


A Note from the 

Artistic Director/Producer, caryn desai

Welcome to the American premiere of The Violin 

Maker, the second production in our 40th Anniversary 

Season!  

Including The Violin Maker, we have 4 shows left for 

this season.  As we re昀氀ect on our 40 years, we want 
to pay tribute to those who have made it possible for 

this journey to date.  In each of the programs for the 

remaining 4 shows, we will recognize the 4 decades, starting with our 昀椀rst 
decade from 1985 through 1995 in this program.   

It is important to acknowledge and to express our deep appreciation to 

those who have kept professional theatre alive and continue to make our 

productions and education programs possible.  We know some of these 

special people we are including are no longer with us, but they are not 

forgotten.  We are sincerely grateful!

International City Theatre started on the campus of Long Beach City 

College when Shashin Desai was Chair of the Department of Theatre, 

Film and Dance.  Dr. Beverly O’Neill, President at the time along with 

the college, understood and valued having a small professional theatre on 

campus where students could train and network with professionals in the 

昀椀eld.  Please see our Tribute Page recognizing the people/organizations that 
kicked o昀昀 the start in making professional, legitimate theatre available to 
our community.  

Here is the schedule for the other shows this season and the decade each 

will represent. 

1996-2005, the 2nd decade featured in the program for 

 The Angel Next Door 

2006-2015, the 3rd decade featured in the program for Masala Dabba

2016-2025, the 4th decade featured in the program for Ms. Holmes & 

 Ms. Watson – Apt. 2B

Your presence with us today helps keep our mission alive.  Thank you for 

your support!  



 
International City Theatre presents the American Premiere of 

THE VIOLIN MAKER
by Lisa Pearl Rosenbaum and Ronda Spinak

PRODUCTION  
Artistic Director/Producer:  caryn desai
Director:  caryn desai 
Music Curator:  Dr. Noreen Green
Resident Scenic Designer:  Destiny Manewal
Lighting Designer:  Donna and Tom Ruzika
Resident Costume Designer:  Kimberly DeShazo
Sound Designer:  Dave Mickey 
Resident Property Designer:  Patty Briles
Resident Technical Director:  Harold Kast 
Resident Hair and Wig Designer:  Anthony Gagliardi

CAST  
Amnon Weinstein:  Bruce Nozick *
Golda Weinstein:  Sheer Aviram
Moshe Weinstein:  Matthew Bohrer *
Assi Weinstein:  Aviva Pressman *

Gunther Haas:  Morgan Lauff
Actress:  Lielle Kaidar
Actor:  Matthew Henerson *

Place: Israel and USA. And in memory – Lithuania and Germany  Time: 20th Century and Now
Running time: 2 hours including a 15 minute intermission

With deepest gratitude to Amnon Weinstein and his extraordinary family for sharing their story. 
With additional thanks to Susanne Reyto, Chair, Violins of Hope Los Angeles County.

The Braid, Los Angeles, commissioned, developed, and produced the original play, Stories from the Violins of Hope, 
written by Lisa Pearl Rosenbaum, directed by Susan Morganstern, produced by Ronda Spinak, and 

music curation by Dr. Noreen Green.

Production Stage Manager:  John H. Freeland, Jr.*
Assistant Stage Manager:  Sarai Sarmiento
Resident Casting Director:  Michael Donovan, CSA
Resident Casting Director:  Richie Ferris, CSA
Wardrobe Crew:  Melissa Mejia-Rodriguez
Sound Crew: Ethan Shanklin    
Master Electrician: Daniel Moorefield   
Photographer:  Jordan Gohara 

House Manager:  Linda Miller 

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors 

and Stage Managers in the United States
MUSICIANS  

Piano:  Dr. Noreen Green
Violin:  Jonathan Rubin
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Thais Meditation - Jules Massenet
Vi Ahin Zol Ich Geyn - Oskar Strock
Ai Di Di Di Dai - Hassidic Folk Tune
Chasan Kallah Mazel Tov - Traditional Jewish Wedding Song
Yedid Nefesh - Traditional Jewish Folk Tune
A Midsummer Night’s Dream Scherzo - Felix Mendelssohn
Shir Ha Emek - Marc Lavry
William Tell Overture (Lone Ranger theme) - Rossini
Vocalise for Violin and Cello - Rachmaninoff
Zum Gali Gali - Israeli Folksong
Chanson Triste - Tchaikovsky
Es Brent (It’s Burning) - Mordechai Gebirtig

Hora Mamtera - Moshe Wilensky
Ani Ma’Amim - Holocaust Melody Arranged by Zinovy Goro
Eine Kleine Nachtmusik - Mozart
Kol Nidre - Traditional Hebrew Prayer
Badenweiler Marsch - Georg Fürst
Blue Danube Waltz - Strauss
Minuet in G Major, Op. 14 - Ignacy Jan Paderewski
Zog Nit Keynmol - Yiddish Partisan Song
Gul Pembe - Bariş Manço
On Wings of Song - Felix Mendelssohn
HaTikvah - Israel’s National Anthem

