater for the LA community.
Founded at the LATC in 1985 with Artistic Director
José Luis Valenzuela, the company has significantly
contributed to the advancement of U.S. Latino
Theater. In 2006 the City of Los Angeles awarded
LTC with a 20-year lease to operate the Los Angeles
Theatre Center, which was extended in 2021 for
another 25 years to 2056. As operators of The Los
Angeles Theatre Center, the Latino Theater
Company’s mission is to provide a world-class arts
center for those pursuing artistic excellence; a
laboratory where both tradition and innovation are
honored and honed; and a place where the
convergence of people, cultures, and ideas
contribute to the future. We are dedicated to
contributing new stories to the American theater
repertoire and increasing opportunities in theater
for underserved communities. As the nation's
largest theater company serving Latinx audiences,
we produce work by local playwrights and highlight
new voices within the Latinx, First Nation, Black,
Asian American, Jewish American and LGBTQ+
communities. Located in Downtown Los Angeles,
our world-class arts complex has 80,000 square
feet of performance, office and gallery space.

As an organization dedicated to providing space for
artists from many cultural backgrounds, we want to
acknowledge that the building where The LATC is
located, in which we gather to share stories, is on
the unceded lands of the Gabrielino-Tongva and
Kizh people. We pay our respect to the
Gabrielino-Tongva, Kizh, and other Indigenous
caretakers of these lands and waters; and to their
elders who have lived here, who live here now, and
who will live here in the future. We extend that
respect to all Indigenous people who join us for
programming at The Los Angeles Theatre Center.

CONTACT

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
BOX OFFICE

WARNING:

ENHANCING YOUR EXPERIENCE:

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS
City of Los Angeles

LET’S GET SOCIAL!
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(K#/]F HERE.

(£ FEF/TF HERE.
L/ HERE.

The Los Angeles Theatre Center is a historic eight-story facility located in the Historic Core of
Downtown Los Angeles. The complex includes five theatre venues, a cinema, two dance studios,
a large rehearsal space, dressing room facilities, and a beautiful historic atrium grand lobby. The
LATC is a full production facility equipped to support live stage productions, screenings; film
shoots, festivals, presentations, small and large conferences, seminars, and private events.

Since opening in 1985, The LATC has appeared in over a hundred motion pictures, television
shows, commercials, and music videos.

Email: rentals@thelatc.org Phone: 213-489-0994 thelatc.org/ r entals






