
The battle for white supremacy became a struggle the 
whites could not hope to win. The planners of apart-
heid had underestimated black population growth by 
some 50%. During the 1960s, the black population 

grew by more than the total size of the white population, put-
ting severe pressure on black homelands and forcing more 
people into the cities. There was a decline in the importance 
of agriculture and mining (where most unskilled blacks were 
employed) and a rise in manufacturing where skilled workers 
were required. The economy began to outgrow its traditional 
pool of skilled workers: the whites. A shortage of two million 
skilled workers was predicted by 1980. A flourishing South 
African economy needed capital and more skilled workers. The 
black consumer market was held back by apartheid’s repressions 
and blacks were not qualified nor 
could they compete for skilled jobs. 
So, as the structure of the economy 
began to change, apartheid became 
an obstacle to growth.
   International opposition and 
sanctions began to restrict South 
Africans’ access to export markets, 
foreign capital, and technology; and 
after the 1976 Soweto riots, apart-
heid was seen as a threat to domes-
tic stability, which also hampered 
growth. “The economy was suffering 
sorely because of an outdated, irra-
tional racial policy that left the 
Afrikaner nation with perhaps the 
most important choices of its his-
tory; whether to remain poor but 
ethnically pure or rich and racially 
mixed; whether to allow blacks to 
do skilled jobs that could no longer 
be filled by whites; whether to 
become a modern, industrial econo-
my or stick with the feudal eco-
nomic relations that alone were 
compatible with apartheid.”1

   In 1973, Prime Minister Voerster allowed blacks into white 
skilled work areas. Government money spent on black second-
ary education began to rise dramatically. With blacks in skilled 
positions, the next logical step was the formation of black 
trade unions—and they became the core of the anti-apartheid 
resistance of the 1980s. Township uprisings during the period 
of 1984-86 erupted because the Constitution of 1983 denied 
power to the blacks and a struggle to right a century’s wrongs 
began.
   In 1989, F.W. de Klerk was elected president of the Republic. 
He met with Nelson Mandela, a leader of the African National 
Congress (ANC) who had been imprisoned since 1962 for plot-
ting to overthrow the government. In 1990, de Klerk finally 
legalized the ANC and freed Mandela.
   By 1993, the basis of political power lay in the relationship 

between de Klerk and Mandela. They shared the Nobel Peace 
Prize for that year. From December 1991 to November 1993, in 
a series of conferences known as the Convention for a 
Democratic South Africa (CODESA), representatives of South 
Africa’s major political parties and some black homelands nego-
tiated the nation’s political future. Free and full elections were 
scheduled for April 27, 1994 and would create a transitional 
government of national unity expected to serve for five years.
   The elections resulted in a resounding victory for the ANC and 
Nelson Mandela, as its leader, was chosen president by the new 
National Assembly. F.W. de Klerk, heading the National party, 
won the second largest number of votes and joined the cabinet 
as second deputy president. (He recently resigned both his 
cabinet position and his leadership of the Nationals.) With the 

vote, a new flag, constitution 
and bill of rights went into 
effect.

Mandela made 
non-racialism his 
first priority for 
the new South 

Africa. To that end, he pub-
licly supported South Africa’s 
rugby team in the World 
Championship games. For 
blacks, this sport symbolized 
the arrogance of Afrikaner 
power and the brutality and 
aggression that went with it. 
Nevertheless, Mandela turned 
up at black events wearing 
the green supporter’s hat and 
asking them to support the 
all-white team “because they 
are our kind.”2   At the World 
Rugby Cup championship 
game in May, 1995, with a 
huge dose of enthusiasm and 
patriotism, Nelson Mandela 

evoked a demonstration of national reconciliation. The South 
African team won the championship. “For the first time in his-
tory, blacks had a chance to be proud of their white country-
men—and whites were hugely grateful to Mandela for that—
and for restoring their national pride.”3

   Though South Africans still confront the problems of eco-
nomic inequities, fears of crime and violence and incompetence 
and corruption in the new administration, the people look to 
the future with a new perspective. The end of apartheid is one 
of the great events of 20th-century politics and, for now, that 
is enough. ■

   “Wat verby is verby.” (What’s done is done.) 
—Nelson Mandela
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“I have fought against 
white domination, and I 

have fought against black 
domination. I have 

cherished the ideal of a 
democratic and free 

society. …It is an ideal 
which I hope to live for and 
achieve. But, if needs be, it 
is an ideal for which I am 

prepared to die.” 
—Nelson Mandela, speech made in the 

court docket April 20, 1964