Music Selections
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Lisa Pearl Rosenbaum (Playwright) is a writer and dramaturg at The Braid, the Los Angeles 
based theater and arts company, where she also develops and moderates programs that give voice 
to diverse and compelling Jewish voices. Her award-winning novel, A Day of Small Beginnings 
(Little, Brown & Co, 2006), a multi-generational story set in Poland, was inspired by her family 
history, and that of her in-laws, Polish Holocaust survivors. Stories from the Violins of Hope, her play 
about the remarkable Israeli violin maker who restored instruments that survived the Holocaust, drew 
from her lengthy interviews with Amnon Weinstein himself. A video of The Braid’s production was 
created during the pandemic in 2021, with actors performing from scripts, without sets or costumes, 
accompanied by musicians from the Los Angeles Jewish Symphony. It was shown globally, and at 
the United Nations. A full stage production of the play, written with Ronda Spinak, was performed in 
2023 at the Bondi Beach Pavillion Theatre in Sydney, Australia. Lisa is delighted The Violin Maker, 
based on Stories from the Violins of Hope, is having its American premiere. She is a proud member of 
The Dramatists Guild.

Ronda Spinak (Playwright) is the Artistic Director and Founder of The Braid, a global nonprofit 
theatre company, dedicated to amplifying contemporary Jewish stories. She creates and produces 
the Salon Theatre Series, curating more than 80 original Jewish-themed programs and adapting 
many of the pieces performed. Salons have toured in 50 states and nearly 50 countries. She also has 
been instrumental in creating The Braid’s “StoryNosh” storytelling series, by and for emerging artists. 
Spinak has developed 6 one-person shows, including Not That Jewish, that played 16 months in 
Los Angeles, then went to Off Broadway for nearly a year. Her plays include Stories from the Fringe, 
about women rabbis – with its accompanying historic art exhibit, Holy Sparks – and festival-winner 
Oscar Wilde’s Wife, a favorite at the Ashland New Play Festival. She also co-wrote The Violin Maker 
with Lisa Pearl Rosenbaum, which debuted in Australia in 2023. She has written for the Emmy Award-
winning children’s show Rugrats. She is a graduate of Stanford University, and holds degrees from 
UCLA (MBA) and USC (Masters in Writing). Spinak is on the board of the Alliance for Jewish Theatres 
and is a member of the Dramatists Guild.

caryn desai (Artistic Director/Producer) is an award-winning director with awards and 
nominations from LA Drama Critics Circle, LA Weekly, Drama-Logue, Robby, Ovation and NAACP 
for her productions.  Recent directing: What the Constitution Means to Me, Exit Wounds, Under the 
Skin, Valley Song, Art, Cardboard Piano, Uncanny Valley, and Doubt. Selected credits:  Red, God 
of Carnage, Backwards in High Heels, Dinah Was (most L.A. Ovation award nominations) “Master 
Harold” … and the boys, A Shayna Maidel, Shakuntala (also adapted by her), Rashomon, Our 
Town, The Importance of Being Earnest, Contradictions (her original work), Antigone, and Oedipus.  
Selected musicals:  Raisin (LADCC “Best Production”), Once on This Island, and Tapestry. caryn is a 
member of the Stage Directors and Choreographers Society. She has an MFA in directing from UC 
Irvine, a BA from CSU, Long Beach in acting and directing, an AA from LBCC, and a certificate from 
the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, London. She has certificates in Arts Administration, Marketing 
and Fundraising.  With a full Fellowship, she completed an Executive Program at Stanford University’s 
Graduate School of Business as one of 50 arts leaders in the nation selected for the initial program.  
Additionally, she completed an Executive Coaching Program through the Hudson Institute, Santa 
Barbara.  She has served on grant panels for the county and city and as a speaker/panelist for 
the SRO Theatre Conference at USC on Best Practices, the Technical Theatre Conference about the 
role of a director, and more.  She represented ICT as a National Participant for the Listening Post 
Project with Johns Hopkins University and was named “Enterprising Woman in the Arts” in Long 
Beach. caryn was honored with the “We Can Do It” Award from the Long Beach Rosie the Riveter 
Foundation and nominated as an Amazing Woman in the Arts. She taught college for more than 25 
years and received the Distinguished Alumni Award from Long Beach City College.  She served as a 
Dramaturgical Responder for the graduate playwriting students at USC and served as Vice Chair for 
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the LA Producers League for Large Theatres. In 2016 she was the keynote speaker at the Disneyland 
Hotel for INTIX.  That same year she accepted the LA Drama Critics Circle Award for Outstanding 
Season and was recognized as a 2016 Community Hero by the African American History & Culture 
Foundation.  In 2018 caryn was named Distinguished Alumna from the College of the Arts at 
California State University, Long Beach.  Prior to the pandemic, she returned to teaching Nonprofit 
Arts Management at CSU, Fullerton. She was honored to be included on the Long Beach City 
College Hall of Fame and to receive a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Long Beach NAACP.  
Recently she was honored to be named an LA 2023 Inspirational Woman by the LA Times and had 
the privilege to serve as Mace Marshall for UC Irvine’s graduates from the School of Arts, School of 
Education, and School of Physical Sciences. She was honored to receive the 2024 Eternity Award 
by the Los Angeles Women’s Theatre Festival for lifetime achievement in making a lasting contribution 
to the world of theatre and privileged to be recognized by Soroptimists International as one of the 
Women Who Have Made an Impact on the Long Beach Community. 
 
Dr. Noreen Green (Music Curator) is the Founding Artistic Director and Conductor of the Los 
Angeles Jewish Symphony (LAJS), which she created in 1994. A trailblazing, inspirational conductor, 
educator and lecturer known worldwide for her knowledge and skill in presenting music with Jewish 
themes, she has performed in the United States, Israel, South Africa, Spain, Australia, Canada and 
the Caribbean. Wherever she appears, Green brings people together through the universal language 
of music through a Jewish lens. After a 21-month pandemic delay, Green conducted the LAJS in their 
long-awaited concert as part of the International Violins of Hope Project at The Soraya at California 
State University, Northridge. She was the Music Curator for the original “Stories from the Violins 
of Hope” play produced by The Braid and served as Musical Director for a three-week run of the 
play in Sydney, Australia. In 2023, Green conducted the LAJS in Sunn Stream Productions’ film 
“Symphony of the Holocaust,” on the life and work of Holocaust survivor Shony Alex Braun 
 

Bruce Nozick (Amnon Weinstein) is thrilled to be making his ICT debut with 
this important play.  Recently he was in The Bespoke Overcoat at Pacific Resident 
Theatre.  Last season he appeared in Fetch Clay, Make Man at The Kirk Douglas 
Theatre directed by Debbie Allen.  With Rogue Machine he has appeared in Come 
Get Maggie, Finks, and Honky (nominated as Best Male Comedy Performance from 
The Stage Raw Awards).   He began his career in New York after graduating from 
NYU, appearing at multiple Regional Theatres, in the Off-Broadway hit A Shayna 

Maidel and with the first National Tour of Neil Simon’s Lost in Yonkers.  He has appeared in over 100 
TV shows and films, including multiple seasons on Weeds and The Last Ship.  Most recently he can 
be seen on Fire Country, Chicago Med and in the Hulu Hanukkah movie Menorah in the Middle.  
He is grateful to have made a living in this crazy industry with the support of his wife Terry and two 
awesome sons Lucas and Will.   Bruce has also become one of the most sought-after audition self-
tape coaches in Los Angeles (www.AuditionVideoServices.com) www.BruceNozick.com 
 

Sheer Aviram (Golda Weinstein) is an actress, writer and director making 
her ICT debut. Born and raised in Israel, Sheer comes from a family of classical 
musicians, many of whom knew the characters in the play personally. Sheer is 
doubly excited to bring this story to life - both as a storyteller and as a tribute to her 
late Saba (grandfather), Bezalel Aviram, who passed away last year. Bezalel was a 
flautist in the Israeli Philharmonic, and Sheer misses him beyond words. His memory 
is indeed a blessing. Sheer is an alum of the Stella Adler Studio of Acting in NYC, 

and her past roles include Titania in Midsummer Night’s Dream (Wishing Well Theatre) and Kacie in 
Ugly Lies the Bone (Grim Abbey Productions). Additionally, Sheer is part of the cast of SURVIVORS 
by Wendy Kout - a touring educational production that has been bringing holocaust stories to high 
high schoolers for the past two years. 
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Matthew Bohrer (Moshe Weinstein) is thrilled to make his ICT debut. His 
performance is dedicated to the memory of Moshe Ridler, a 91-year-old Holocaust 
survivor who was murdered by Hamas terrorists in Kibbutz Holit on October 7, 
2023. Theater: Marjorie Prime (World Premiere, Mark Taper Forum), The Sunshine 
Boys opposite Danny DeVito and Judd Hirsch (Ahmanson), Chinglish (San Francisco 
Playhouse), A Few Good Men (La Mirada), Step Into the Night (Playwrights Project 
at The Old Globe), Falsettos (Diversionary). Other theater credits include Sacred 

Fools, Rubicon, Casa 0101, Edinburgh Fringe, La Cañada Shakespeare, Festival of New American 
Musicals. He is a co-producer of Jewish Plays Project LA. Television: Teach Me, Bitch! (Creator/
Star), Lucifer, Modern Family, Grown-ish, General Hospital, Masters of Sex, Goliath, Successful 
People, I Didn’t Do It, House of Lies, Scandal, Grey’s Anatomy, Workshop. Film includes 
Unfriended , Cut Off, Five Minutes, Elie’s Overcoat, D’Arline. Awards include StageScene LA, San 
Diego Playbill, Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle. Education: Harvard (B.A.). Love and gratitude to EGS, 
the Songs, the Bohrers, & Aqua.  www.matthewbohrer.com 
 

Aviva Pressman (Assi Weinstein)  is an actor, singer, clown, comedian, visual 
artist, and medical educator based in Los Angeles. They have performed everywhere 
from Madison Square Garden to Disney Concert Hall to South Coast Repertory to 
the Kennedy Center to 2ndStage. They have an LA Drama Critic’s Circle Award for 
live art design and direction in  Astro Boy and the God of Comics and an LA Weekly 
Award for Best Ensemble for  Absolutely Filthy,  as well as many other awards and 
nominations. Aviva’s solo show, DEADLIFT, has been produced in Los Angeles and 

Philadelphia to rave reviews and is a unique blend of storytelling, comedy, and live art creation. In 
addition to theater, Aviva toured internationally with Amazon Prime as a singer and improviser for the 
show  Good Omens , a project which received multiple awards for innovative marketing. Their voice 
can be heard in animes and series’ including Stan Lee’s  The Reflection , the Evangelion movies and 
Netflix’s Undercover, in commercials, on television, radio, and podcasts, and even in a toy you might 
have around the house. 
 

Morgan Lauff (Gunther Haas): (SAG/AGVA/AEA EMC) makes his 
International City Theatre debut, and is honored to be part of such a powerful, 
true story. Morgan recently finished the record-breaking North American tour 
of Bluey’s Big Play (Bandit), where he was on the road for over a year! You can 
find him on Netflix and Disney Plus, in such films as Welcome to Chippendale’s and 
the award winning film, My Name is Meyisha. Notable stage credits 
include Hamlet (Hamlet), That Lovin’ Feeling (Bill Medley), A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream (Demetrius), and Anna in the Tropics (Santiago). Morgan has also led high school theatre 
workshops, volunteered at children’s hospitals, and co-founded the world-renowned Indiana Jones 
cosplay/fan group- California Jones. Lauff holds a B.F.A. in Theatre Performance from Chapman 
University and an M.A. in Arts and Cultural Management from the University of Denver. Outside the 
theatre, you can find Morgan performing in stage shows at The Disneyland Resort! Morgan is deeply 
grateful to God (Philippians 4:13) and his family for their unwavering support. IG: @morganlauffalot  
 

Lielle Kaidar (Actress) (she/her) is honored to be living out her soul’s purpose 
by telling this powerful story as a proud descendant of Holocaust survivors, whose 
resilience and sacrifices made her existence possible. Regional: TLOS (The Colony 
Theatre), Cabaret (Pittsburgh Playhouse), The Bridges of Madison County (New 
Hazlett Theater), Chess (WPPAC), Sunday in the Park with George (Pittsburgh 
Playhouse). TV: Blippi (Netflix). BFA MT Point Park University. Endless gratitude to 
Michael Donovan, Richie Ferris, Mom, Kyle, and the entire ICT team. IG @liellekaii



Matthew Henerson (Actor) is delighted to return to ICT, where he has previously 
appeared in A Christmas Carol, When Garbo Talks, and The Heir Apparent. Local 
credits include the Ahmanson, A Noise Within, Deaf West, Ensemble Theatre, East 
West Players, Laguna Playhouse, the Mark Taper Forum, Musical Theatre West, and 
South Coast Repertory. Regional: ACT, Denver Center, La Jolla Playhouse, New 
Fortune, San Diego Repertory, San Jose Repertory, West Virginia Public Theatre, and 
Shakespeare Festivals in Arizona, Colorado, Marin, San Francisco, Santa Cruz, and 

Utah. Film/Television: One Day at a Time, The Fosters, Hung, The Bernie Mac Show, Torn Apart for 
Lifetime, Ticking Clock for Sony, and A Christmas Carol, Mars Needs Moms, and Jungle Book, all for 
Disney. Recent work includes the title role in Macbeth for B Street Theater, Stan in Sweat for Northern 
Stage, Claudius and the Ghost in Hamlet at the American Shakespeare Center, and Tevye in Fiddler 
on the Roof for San Diego Musical Theatre. He is also currently recurring as NIS Special Agent Carl 
Loughlin on NCIS: ORIGINS.

Jonathan Rubin (Violinist) is a freelance violinist in Los Angeles and has been heard in many 
motion picture and commercial music recordings, including The Hebrew Hammer, for which he 
recorded the solo violin parts and also served as concertmaster. Mr. Rubin has performed with 
several local orchestras, including the San Fernando Valley Symphony, the Riverside Philharmonic, 
the Los Angeles Concert Orchestra and the New West Symphony. A dedicated teacher and chamber 
musician, Mr. Rubin has been a faculty member of the Kadima Conservatory of Music since its 
inception. With violist Beth Elliott, he co-founded the Kadima String Quartet, whose most recent 
accomplishment is winning for the second time the prestigious Coleman Chamber Music Award. A 
member of the LAJS violin section since 1995 and Teaching Artist for its education outreach program, 
Mr. Rubin is a graduate of California State University, Northridge, where he served as concertmaster 
and toured Eastern Europe with the CSUN orchestra. 
 
Destiny Manewal (Resident Scenic Designer) is a Southern California Scenic Designer, and 
educator. She is a member of the Art Directors Guild’s Production Design Initiative, and received her 
MFA from California State University-Fullerton in 2022. She has worked at notable theaters such as 
the Geffen Playhouse and IAMA Theatre Company. Destiny is currently working as a scenic designer 
and educator at multiple schools, including California State University-Dominguez Hills, Saddleback 
College, and Orange County School of the Arts. She is excited to be returning to design at ICT and 
looking forward to future shows as well! 
 
Harold Kast (Resident Technical Director) is currently the resident Technical Director and 
Associate Scenic Designer for ICT. He has been working professionally in the Los Angeles area 
theaters since 2018. He spent 4 years as Technical Director for Whittier College, and the last year 
as Technical Director and Scenic Designer at Saddleback College. Kast received his BA in Theater 
from the University of Southern California and later received his MFA in Technical Direction from the 
California State University, Fullerton. While earning his MFA he worked as the ‘Master Carpenter’ 
for South Coast Repertory, under the leadership of Jon Lagerquist. Kast also has Technical Direction 
credits for Musical Theater West and Landmark Theater in Long Beach and works at CSU Fullerton 
as an adjunct faculty Technical Director. Kast enjoys his time around theater, building worlds, and 
educating the next generation of students. 
 
Donna Ruzika (Lighting Designer) has had the pleasure of designing for ICT since 1999. Donna 
has also created lighting for the Utah Shakespeare Festival (75 productions), South Coast Repertory, 
Kansas City Repertory, Laguna Playhouse, San Diego’s Cygnet Theatre, Ebony Repertory Theatre, 
Pasadena Playhouse, The Colony Theatre, the Alabama Shakespeare Festival and FCLO, where she 
designed over 100 musicals as Resident Designer. Donna has been the associate lighting designer 
for sixteen productions for the Los Angeles Philharmonic’s summer musicals at the Hollywood Bowl, 
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also for the 2024 Boublil & Schönberg’s Do You Hear the People Sing? the 2023 Everybody Rise!  A 
Sondheim Celebration, the 2013 The Simpson’s Take the Bowl and the 2017 The Muppets Take the 
Bowl. Her award-winning lighting has also been seen in Barcelona, Spain; Bogota, Columbia; and 
Cairo, Egypt.

Kimberly DeShazo (Resident Costume Designer) is Costume Instructor for the Theatre and 
Dance at El Camino College as well as resident costume designer for International City Theatre. 
Other theatres that have showcased her skills include Pasadena Dance Theatre, L.A. Opera, Long 
Beach Opera, Shakespeare Festival/LA, the Gary Marshall Theatre, the Odyssey Theatre, Theatricum 
Botanicum, PCPA and Ebony Rep.  College collaborations include designing for the Theatre as well 
as the Dance Department at Chapman University, and at UCI, Cal State Dominguez Hills, College 
of the Canyons, LB City College, and Mt. San Antonio College. Her work has been seen at industrial 
shows for Nike, Adidas, Skechers, Cherokee and Diesel clothing. Commercials include AFLAC, 
Target, Disney, McDonald’s, and Mattel. Television credits range from The Real, The Price is Right, and 
an Ozzy Osbourne’s Variety show, to work for the Academy Awards, Nickelodeon, and the Disney 
Channel.

Dave Mickey (Sound Designer) has designed sound, video, interactive, and lighting for theatre 
productions at Off-Broadway’s Theatre Row, 59E59 NYC, Virginia Stage Company, International 
City Theatre, The Colony Theatre, The Rubicon Theatre, Laguna Playhouse, South Coast Repertory, the 
Chance Theatre, the Blank Theatre, and Syzygy theatre. Mr. Mickey receive the 2023 Stage Scene 
LA “Scenie” Award for Outstanding Sound Design (Multiple Productions). He also received the 2014 
NAACP Best Sound Design for BREATH & IMAGINATION, the Robert E. Cohen Sound Achievement 
Award, a national award in sound design sponsored by USITT, three Editor Choice Awards from 
the Maker Faire, Honorable Mentions for the Garland Awards, Outstanding Achievements by 
StageSceneLA.com and nominations for the LA Weekly Theater Awards. Mr. Mickey holds an MFA 
from the California Institute of the Arts (CalArts) and is the Associate Dean for the College of the Arts 
at CSUF.
 
Patty Briles (Resident Property Designer) Patty’s work in set design and her background in 
illustration combined perfectly with her late husband Gordon’s artistic skills in three-dimensional art 
to create props and set dressing as Resident Property Designers for ICT.   Often working with their 
son, Christopher, it has been a happy collaboration of artists garnering recognition and awards, 
most recently a Scenie award as Property Designers of the Year.   Her work has been seen in theaters 
in Los Angeles including The Hudson, (Inside) the Ford Theatre, John Anson Ford Amphitheater, The 
Odyssey, Edgemar, The Matrix and The Nate Holden Theatre, Shakespeare festivals in Oregon and 
Arizona and an honor at The Kennedy Center.  She is especially happy working with students at El 
Camino College.

John H. Freeland, Jr. (Production Stage Manager) Recent productions include: William 
Kentridge’s The Great Yes, The Great No, Life and Times of Michael K., Shanghai Sonatas: A New 
Musical in Concert, Le Dernier Sorcier (The Last Sorcerer 1867) The Wallis Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts), Edgar’s Arceneaux’s Until, until, until…, (MCA Chicago), October 7 (Hillel at UCLA). 
Past ICT productions credits include: A Splintered Soul, Under the Skin, Closely Related Keys, Daddy 
Long Legs, Home. Little Amal (Debbie Allen, Dir.), Lula Washington Dance Theatre (Carmel, CA), 
Leimert Park Jazz Festival. Lady Day At Emerson’s Bar & Grill (freeFall Theatre, Florida), JazzAntiqua 
Dance & Music Ensemble. Europe: Edinburgh Festival Fringe (Scotland), International Theatre Festival 
of the Blind and Visually Impaired (Croatia). Directing credits: Riot/Rebellion (Skirball), Shoot 
(Croatia), Krip Hop Nation- Where Are My Cripple Homies At (Watts Village Theatre Co.).



John is a board member of The Unusual Suspects Theatre Company https://theunusualsuspects.org.
USTC’s mission is to mentor, educate, and enrich youth in under-resourced communities through the
creation of collaborative, original theatre. He attended Wesleyan University in his hometown of
Middletown, CT.

Lucy Pollak (Publicist) has been providing publicity services to the Los Angeles performing arts 
community for the past 31 years – and her very first client was International City Theatre, with which 
she has proudly continued to work to this day! Prior to that, she was production manager/staff 
producer at the Odyssey Theatre, where she co-produced over 100 productions with artistic director 
Ron Sossi. She is the recipient of a Los Angeles Drama Critic’s Circle Award (Master Class), an L.A. 
Weekly Award (Mary Barnes), four Drama-Logue Awards (Mary Barnes, Idioglossia, Accidental 
Death of An Anarchist, It’s A Girl!), and a Women in Theatre Recognition Award. She has served on 
the boards of directors of the Los Angeles Theatre Alliance (L.A. Stage Alliance), Women in Theatre.

Michael Donovan Casting (Casting Directors) has cast over 135 shows here at ICT.  Michael 
Donovan recently received his 10th Artios award, presented by the Casting Society of America for 
Outstanding Achievement in casting. Richie Ferris just received his 4th Artios award.  The company’s 
credits include shows produced at the Ahmanson Theatre, the Mark Taper Forum, the Hollywood 
Bowl, the Wallis Annenberg, the Kirk Douglas Theatre, Pasadena Playhouse, Walt Disney Concert 
Hall, the Getty Villa, the Soraya, Laguna Playhouse, La Jolla Playhouse, Ebony Repertory Theatre, 
Ensemble Theatre Company (Santa Barbara), San Francisco Symphony, Arizona Theatre Company, 
Arkansas Rep and the Tennessee Performing Arts Center, as well as several national tours.  Other 
credits include numerous films, TV shows and commercials. Michael is President of the Board for the 
Foundation for New American Musicals, and serves on the Board for Camp Bravo.  Michael and 
Richie have been working together for 13 years. @michaeldonovancasting

Shashin Desai (Founding Artistic Director/Producer) led ICT throughout its first 25 seasons, 
guiding over 120 productions to its stage and winning over 200 awards for himself and the theatre 
while running the company in the black for 22 out of 25 years. After ICT’s Silver Jubilee Season, in 
March 2011, Shashin stepped down passing the baton to the new generation of leadership.  Since 
2011, the same skills he used to visualize stories on stage with trained actors, physical compositions, 
and use of color and light are the same skills he is now applying to his singular focus - Photography, 
devoting his time to an art book project, ASIA CONNECTIONS: COMPELLING FACES AND 
IMAGES IN SEARCH FOR STORIES. To that end, the past years have involved extensive travel 
to India, Thailand, China, Vietnam, Cambodia, Turkey, Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar, Japan, Sri Lanka, 
Morocco, and South Africa.  According to him, “Many more countries to travel, many more moments 
to capture.” The journey continues. 
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It is with sincere gratitude we recognize those who have made a
difference to ICT in each of our 4 decades. 

First Decade, 1985 - 1995:

Dr. Beverly O’Neill
Long Beach City College Foundation

Dr. Virginia Baxter
Shirley Black

Evan Anderson Braude
Jackie Chambers

Tom Clark
Anne Cook

Steve & Jackie Dodge
Gary Fox

Charles Greenberg
Drs. Bernie & Geraldine Landes

Ron Logan
Meredith Meals

Julie & John Mendell
Suzanne Nosworthy

Elainne Perlstein
James Silknitter
Renee Simon

Frank & Betty Sunofsky
Hy & Janice Sunshine

Marie Willis
James Worsham

Ruth Wright

And the many other subscribers, donors, and patrons who were
significant to the first decade in establishing and growing

International City Theatre.

Through the
Decades



Cory Allen 
Ronald Chatman 
Melinda Elmer

Nancy Ackerman Gaines
Hon. Lena Gonzalez 

Mark Guillen 
Hon. Don Knabe (ret.) 

Hon. Bonnie Adler Lowenthal (ret.)
Nancy Manriquez-Dowell 

John Mendell

Gary Einstein, Esq. – Co-President
James P. Preusch – Co-President

Dr. Minnie Douglas – Vice President
A. Stephanie Loftin, Esq. – Vice President

ICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025

Executive Committee

Members

Lyn Pohlmann – Vice President 
Douglas Charchenko – Treasurer
Louis H. Altman, Esq. – Secretary

Julie Mendell
Kevin Scott

Marisa Semense
Renee Simon
Marcus Tyson

Gail Wasil
Paula-Rose Wihongi

Rose M. Wright
David Zanatta

Board Emeritus: Gary R. Fox
Shashin Desai, Founding Artistic Director/Producer

ICT SALUTES OUR PAST BOARD PRESIDENTS

Dr. Minnie Douglas
Louis H. Altman, Esq.

James P. Preusch
William H. Collier, Jr., Esq.

Mort Stuhlbarg

Larry Uyeda
Dr. Freda Hinsche Otto

George Medak
Leonard Simon

Mike Davis

Alex Bellehumeur
Anne Cook

Stephen Dodge
Dr. Bernie Landes

Gary Fox

Artistic Director/Producer:  caryn desai
General Manager:  Jordan Gohara
Box Office Manager:  Denis Nigos  

Development Manager: Patrick Covert-Ortiz
Marketing Associate: Angelyca Robbson

Production Assistant:  Kristen Hopkins  
Accounting:  Ketan R. Sheth, An Accountancy Corp. 

Publicist:  Lucy Pollak
Program Designer:  Denis Nigos 

Graphic Designers:  Jordan Gohara and Denis Nigos 

THEATRE STAFF
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Actors’ Equity Association Foundation

Arts Council for Long Beach

ASM Global - Long Beach Convention &

Entertainment Center

Evalyn M. Bauer Foundation

California Arts Council

The City of Long Beach

The Douglas Foundation

Epson America

Gazette Newspapers - Media Sponsors

The Peter Glenville Foundation

Green Foundation

Josephine Gumbiner Foundation

Bess J. Hodges Foundation

HOPE

L’Opera Ristorante

Long Beach Area Convention and Visitors Bureau

Long Beach Business Journal - Media Sponsor

Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce

Long Beach Rotary 

Long Beach Transit

Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture

Matson 

Michael’s on Naples

The Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris Foundation

Park Bixby Tower, Inc.

The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation

RuMba Foundation

Perenchio Foundation

Performing Arts Live - Media Sponsor  

Port of Long Beach

Press Telegram - Media Sponsor

The Shubert Foundation, Inc.

Stage Explorations YouTube channel

Dwight Stuart Youth Fund

U.S. Bank Foundation



Ruby ClubRuby Club

Help ICT reach another 40 years by joining!

Members receive:
40th Anniversary commemorative pin   
coupon book with over $300 in savings
name listed in every program                

Minimum $400 to join!

Call  (562) 495-4595 x100
or v is i t  www.ict longbeach.org/rubyclub

MEMBERS

A BIG THANK YOU TO ICT’S

Dr. Joe & Judith Cannon
Jacob Cox & Jordan Gohara
caryn & Shashin Desai
Dr. Minnie Douglas
Wayne Feuerborn
Karleen Fox
International City Theatre Staff
Dr. Regina Lark
Helene Lefebvre
A. Stephanie Loftin, Esq.

Patrick & Julia McConaghy
Michael Pennington
Jim & Carol Preusch
John & Rita Primrose
Juli Quinn
Barbara & Leon Shoag
Leonard & Myrna Simon
Deborah & Grant Uba
Sandy VandenBerge
Janie & Albert Von Seggern



*Founding Members

A big thank you to our 

2025 Celebrity Circle. 

Their continued support for 

the work of ICT is very 

much appreciated.

Founder

Jim & Loraine Ackerman Family*

Producer

The Ackerman Family/Evalyn M. 
Bauer Foundation

Nancy Ackerman Gaines

Hausknost Family Trust

Amy & Rich Lipeles

Lyn & John Pohlmann

Associate Producer

Dr. Alan L. and Rosecarrie Brooks

James & Carol Preusch

Susan Stuhlbarg

Temple Family Charitable Foundation

Director

Louis & Elizabeth Altman

Adrienne Brandriss

Schulzman-Neri Foundation

Chris Taber & Linda Strome

Star

John & Marcie Blumberg

Caplin Foundation

Timothy & Josefa Curtin

Stephanie & James Eiler

Kathleen Hansen

Marilyn Heron

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Kaplan

Elizabeth H. Kennedy

Sandra Kroll

A. Stephanie Loftin, Esq.

Patrick & Julia McConaghy

Bradley & Donna Parsons

Geo昀昀rey Payne

Marjorie & Robert Rivera

Renee B. Simon*

Jean Bixby Smith

Gail Wasil

Loyd & Ginnie Wilcox

Leading Role

Reva Alban

Barbara Blackwell

Pamela A. Bleich

James Bouey

James Brown & Tanya Finney

Marlene Brown

Doug & Kathleen Charchenko

Ron Chatman

Dr. Stanley & Caroline Clark

Paul Diego

Dr. Minnie Douglas 

Wayne Feuerborn

Gary & Joan Einstein

Gary & Karleen Fox*

Robert & Leslie Galvan

Priscilla Haase & Russ Noel

LeAnn & Gene Johnson

Delores Kneece

Betty Kurkjian

Donald E. LaPlante

Cheryl & Art Milas

Robert & Marge O’Brien

Kevin Scott

SISco Business Services, Inc

The Steinhauser Family

Katherine & Bob Swank

Henry & Julia Taboada

Sandy VandenBerge

Paula-Rose Wihongi

Kathy & Larry Wisinski



Supporting Role

2025 Annual Fund Drive Donors
We are grateful for their support!

Advanced Orthopedic Physical Therapy

Virginia Agnelli

The Alkana Family

Gary & Sally Allen

Daniel Altman

Richard Altman

Kathleen H. & Richard Alvarez

Norma Anderson

Fausto Andrade & Paula Quintana

Anonymous

Helene Ansel & Andrew Kincaid

Elaine Arata

Shelley Arnold

Dr. Kent Azaren

Stuart & Linda Baron

Beverley Bender

Jay Bevan

Penny Biroc

Carol & Leo Black

Bobbi Brown

Frank Buono

Midgie Cahan

Esther Cervantes

Martha Chambers

Larry & Kathy Choate

Patty & Luka Cukrov

Nancy Davis & Michael Roberts

Mike & Lisa Deaderick

Don & Kathy DeSilva

Susan & Michael Dixon

Sam & Linda Dragga

Diana Eastman

Jessica & David Feldman

Linda Frame

Charles & Mary Ann Garland

Sandi Goldstein & Richard Norene

Mary Grana

Jacquelyn & Gerald Grandt

Michael & Susan Gray

Carol Greenberg

Dawn Haldane & Arthur Lim

John W. Hancock Family Foundation

Jim & Jorene Hankla

Sharon Harrison

Benjamin & Linda Henry

Gery Herman & Robin Franko

Linda Herman

Carol Jean Hesse

Debra Hilliard

Philip Hirsch

Christopher Hogan

Louise Houdyshell & Richard Rivera

Dolly & Richard Ickler

George Jackson & Daphne Ching-Jackson

Margie Johnston

Anne Jones

Dale & Betty Jorgenson

Joseph Justo & Michael Repp

Diana & David Kaloyanides

Clark Joseph Kasunich

Lynne Katz

Emily Keene

Natoma Lillie Keita

Ronna L. & Joel Kizner

Hans Kohnlein

Steven & Tamara Kolodny

Ruth Kramer

Marcia LaCour-Little

Charles La Franchi

Diana Lang

Joseph & Margo Lazzari

Jo Lee

Marilyn & Dale Leuer

Jerry & Joanne Levy

Tom & Carolyn Liesy

Lorain LoSquadro

Joseph MacDonald

Je昀昀rey Mallin & Marco Pizzo
Bill & Karen Mangold

Nancy Markley

Thomas Marks

Claus & Cheryl Marx

Featured Role
Ellen Butler

Brooks Burkhalter

Gary Cearlock

Sharon & Joe Cutcli昀昀e
Bruce & Eileen Edelson

Gary & Norma Greene

Brian & Karen Hatch

Jaye & Rick Johnson In Honor of Margaret Leake

James Krampert

Shelly Levinson

Michael L. Martin

Judy Mattson

Edward Parker

Sandra Radine

Cecilia Raufman

Ruth Schwartz

Richard & Barbara Schwerin

Steven Silverstone

Phillip Squyres

Larry Stotz

Linda & Ronald Tatum

Linda Tyson
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152025 Annual Fund Drive Donors Supporting Role continued...

Dorothy McDermott

Brad Miyasato & Brad Duerre

Huguette Moran

Rene & Kirsten Moreno

Donald & Delores Munro

Tracy & Faye Nakazaki

Dénis Nigos

Rick Nolan

Ellen Orenstein

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Oshry

David & Susan Philips

Rick Pinson

Vicki Poponi & Marc Kaiser

Lailee Powers Spiker

Susan Red昀椀eld
David Reed

Mike & Sandy Riggio

Debra A. Riley

Lois Riopelle

Michael Rivard

Jim & Janice Robinson

Lynton & Trinka Rowsell

Lenore Rozner & Mike Crosby

Sylvia Salcedo

Leslee Salrin

Harry & Maria Saltzgaver

Nancy A. Sansum

Vivian Lorraine Santibanez

Randy Schafer

Phyllis Schmidt

Diane & Dennis Schmitz

Sue Ann Schoonmaker

John Sealy, M.D.

Je昀昀 & Judy Seitelman
Grace Martin Sheldon

Lee & Barbara Shoag

Patricia Simonian

M & S Sinclair

Judith Sipes

Keith R. Smith

Ruth E. Smith

Warren & Josie Sterling

Elizabeth Stroh & Ron Costin

Monique & Peter Thorrington

Deborah Uba

Joseph Vanderhorst

Mali Vo

MaryAnn & Klaus von der Horst

Ed & Pauline Von Le昀昀ern
Ray & Elizabeth Ward

Leslie Wiberg

Felton Williams, Ph.D.

Ilsebill Wolfe

Beverly Yamagata

Connie & Jay Young (Seal Beach)

Betty Zamost

Ed Zwieback & Mona Panitz

*Founding Members






